Spring 2005 William Alex Pridemore

Criminal Justice P300: Sociology of law Sycamore Hall 313
Classtime: T 2:30 - 5:00 wpridemo@indiana.edu
Office hours: TR 9:00 - 11:00 and by appt. 856-2220

1. FOCUSOF THE COURSE

The main objective of this courseisto provide you with abasc sociologica understanding of the
interactional relationship between law and society. This means that we will not be reading
court cases and “black-etter law,” but instead we will focus on the congtruction of lega codes
and their societd ramifications. Following anintroduction totheorigins of law, differenttypesaf
legd systems, and philosophies of punishment, we will examine law as both a dependent
variable (i.e., how laws are created or changed by social pressure) and as an independent
vaiable (i.e,, law asamechaniam for social change). Thiswill dlow usto see how law works
both as atoal for the protection of freedoms and for socia exploitation.

Thisisadiscusson-oriented course. The reading load isfairly heavy, but includesinteresting and
thought- provoking works meant to incite dialogue and debate. Y our ideas and reactionsto these
readings and to thetopicsbroached in classareimportant, so cometo class having completed the
readings and prepared to participate in a reasoned discussion of them.

2. GRADING

Please do not make your find grade the main objective of thiscourse. | personaly believe the
grading processis arguably the most unpleasant aspect of teaching. Y ou areexpected tolearn
the materia, however, and grading isanecessary and imperfect attempt to measure your level of
knowledge on the subject. Having said this, do not expect an easy A (or for that matter an easy
B or Cor D). | do not give grades, you earn them.

Y our grade for the course will be based on two exams—amid-term and afina, each comprising
one-third of your overdl grade—and on ten pop quizzes given throughout the semester that will
cover the required readings for that day, which will make up thefind third of your overdl grade.
There will be no opportunities for make-up exams or quizzes, if you care aout your grade,
exercise respongbility by attending class and being prepared. The format of each exam and the
quizzes will be discussed in class.

3. READING MATERIALS

Thetext for this course is entitled Law and soci ety and is available from the campus bookstore.
Itisinitssixth edition and is authored by Steven Vago. Thereisaso arequired reading packet
thet isavailable for purchase. Do thereading!!!



4. ATTENDANCE AND CLASS PARTICIPATION

Although | do not take attendance, | expect you to bein class. Sincethisis a discusson-oriented
course that demands your participation, your attendance isvitd. It ishighly unlikey that you will
pass this course if you do not attend regularly. Cometo class!!!

5. SCHEDULE OF CLASSMEETINGS AND READINGS

| cannot provide a grict schedule stipulating exactly which topics will be covered on which days.
Learning is not about bureaucratic regimes but about going where the materials and ideas lead
us...and being critical a each stage. Below, however, isagenerd guiddine of what wewill cover and
thereadingsfor eachtopic. Sincethisclassisheavily discusson-based, you are expected to have the
readings completed before each class. To make sure you are doing the work, 1 will give 10 brief
quizzes throughout the semedter.

Topic Book Packet

Mdinowski
Tyler
Merry
Kafkal

Originsof law / Typesof legd sysems/ | & Chapters1 and 2
Theories of law

Philosophies of punishment & Pages 212-228 Newman

Kafkall

Goldgein

Smith and Visher

Rzz

Nasheri

Lipetz

Movie: 12 Angry Men

The adminidration of law & Chapters 4, 5,and 7

Law and socid change & Chapter 8 Rev. M. L. King, Jr.
Sullivan v. Wilson
Vermont Guide...,

Lambda

RR& [RARRERER [RR [KREKERK

Law as adependent variable & Chapter 6 (pp. 230 - NY Times
256) Lott v. Zimring and
& Review Chapter 5, (pp. Hawkins
195-206) Hal
Becker
Reinarman and Levine

R &

Watson
Morse and Elliott

Law as an independent variable & Review Chapter 8

R & [R&RKR




Topic Book Packet

& McDowal, Loftin and
Wiersema

& Loftin, McDowall,
Wiersema, and Cottey

& Methvin v. Shichor

& Ralling Stone

& Tonry

NOTES

1. Themid-termexamwill likely cover themateria up to and including “Law and socid change” Thefind
exam will be comprehensive, but will focus on the materid covered after thefirst exam. Wewill discuss
exam format in class, aswell asexact dates and the materid to be covered. | will dso hold review sessons
before each exam to answer any questions you may have.

2. | rarely adhere to any absolutes in class...except the following: cheating on tests and/or plagiarizing
papersWILL NOT BE TOLERATED! Anyone caught doing so (and thisismy pet peeve, so | dowatch
closaly) will receive ascore of zero on that assgnment and will facejudicid proceedingswith the university.

| sincer ely suggest you read the Student Handbook concerning these matters. Please do not makethis
anisue

3. Attimeswemay movequickly inorder to cover dl thetopicslisted here. We may not havetimeinclass
todiscussdl of your questionsindetail. However, | andwaysavailableoutsdeclass. My officehoursare
listed above: Make use of them...I am your number one resource for this course.

4. | do not assign grades of Incomplete (I) except under extreme circumstances. Even then, | must be
made aware of the Stuation immediately. Do not stop attending, then cometo me asking for anincomplete
at theend of class.

5. Concerning reasonable accommodation: Any student who hasadisability that may prevent you fromfully
demondtrating your other abilities should contact me personally as soon as possible so that we can discuss
any accommodations necessary to ensure your full participation and facilitate your educationa opportunities.

6. Concerning rdigious holidays (from theFaculty Handbook): “Itisthe policy of the University to excuse
absences of students that result from religious observations and to provide without pendty for the
rescheduling of examinations and additiond required classwork that may fal on religious holidays”

@Copyright 2005, William Alex Pridemore, Ph.D., as to this syllabus, web materid, and dl lectures.
Students are prohibited from providing, either for afee or for free, notes of this course to any person or
commercid firm, without the written permission of the professor teaching this course.




