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IN THE FOREST AND FARM PATCHWORK OF THE ROLLING HILLS OF
Zambrana-Chacuey, Dominican Republic, people live and work within private land-
holdings that encompass patches and ribbons of cropland, gardens, orchards, fallows,
pastures, and forests. These patches and ribbons form discontinuous parts of larger,
more complex landscapes and ecosystems. The integrity of these ecosystems rests in
large part on the norms, long term decisions, and daily practices of a number of nest-
ed and overlapping groups. Many of the 12,000 people of this region depend on
shared resources and on community institutions that broker resource procurement,
use, and management of private or public spaces. They also rely on community-based
social mediation of environmental quality, landscape pattern, and ecosystem condition
for values that transcend physical boundaries across private and public landholdings.

In the finely textured forest and cropland mosaic of Zambrana Chacuey, women's
resources, everyday landscapes, and homeplace ecologies are nested within and
between men's property in a number of ways. The patio garden, for example, is wide-
ly recognized as a women's domain. It is a single polka dot agroforest, but a major fea-
ture of regional landscapes and ecosystems. These edible forests occur on nearly every
farm homestead. Married women are the practical, but not legal, owners of these
polka-dot-plots in a sea of men's and state property.

The current property, land cover, and land use maps owe much to the work of the
Rural Federation of Zambrana-Chacuey, which for over 30 years led a successful land
struggle by landless and near landless farmers in the region. Members have also
negotiated with the state over public infrastructure and services, with business people
over the terms of exchange for goods and services, and more recently with NGOs and
resource management agencies over the defmtion and trajectory of sustainable
development. The federation has been the shaper and the keeper of the invisible,
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