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EDUCATION 

 

Expected Ph.D., Indiana University, Sociology 

(May 2008) Thesis: All in the Family? Understanding the Meaning of Dogs and Cats 

in the Lives of American Pet Owners  
Committee: Robert V. Robinson (Chair), Brian Powell, Elizabeth A. Armstrong,  
Fabio Rojas 
Qualifying Exam: Sociology of Culture  
Minor: Applied Social Science Methodology  
 

2006 Preparing Future Faculty Certificate  
(Three-course) Sequence in Higher Education and Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning, Indiana University, Bloomington 

 

2003  M.A., Indiana University, Sociology  
Thesis: The Effect of Significant Others on Educational Aspirations:  
The Unique Experience of Adolescents in Foster Care  

Committee: Jane McLeod & Robert V. Robinson 
 
1997  B.A., cum laude, Wittenberg University (Springfield, Ohio), 

Sociology 

 

 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 

Social Stratification         Sociology of Culture 
Sociology of Religion     Social Psychology  
Race, Class, and Gender Animals and Society  
Social Theory Research Methods (Qualitative, 
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning   Quantitative, Community-Based)   
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HONORS, AWARDS, AND GRANTS 

 

2007  Edwin H. Sutherland Award for Excellence and Commitment to  

   Teaching, Department of Sociology, Indiana University 
 
2007 SAGE and Pine Forge Teaching Innovations and Professional 

Development Award, Teaching and Learning Division, American 
Sociological Association 

 

2007  Grant-in-Aid of Research Award, Indiana University Graduate School.  
  Award of $1000 for research expenses 
 
2007 Graduate and Professional Student Organization Research Award.  

Award of $250 for research expenses 
 
2007 Best Paper Award, Society for the Study of Social Problems Teaching 

Social Problems Graduate Student Paper Competition.  “Whom Does 
Service Learning Really Serve? Community Organizations’ Perspectives 
on Service Learning” (with Evelyn M. Perry) 

 
2006-07 Preparing Future Faculty Fellowship, Department of Sociology, Indiana 

University 
 
2006 & 2007 Departmental Research and Travel Grant, Department of Sociology,  
  Indiana University 
 
2006      Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Grant, Scholarship of Teaching  

and Learning Program, Indiana University.  Award of $2500 (with Evelyn  
M. Perry & Bernice A. Pescosolido) 

 
2005 Developing Service Learning Practitioners Grant, Indiana Campus 

Compact.  Award of $2000, with additional 50% match from the Monroe 
County Humane Association 

 
2000-present Indiana University Tuition Fellowship, Department of Sociology, 

Indiana University 

 

 

TEACHER TRAINING 

 

2007  ASA Section on Teaching and Learning  
Pre-conference Workshop for New Teachers of Sociology 

 

2003-06 Preparing Future Faculty Sequence in Higher Education and Pedagogy 
  The Teaching of Undergraduate Sociology 

  Social Issues in College Pedagogy 

  Social Research in Higher Education 

 

2003-04 DePauw Faculty Fellow, Preparing Future Faculty Partnership between 
DePauw University and Indiana University 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

Instructor 

2007 Indiana University-Purdue University Columbus, Columbus, Indiana 
Introduction to Sociology (1 semester): An introductory course with 17  
students.  Responsible for all aspects of the course, including design, 
preparation, instruction, and evaluation. 

 

Co-Instructor 

2006 Indiana University 
The Teaching of Undergraduate Sociology (1 semester): A graduate 
course with 12 students.  Shared responsibility for course design and 
instruction.  Evaluated and conducted observations of all new sociology 
associate instructors (co-instructor: Brian Powell) 

 

Instructor 

2002-06 Indiana University.  
Responsible for all aspects, including design, preparation, instruction, and 
evaluation, of the following courses: 
Community-Based Research: Human-Animal Relations (1 semester): An 
upper-level applied research methods course with 12 students. Directed 
students in conducting mail survey of local dog and cat owners.  Involved 
students and community partners in all stages of the project.  
Topics in Social Policy: Human-Animal Relations (1 semester): An 
upper-level applied research methods course with 18 students.  Directed 
students in conducting in-person survey of local dog and cat owners.  
Involved students and community partners in all stages of the project.  
Current Social Controversies (2 semesters): An introductory service-
learning course on social problems with 25-30 students per semester. 
Social Inequality (2 semesters): An upper-level course with 70 students 
per semester. 
Introduction to Sociology (5 semesters): An introductory course with 30-70 
students per semester.  

 
Instructor 

2004 DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana  
Contemporary Society (1 semester): An introductory course with 25 students.  
Responsible for all aspects of the course, including design, preparation, 
instruction, and evaluation. 

 

Independent Study Adviser 

2004-06 Indiana University 
Independent Research. Directed and advised two Undergraduate 
Teaching Assistants and one student conducting original research. 

 

Lab Instructor 

2001-02 Indiana University 
Statistics for Sociology and Research Methods in Sociology.  

Responsible for all aspects of three weekly lab sessions, including design, 
preparation, instruction, and evaluation. 



David D. Blouin 

 4 

 

Teaching Assistant 

2000-01 Indiana University  
Introduction to Sociology and Race and Ethnic Relations. 

Responsibilities included grading papers and exams, developing evaluation 
techniques, and advising students. 

 

Grader 

2003-present Indiana University 
 Introduction to Sociology.  Grader for two ongoing correspondence 

courses of approximately 50 active students (at any given time).  
Responsibilities include instruction, advising, and evaluation. 

 

 

PAPERS UNDER REVIEW AND IN PROGRESS  

 
Blouin, David D. and Evelyn M. Perry. “Whom Does Service-Learning Really Serve? 

Community Organizations’ Perspectives on Service Learning.” Under review at  
Teaching Sociology. 

 
Blouin, David D. and Robert V. Robinson. “What Makes People Good? The Social Bases 

of Compassion in the United States.”  In preparation for submission to the 
American Sociological Review. 

 
Blouin, David D. “Animal Meanings: Understanding the Determinants of Dog Owners’ 

Attitudes and Treatment of Dogs.” 
 
Blouin, David D. “Understanding Dog Overpopulation: The Impact of Human-Animal 

Relationships and Demographic Characteristics on Rates of Sterilization, Shelter 
Adoption, and Abandonment.”   

 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

 
2007   “Animal Meanings: Understanding the Determinants of Dog Owners’ Attitudes 

 and Treatment of Dogs”  Presented at the American Sociological Association 
 Annual Meeting in New York, New York.   

 
2007 “What Makes People Good? The Social Bases of Compassion in the United 

States.”  Presented at the joint meetings of the Midwest Sociological Society and 
the North Central Sociological Association, Chicago, Illinois. 

 
2007  “When Does Service-Learning Really Serve? Community Organizations’ 

Assessments of Service Learning Partnerships.” Presented with Evelyn M. Perry 
and Bernice A. Pescosolido at Indiana University Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning Lecture Series, Bloomington, Indiana.  

 
2006  “Maximizing Service and Learning in Service-Learning Courses: Insights from 

Community Partners.” Presented with Evelyn M. Perry at the Annual 
International Conference on Service-Learning Research, Portland, Oregon. 
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2006  “Teaching Community-Based Research Courses.”  Poster presentation at the  

Summer Institute on Service Learning and Community-Based Research, 
Bloomington, Indiana.  

 

2006  “Understanding Dog Overpopulation: The Effects of Human-Animal 
Relationships and Demographic Characteristics on Rates of Sterilization, Shelter 
Adoption, and Abandonment.”  Presented at the North Central Sociological 
Association Annual Meeting, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

 
2006  “Whom Does Service-Learning Really Serve? Community Organizations’ Perspectives 

on Service Learning.”  Presented with Evelyn M. Perry at the North Central Sociological 
Association Annual Meeting, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

 
2004  “The Effect of Significant Others on Educational Aspirations: The Unique 

Experience of Adolescents in Foster Care.” Presented at the Southern  
Sociological Society Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia.  

 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

2006-present Principal Investigator, The Impact of Institutional Context on the Attitudes and 
Practices of American Pet Owners.  In-depth interviews with more than 30 dog 
owners. Designed interview guide, conducted interviews, and coded and 
analyzed data. 

 
2006-present Principal Investigator, Dog and Cat Owners’ Relationships with their Pets.   

Mail survey distributed to 1900 Monroe County (Indiana) dog and/or cat 
owners.  Designed and administered survey, and entered, coded, and analyzed 
data. 

 
2005-07 Co-investigator with Evelyn M. Perry.  Service-Learning Partnership 

Study.  Designed interview guide, conducted interviews with community 
based organizations, and coded and analyzed data. 

 
2005-06 Principal Investigator, People and Their Pets.  Study collected data on pet-

owners attitudes and behavior toward their pets through in-person surveys 
with 169 Monroe County (Indiana) dog and/or cat owners. Designed 
survey, trained interviewers, and coded and analyzed data. 

 

2001  Research Assistant, These are My Experiences: Study of Indiana Youth in 

Foster Care, Indiana University.  Jane McLeod, Project Director. 
 

1997   Senior Thesis, Wittenberg University.  Private and Public Religion at  
Christ Episcopal Church:  An Analysis of Community Concern and  

Involvement. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 
2006-07   Chair, 12th Annual Preparing Future Faculty Graduate Student  

Conference Steering Committee.  In charge of organizing a one-day 
conference attended by 300 graduate students and faculty  

 

2006-07  Student Committee Member, North Central Sociological Association  

 

2006-08  Undergraduate Affairs Committee, Department of Sociology, Indiana 
University  

 
2002-03 Graduate Student Affairs Committee, Department of Sociology, Indiana 

University 
 
2002-03  Mentor, Graduate Student Mentoring Program, Department of Sociology, 

Indiana University 
 
2003 Member, Faculty Mentor Award Committee, Department of Sociology, 

Indiana University 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS 

 
American Sociological Association  
   Sociology of Culture Section 
   Teaching and Learning Section 
   Animals and Society Section 
Southern Sociological Society 
North Central Sociological Association 
Midwestern Sociological Society 
 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Robert V. Robinson         Brian Powell 
Chancellor’s Professor         Professor of Sociology 
Department of Sociology         Department of Sociology  
744 Ballantine Hall          744 Ballantine Hall    
1020 E. Kirkwood Avenue         1020 E. Kirkwood Avenue   
Indiana University         Indiana University     
Bloomington, Indiana 47405         Bloomington, Indiana 47405   
Office: (812) 855-3987        Office: (812) 855-7624   
Email: robinsor@indiana.edu        Email: powell@indiana.edu 
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Elizabeth A. Armstrong             Jay R. Howard     
Associate Professor of Sociology  Interim Vice Chancellor and Dean    
Department of Sociology         Professor of Sociology   
744 Ballantine Hall          Indiana University-Purdue University Columbus  
1020 E. Kirkwood Avenue        4601 Central Avenue  
Indiana University         Columbus, IN 47203-1769    
Bloomington, Indiana 47405         Office: (812) 348-7270    
Office: (812) 856-2063         Fax: (812) 348-7370  
Email: elarmstr@indiana.edu         Email: jhoward@iupuc.edu  
      

 

 


