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Protest against .
.Dow Carmno‘
justified -

.. First off, I’d hke to connnend
- thebalanced and pertinent cover-
.- age of the protest against Dow
“at the Life Sciences Career Fau
on Thursday by Ms. Mitchell
(“Protestors decry Dow at career
Tair” by Whitney Mitchell, Nov. -
+3). One of the key goals-ef such
actions is to raise awareness. . -
.among the:student populatien.
~Your reports have a positive .
s impacton thousands of students
oncampus in helping them make
- an informed career choice.

- Having said that, [am
‘troubled by some statements
‘made in the article by the Dow

Corning. representative, Mr.
. McClarnon. Fifty percent.of

? - Dow Corning is owned by Dow

'Chemical and the rest by Corn-
..ing, Dow and Dow Corning are
-inextricably linked. Four Dow
- Chemical representatives are on

“the board of directors for Dow -

‘Corning, Some ! serve on the
board for both groups, Alook at
Dow Chemical’s products Web
" page shows Dow Cornmg 8-
producﬁl"”,;' '

is endless, So t 1o ay that- Dow
" Chemical is jus| ,
d, ‘of Dow Co;
. diculous spin intes
‘students’ attentimn a7
it . Another quote Mr. McClarnon
‘makes is on the ability of the IU
© students to make aninformed
‘choice: He claims'Dow has a:
~HY goodr»mmmngrecord atﬂ)‘uand
t.  is sure it will contipue, despite
‘our protest. It is either bravado,
or he underestimates IU students.
~ Inthe past, Dow got away talking
about its “good side and students

 have both sides of the tory.

\:boardmember his company.
r ‘Hewoulded hls fellow '

' Bhopal (www.bhopal ner)

- trusted i ""heUmvemtytsmm— ‘

:of badﬂng at our pmsence'at hxs B35

Spiderman’s uncle

was right!
I read about the protest by

-volunteers of the Association for

India’s Development against a

campus recruitment effort of Dow
‘Coming in theNov. 3 Indiana = -
Daily Student( ‘Protestors decry

Dow at career fan’ by Whltney
Mitchell). v

Corning, a us. -based corpora-
tion, denied its answerability to
Dow Chemicals, which has been
widely held responsible for'the ..
Bhopal tragedy inIndia in'1984

" ~that killed.several thousands,
Not only has the tragedy been |
- unanswered for, but.it has sadly .

been perpetuated by the lawand -

goverment systems as whole,

Corning’s “!About us” statement
on www. dowcornmg com says.

that ... Dow Corning is ually_
owned by The. Dow Chemical .

Company and Corping, Incorpo- -

rated.” The representative of the -

company claimed that the students
had misplaced t their protests since .

Corning was not a division of
Dow Chemicals. AsTam nota-

lawyer, I honestly ‘do not presume -
to know whether or not Commg s

accountable

However, T'do’ know that Com- ©

ing is a shareholder, as confessed

by its Web site and the recruiter. -
Whether they need'to or not, they

can sit in a boardroom meeting,

being a major shargholder. Thou- .

sands of’ protestors whose hearts
£0 out to the victims would sac-
rifice their time and careers to get
15 minutes of such proximity to

- Dow Chemical authorities. Com-'
- 11 ing; as a-corporation that declares

its.commitment to.environmental
and health issuss and more than
50 percent.of whose interests lie:

abroad, is in a powerfl position to -
.become a-part of this protest,
- . Has it become top much toask
~afew well-placed individuals with

- onthe pus.xsz_re'puuble U ’_l.-"
has no such bemhmatk and i 1s do- -

i ing full disclosure. qustndenm o
. Bsa renunder of Ihe responsxb:L

great power to show some respon-
sibility to their conscience and not
merely to their corporate contracts
and legal bmdmgs? Lappealto
Dow Coming to view the protest

it the right time wgh its, ammum- «l
.~ tion of sfock statements, instead

. of cardboard placards in the hands

... ofafew well-meamng students.

_+Talso appeal to TU authorities to

- take note of such ethical-emo-

. tional conflicts that influence the

*international student commumty

‘in thelr career cho:ces

Sowmya Rawkumar
Graduate. student i
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