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P548 Neuroethology

Justification for changing from 2 crto 3 cr.:

When this course was first offered in the late 1980°s it consisted of two one hour lectures,
or student presentations per week, which was appropriate for a 2 credit course. However,
in recent years the content of the course (and enrollment) has significantly increased and
it now requires that students spend an average of about 3 hours per week in class. I now
team-teach the course with Prof Troy Smith in Biology. We also invite about six
distinguished scientists from other universities to come to Bloomington, meet with the
class and give a public lecture. The typical week includes two class meetings consisting
of lectures by Dr Smith or myself and/or student discussion of assigned papers in the
primary research literature, plus required attendance at a one hour public lecture by a
visiting scientist and a one-hour class meeting with that scientist. In addition all students
are required to read and write weekly critiques on assigned scientific papers and to lead a
class discussion of some of these papers. The content of P548 is thus similar to that
required by typical 3 credit courses.

In order to have access to funds needed to invite the outside speakers, we have combined
P548 with Animal Behavior A501, a 3 credit course offered by the Center for the
Integrative Study of Animal Behavior. At present, students who enroll in P548 get only 2
credits whereas those who enroll in A501 get 3 credits for the same course.
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