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choose to stay in the U.S. indefi-
nitely, fearing
able tg return to their]iobs in the

Ss. i{gtr?ey go Balck o visiP thidir

home countries.

By Robert Barnell

You dondt have t
home to get a bigger picture of the
world. From the kitchen window in

my host familyds
see the wall and the

security lights on the

hill. In fact, seeing the

U.S. from just across

the Mexican border

gave me a very differ-

ent, sometimes dis-

turbing perspective of

my home country.

house, you coul d

The purpose of the
Borderlinks: Semester

on the Border Pro-

gram, is to expose

students to the reality

of the U.S:Mexico

border and give us

firsthand experience

with the issue of immi-
gration. From living in

my home state, Ken-

tucky, | already knew

much about Latin

American immigrants.

| knew several Mexi-

cans and Guatemalans
from church who

faced much danger coming
to the U.S. and had to sepa-
rate themselves from their
families for years just to make a
living. On the border, | saw how
.U'S' t_rade po!|0|es Increase IDOVenythe desert and saw the backpacks,
in Latin American countries, caus-

ing more and more people to at-
tempt immigration north to the

U.S. But since there are not viable
ways for Latin American workers

to attain legal status, they must risk
crossing through the desert, leadin
to hundreds of deaths each year.
And since the border is becoming
increasingly militarized, migrants

Above, students walk along the wall, west
of downtown Nogales

toothbrushes, and other things mi-
grants left behind. We visited the

| once asked my fifth grader host
brot her , Victor,
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0Seeing the
from just across the
Mexican border gave
me a very different,
sometimes disturb-

ing perspective of
my home

ORobert Barnell

Like any study abroad
program, some of the
most meaningful ex-
periences were the
ordinary ones. | got to
go with Victor to a
barber shop, the mall,
his
party, and
quinceafiera. The
other students and |
rode the city buses
each day to school,
getting to meet Mexi-

can border residents going
about their everyday lives.
We went to the Day of the
The issue is tragic and complex, so Dead celebration at the nearby
the semester was often discouraging cemetery, and we went to a
and depressing. We walked through mass on the wall, attended by
students from Phoenix, Tuc-
jackets, Gatorade bottles, tuna cans, son, Nogales, and Hermosillo
who prayed for greater unity
between the two countries.
migrant detention center in Nogales, Studying abroad widened my
Arizona, and we waited at a humani- view, enabling me to get to
tarian aid camp in Nogales, Sonora, know Mexico and to see the
% meet the men and women whom U.S. as the country on the
the Border Patrol dropped off there. other side of the wall.
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