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Abstract

Studies have shown migration to be a potential risk factor
for spreading HIV infections. Migrant farmers moving to
the cities seeking better economic opportunities were un-
successful for the most part in procuring sustainable jobs
and incomes. Women left behind to care for their families
were not receiving the expected economic support from their
migrant hushands. The ease with which women and young
girls could find work in the commercial sex industry became
a quick economic fix for their familics. Government organiza-
tions have, for the most part, failed to address the link be-
tween poverly, the commercial sex industry, and the produc-
tion of drugs that may be sold on the market to those who
inject them. Creating alternative sources of income have not
been a priority in most nations where HIV and AIDS is re-
ducing the size of the labor force that is able to contribute to
the economic development within those countries. Some
interventions have succeeded in changing the behaviors of
temale sex workers and their male clients in their increased
use of condoms. However, such interventions do not ad-
dress the bigger economic and related behavioral picture.

Introduction

The UNAIDS/WHO asserts that by December 2006, there
were between 34.1-47.1 million men, women. and children
with AIDS around the globe (UNAIDS/WHO, 2006). Of these,
there were about 37.2 million adults with AIDS, of whom
around 17.7 million were women, Children under 15 vears of
age constituted about 2.3 million. There were 4.3 million
newly infected people with HIV in the same year and figures
show that the number of women infected with HIV is in-
creasing globally. In some countries the number of young
girls and young women outnumber young boys and young
men by almost 6 years. Data is readily available and is cur-
rent by region (UNAIDS/WHO, 2006). The relationship be-
tween HIV/AIDS and the multidimensional aspects of pov-
erty have not been fully incorporated into traditional inter-
vention designs. Such interventions have for the most part
overlooked the correlation of poverty, the social dynamics
of marginalization and the lack of political commitment in
creating economic reform and sustainable human develop-
ment.

Further, qualitative research aimed at exploring the tirad rela-
tionship of gender-HIV/AIDS-poverty is limited though un-
mistakably linked. Such oversight excludes opportunties for
detailing the economic and social burden imposed upon
women who head poor family households, and for sheer
survival, engage in commercial sex, Unless the realities of
the lives of the poor are changed through improvements in
socio-economic conditions, the risky behaviors which ex-
pose them to HI'V will continue,

The impact of migration on the spread of HIV/AIDS

Two-thirds of the world’s men, women, and children in-
fected with HIV live in the Sub-Saharan region of the world
(UNAIDS, WHO, 2006). 1t is proposed here that the current
AIDS epidemic in Africa parallels a sequence of historical
events that began with the famine that ravaged Africa in the
mid 19805, The combined effects of famine and the lack
ofalternative sources of income compelled the farmers to
migrate to the cities leaving women to provide for the fami-
lies left behind.

The economic base in most urban cities in Africa was not
a healthy one to begin with; therefore, cities were not in a
position to proffer jobs and a sustainable income to the
migrant farmers. Studies have shown migration to be a po-
tential risk factor for spreading the HIV infection (Lurie, Wil-
liams, Zuma, Mkayva-Mwamburi, Garnett, et al, 2003). Fur-
ther, labor migrations can result in the separation of familics
and the creation of core community economic and social
disruptions. Such conditions were not addressed through
early interventions aimed at creating alternative forms of
sustainable income generating work i rural communities.
Adding to this, women left behind to care for their children
and extended family members were not receiving the expected
economic support from husbands who migrated to the cit-
ies,

Farmers in Thailand, as in the early years of the AIDS
epidemic in Africa, have also been experiencing more diffi-
culties with sustaining a solid economic base through their
work in agriculture. Their status as tenants to the land they
farm has greatly contributed to their cconomic hardships
{Chey-Nameth, 1998). Parallels can be drawn between rural
poor women in Haiti, Africa, and Southeast Asia in that
“among impoverished women in Haiti, economic dependence
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