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ABSTRACT 
 

         This talk overviews my recent research program on the study of self-

censorship.  I provide a basis for the argument that people differ with respect 

to the extent to which they use cues about the climate of opinion when 

deciding whether to express an opinion publicly. I describe the development 

of the Willingness to Self-Censor Scale, an eight-item self-report instrument 

that measures this individual difference, and I provide evidence of its 

construct validity.  After discussing some of the personality correlates  

of this individual difference, I punctuate the talk by illustrating application 

of this construct to the study of political participation, showing that 

dispositional self-censorers are relatively more likely to refrain from 

engaging in forms of political behavior that leave their opinions open to 

public view and scrutiny by others. 


