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














Why not?  Kyrgyzstan is an extremely friendly and warm environment for Americans. The cultural values that provide delightful hospitality combined with the sincere openness of the Kyrgyz people make an optimal environment for an overseas experience for American Students. Moreover, Kyrgyzstan is a mountainous country with spectacular, unspoiled alpine scenery that lies astride the legendary Silk Road. Its five mountain ranges include five of the world’s twelve tallest peaks.  Kyrgyzstan, which shares borders with Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Western China, is home to more than 40 ethnic groups rich in history, and with vibrant traditions of music, art and culture.  
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

Students from the US and Kyrgyzstan will live and work together on an archaeological project designed to develop scientific research skills and cross-cultural communication and understanding. In addition to actual mapping and excavation, students will get language exposure, a chance to meet Kyrgyz people from many walks of life, and tours of various cultural sites as well as hiking and outdoor recreation.

In addition, students will receive 6 units of Archaeology Fieldwork credit from Indiana University for participation in the field school [P405], which should apply to majors or minors in Anthropology, Central Eurasian Studies, Folklore, Culture and Communication, International Studies, and Russian, but should also count as electives in any field. 



The field school will be jointly organized by Indiana University and the American University of Central Asia (AUCA).  It will be led by renowned archaeologists, Dr. Anne Pyburn of Indiana University and Dr. Kubat Tabaldiev  of Kyrgyzstan.   At least five other American specialists will also accompany the field school participants. 

Pyburn has been running undergraduate field programs in Belize for 20 years.  She is a full professor of anthropology at IU and will be with the students at all times. Other US specialists include  a PhD candidate in the School of Library and Information Sciences; the project’s magnetometry specialist and mapping instructor; a forensic specialist from the University of Mississippi ( IU PhD) who will lecture on skeletal analysis and dental morphology;  a specialist in ancient DNA and the peopling of the New World through Asia; and a professional camp director and tour operator.  

The program has been reviewed and approved by the Indiana University Overseas Study Office. It is a joint program of the IU Department of Anthropology, the IU Office of International Programs, and the American University of Central Asia (AUCA).  Participants in the program will be supervised at all times by both American and Kyrgyz faculty members who will remain in contact with the US Embassy in Kyrgyzstan and with program counterparts at AUCA as well as Indiana University throughout the program.

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The program lasts six weeks and will involve both US undergraduate students and undergraduates from the American University of Central Asia (AUCA). 
AUCA’s cohort of fluent English-speaking undergraduates (who are actively curious about the US and extremely welcoming) provides a perfect context for student visitors from Indiana University. AUCA students can get to know Americans their own age without leaving home, IU students will get to know Kyrgyzstan “up close and personal” without being fluent in Kyrgyz or Russian. Both groups of students will benefit from research experience and exposure to field and laboratory science. 
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Before departure, each American will be matched with an AUCA student counterpart of the same sex, who will be with them for the rest of the trip. 
AUCA students have access to excellent internet resources and students from both countries will participate in a moderated IU ONCOURSE chat room to learn about each other before the trip.  In addition, IU will host a pre-departure orientation in Bloomington, Indiana for all participants able to attend. While in Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyz student partners will serve as cultural informants and help their US counterparts to observe correct etiquette in Kyrgyz cultural settings.

Enroute to Kyrgyzstan, participants will spend one night in Istanbul each way with excursions to the Topkapi Museum, Hagia Sophia and the Grand Bazaar.  Upon arrival in Kyrgyzstan, Field School participants will spend the first week housed in dormitories (or comparable accommodations) adjacent to the American University of Central Asia (AUCA).  At AUCA, American participants will take an intensive introductory Russian class and explore the capital city (Bishkek) with Kyrgyz student cultural guides.  Students will attend musical events and cultural celebrations taking place during their visit to the capital, (depending on available performances, which are frequent). Visits to English classes, the history and art museums, the neighborhood of artist’s studios, and several large Central Asian markets will be on the agenda.

The next four weeks will be devoted to archaeological research.  Professor Kubat Tabaldiev, will direct the work carried out by the American-Kyrgyz college team while they are camped in the Koch Kor Valley. Students will learn mapping and excavation from hands-on work related to ongoing research of Professor Tabaldiev, which follows on important discoveries concerning the lives of 11th century nomads. Specifically, because the valley maintains year round temperatures of about 70 degrees, constant fodder made this location particularly attractive to nomadic horsemen and herders. Research on unique structures and the intriguing burial mounds of these ancient Central Asians will be amply rewarding, and the IU team will include additional technical specialists to expand the student learning opportunities. Lectures on various topics will be presented by staff members every day or so at announced times. Crew and students will live in tents and yurts.
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The sixth week will be a week of travel to various parts of Kyrgyzstan, possibly including Chong Tash, Ala Archa, Issy Kul, Charyn Canyon, Karakol, Naryn, and Osh. At each of these sites students will either stay in hotels or with families of participating Kyrgyz students.  At Ala Archa we hope to be able to do a hike and overnight in the mountains.
Contact:  
Dr. K. Anne Pyburn


Dept. of  Anthropology 
 

701 E. 8th Street
Indiana University
  Bloomington, IN  47408 
Email: apyburn@indiana.edu Phone: 812-855-2563
About the IU Department of Anthropology: http://www.indiana.edu/~anthro/flash.html
About the American University of Central Asia:  http://www.auca.kg/textv/about/about/about.htm
Web Resources about Kyrgyzstan:
CIA World Fact Book:  http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/kg.html
Embassy of the Kyrgyz Repbulic: http://www.kyrgyzstan.org/
Lonely Planet Guide:  http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/central_asia/kyrgyzstan/
EurasiaNet: http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kyrgyzstan/index.shtml
Library of Congress Country Study: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/kgtoc.html
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