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Epsilon Contact 

Information:  
   Phone:  (812)-855-CHEM 
  E-mail :  axe@indiana.edu 
  Web Page:  http://www.indiana.edu/~axe/  
  Address :  Alpha Chi Sigma 
  Box 295 Chemistry Building 
  Indiana University 
  Bloomington, IN 47405 

 

Epsilon Officers:  
 MA - Susan Wetzel 
 VMA - Michael Drazer 
 MC - Nick Garcia 
 Treasurer  - Todd Hatten 
 Reporter  -  Krista Bergman 
 Recorder  - Brian Marek 
 Alumni Secretary - Phil Drayton 
 Historian  - Erin Connolly 
 Master of Webs - Jun Yin 
 
The Three Objectives of Alpha Chi Sigma:  
  
 1.  To bind its members with a tie of true and 
  lasting friendship. 
 2. To strive for the advancement of  
  chemistry both as a science and as a 
  profession.  
 3.  To aid its members by every honorable 
  means in the attainment of their  
  ambitions as chemists throughout their 
  mortal lives. 

State of the Chapter  
Susan Wetzel 

Master Alchemist  
 

This semester, the Epsilon Chapter has            
continued to thrive.  The year began with a two week 
rush   period ending with the induction of 34 pledges.  
We feel these pledges will be a great addition to our 
chapter.  An active core of members has also been busy 
furthering the second and third objects through           
volunteer work in the community and in conducting   
professional activities.  The many activities we have               
participated in this semester include: the Physics Open 
House, the Chemistry Open House, Wonderlab Teen 
Challenge Night: Mad Lab, Brownie Math and Science 
$ÁÙȟ 7ÈÁÔȭÓ 'ÏÉÎÇ /Î 5ÐÓÔÁÉÒÓ ɉÏÕÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ      
lecture series), and a professor luncheon.   

In addition to the normal chapter activities, our 
chapter is actively planning for the 49th Biennial National 
Conclave which will be held in Bloomington in late July 
2008 as well as our Centennial Banquet scheduled for 
February 16, 2008.  We have a great group of committee 
chairs who are dedicated to making these events         
successful and enjoyable for all.   

Last year, the Epsilon Chapter was challenged to 
initiate two professors before Beta Nu (Purdue) could 
travel to two initiations with at least four people in order 
to win back the coveted Brother Chi.  It is with pride 
then, that we announce the initiation of Professor 
Mookie Baik.  We also have many additional faculty 
members interested in joining our order in the future.   

At the North Central District Conclave, the      
Epsilon Chapter received the Three Star Chapter Award 
for the second consecutive year, as well as the Hermes   
Trismegistus Award for being the best chapter in the 
North Central District.  We continue to strive for the   
excellence represented by these awards while reaching 
for higher aims and purposes. 

Fall 2007  
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Pledge Update  

 
Michael Drazer  

Vice Master Alchemist 
 
Brothers, 
 
 This fall has brought another group of excited 
faces to the pledgeship process. After recruitment and 
pledgeship, Epsilon has initiated thirty new members. 
Just as exciting is the fact that we also initiated a 
professor for the first time in recent memory ɀ Mu-Hyun 
(Mookie) Baik, an assistant professor in the Chemistry 
Department and School of Informatics, has 
enthusiastically decided to join our chapter. 
 
 4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÐÌÅÄÇÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
high levels of dedication the actives show to many of the 
volunteer and academic events that Epsilon offers. This 
semester saw a good number of the pledges volunteer at 
7ÏÎÄÅÒÌÁÂ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ Ȱ#ÒÅÅÐÙ #ÈÅÍÉÓÔÒÙ 7ÅÅËÅÎÄȱȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ 
as at the Physics Open House.  Pledges have also worked 
alongside actives at events such as our annual Haunted 
Lab and the Brownie Math and Science Day. We have 
also continued our efforts from last year with Fairview 
%ÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ /ÌÙÍÐÉÁÄ 4ÅÁÍȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ 
pledges and actives are currently working with roughly a 
dozen elementary school students from the west side of 
Bloomington. 
 
 In addition to the aforementioned volunteer 
activities, the pledges have participated in an array of 
Epsilon mainstays. The class, once again, participated in 
an Adopt-A-Road cleanup of Woodlawn Avenue (which 
was surprisingly clean), created a T-shirt depicting a 
smiling benzene structure on the front with a number of 
chemistry slogans on the back. For a pledge class 
activity, the class attended two showings of Superbad at 
the Union. A majority of our pledges also recently 
attended the Professor Luncheon that Epsilon provided 
for the faculty and staff in the Department. This event 
was particularly vital to our recruitment of faculty for 
pledgeship; a group of pledges and actives deserve credit 
for successfully mentioning the idea of joining AXE to 
Mookie. 
 
 Our success in recruiting this semester is 
directly tied to the efforts the actives have made to make 
AXE a well-known group within the Chemistry 
Department. We look forward to reporting more success 
in the future! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A few pledges enjoying the Pledge Dinner.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ɚɯɫ Intramurals  

 
Kathryn Box  

Intramural Chair  
 

 The AXE intramural 
volleyball team, the Stopcocks, 
finished the season 0-4.  Their record 
did not reflect the improvement that 
was seen over the course of the 
season. Participation was at an          

all-time high and we had more than 
enough players for every game. Much 
thanks to the individuals who came out to 
play especially the pledges who were a 
valuable asset to the team.  The Stopcocks 
are looking forward to a fun and exciting 
intramural basketball season. 
 

Fall Pledge Class of 2007 at bridge painting.  
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What really goes on up 

There?  

 
Research Lecture Series about Departmental Research 

Tanya Devnani  
Public Relations Chair 

 
 On Thursday, November 8, 2007, we hosted our 
ÆÉÒÓÔ Ȱ7ÈÁÔͻÓ 'ÏÉÎÇ /Î 5ÐÓÔÁÉÒÓȱ ,ÅÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒ 
presented by Professor Martha Oakley. This lecture 
series is beneficial for both AXE members as well as 
other students interested in chemical research as they 
are given the opportunity to learn about the research of 
a professor in the Chemistry Department. The topic of 
the lecture presented by Professor Oakley was "A 
Chemist's View of Bacterial Chromosome Segregation: 
Structure and Function of the E. Coli. SMC Protein MukB" 
Several students interested in biochemistry as well as 
other chemical disciplines attended, making the lecture a 
success. We have already spoken with more professors 
about the WGOU series, so we can look forward to more 
lectures next semester! 
  
 We also plan on hosting a research symposium 
in January with several professors from the Chemistry 
and Biology Departments. This will be beneficial for 
students who are interested in working in a research lab, 
but would like to gain a better understanding of what it 
entails. 

 

Haunted Labs and Open 

Houses  

Tony Ljuldjuraj  
Volunteer Co-Chair 

 
 This fall, we have 

had great opportunities 

for community 

involvement. For the 

physics open house, we 

helped to demonstrate 

physical principles to 

members of the 

Bloomington community. 

In the chemistry open 

house, AXE was 

responsible for the 

Haunted Lab.  

 
We lead groups of children and their parents through the 
Haunted Lab and demonstrated how we protect 
ourselves from spirits haunting the lab (can crushing 
with atmospheric pressure and dehydration of sugar), 
how the spider in our lab makes webbing (making nylon 
polymer), and how we receive funding through 
transmutation of metals (turning copper pennies into 
brass).  

 
 We have also been 
fostering a relationship 
with the local hands-on 
science museum: 
WonderLab. The museum 
sponsors events every 
year that demonstrate 
chemical principles to the 
museum patrons. 

WonderLab has eagerly 
accepted our invitation to 

volunteer for these events. This year, the chemistry 
weekend took a haunted theme for Halloween. One 
night, teenagers from the community were invited for a 
lock-in with a magic show put on by the IU Department 
of Chemistry and hands-on demonstrations that AXE 
brothers would coordinate. Later this semester, we will 
be helping with Brownie Math and Science Day. We will 
be introducing the Brownies to the world of chemistry 
through hands-on activities. Although Brownie Math and 
Science day is the last opportunity for volunteering this 
semester, we hope to coordinate more opportunities for 
volunteering next semester. We also encourage all 
brothers to become more involved with WonderLab and 
volunteer on their own whenever they can. 
 

Happy Centennial, Epsilon!  

 
Krestina Johnson  

Social Chair 
 

 The Epsilon chapter of Alpha Chi Sigma is 
quickly approaching its 100th anniversary in February 
of 2008.  In honor of this special occasion, the chapter 
will be hosting a centennial banquet.  We are requesting 
the presence of alumni, other chapter members, and 
honorary guests to help us in our celebration.  The 
banquet will be held in the Tudor Room of Indiana 
Memorial Union on the Indiana University campus, 
Bloomington, Indiana on February 16, 2008.  A 
presentation will begin the evening at 7 pm.  The 
presentation will be followed by a buffet and friendly 
conversation.  To finish the evening, a DJ will provide 
entertainment.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

Dr. Bunsen & Mr. Beaker 
at Haunted Lab  

Brothers volunteering at 
Wonderlab on Halloween  
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Epsilon, Zeta, and Iota Host 

49th Biennial Conclave in 

2008 
 

Jenna Devare 
Assistant Vice Master Alchemist 

 

 On June 23, 2007, Susan Wetzel and I received 
the exciting news that our bid, co-sponsored by Zeta 
and Iota Chapters in commemoration of our upcoming      
centennials, had been accepted to host National Con-
clave right here at IU!  Although the week of July 22-
27, 2008 will be a memorable time both for collegiates 
and professionals, the real work has now begun for us.  
To kick off the preparations, GMA Sherrie Settle vis-
ited the Bloomington campus after North Central Dis-
trict Conclave. She attended our active and pledge 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÁÔÅ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÔ -ÏÔÈÅÒ "ÅÁÒȭÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
some of our Conclave committee chairs and alumni.  
The next day, we gave Sherrie the grand tour of IU: 
campus tour, meetings with the Chemistry                
Department Chair Dr. James Reilly and Chapter Advi-
sor Dr. Jill Robinson, and tours of all of the proposed 
sites for housing, meals, meetings, Model Initiation, 
and the Kuebler Banquet. Suffice to say, Sherrie was 
very pleased with our campus, and looks forward to 
Conclave next year!  Since her visit, we have been 
working with the National Office on securing con-
tracts for all of the proposed sites, along with estab-
lishing tasks for each of the Conclave committees to 
accomplish.  Though much work still needs to be 
done, we are confident that we will host a spectacular 
Conclave in 2008! 
 

 

òTo Bind its Memberséó 

 
Todd Hatten  

Treasurer  
 

 Brotherhood: As our chapter continues to 
grow and evolve, a 
new focus on     
brotherhood has   
begun to develop. As 
more members      
become closer 
friends we have     
begun to increase our 
activities as a group 
as a whole.  

 

Official organized  activities like the Alumni   picnic 
and Chemistry Open house have allowed our brothers 
to bond.  But more than these events are the sponta-
neous get-togethers; things like watching The Office 
together, or going out to dinner as a group.  A new 
stress has been placed on getting to know the pledges 
better before they are initiated, so some actives have 
been making the extra effort not only with their little 
brothers, but with other pledges as well.  Recently we 
have been reigniting the tradition of going out to din-
ner with the pledge class after meetings.  This has 
helped brothers form new friendships with the soon 
to be new initiates.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pledge Experience  

How has the class come together? 
 

Anders Kilmark  
Pledge Class President  Fall 2007 

 
 To be the president of the pledge class of 2007 
for the fraternity of Alpha Chi Sigma has indeed been 
a great pleasure and an honor.  Being the largest 
pledge class the Epsilon Chapter has ever had, our 
pledge class has the greatest variety of people.  From 
all academic   
standings and from 
all backgrounds, 
the pledge class of 
2007 has shown 
itself as being a       
diverse, yet focused 
group.   

Brothers playing football at the 

Alumni Picnic. 

Pledges bonding at the bridge painting.  

AX �- Actives Fall 2007 


