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Faculty members are judged in part by the impact of their research on scholarship, society, and/or the economy
when they are evaluated for promotion and tenure. In order to provide external reviewers, promotion and
tenure committees, and various administrators with additional evidence of research impact, many faculty use
bibliometrics techniques, including but not limited to citations in scholarly works, government publications,
patents, and course syllabi, as well as h-index and article download counts. Collecting citation-based
information may be time-consuming but can be worth the effort. Note that, although citation analysis may not
carry much weight in your own department’s promotion and tenure decision, this analysis may be quite useful
for (and may also influence) external reviewers and university promotion and tenure committee members. You
should consult with vour department as to whether you should carry out such an analysis.

Citations in scholarly works and patents: The basic idea or assumption behind citations is that influential
works or scholars are cited more often than others. For P&T, however, comparisons between yourself and

others are less important than using citations to demonstrate:

= that your research has disciplinary impact by providing a breakdown of your citations by discipline,
providing evidence of research impact on your own discipline and others:

= that your work is cited in influential sources in the ficld, especially since citations in higher quality
sources normally carry more weight than citations in lower quality publications;

= that your research has international impact by providing a breakdown of citations by country: and

» that your work is cited in patents and/or reports by the government or media. providing evidence of the
impact of your work on industry, society, and economy.

To collect your citation data and ensure that you have captured as many citations as possible, you should
consider using at least the following sources:

=  Web of Science: Excellent for locating citations in journals in arts, humanities, sciences, and social
sciences sub-disciplines. Covers over 9.000 journals. Available through 1U Libraries.

= Scopus: Excellent for locating citations in journals and conference proceedings in arts, humanities.
sciences, and social sciences sub-disciplines. Covers over 14,000 journals and conference proceedings.
Not available at IU Libraries. If you cannot access Scopus through other means, you could use
ScienceDirect as an alternative database that is available at IU Libraries.

=  Google Scholar and Scirus.com: Excellent for locating citations in all kinds of research material (e.g.,
journal articles, books, conference papers, dissertations, government publications, and patents). GS
and Scirus.com are good complements to Web of Science and Scopus for showing the international,
industrial, and/or economic impact of your research.

= Amazon.com and Google Book Search: Excellent for locating citations in books. They are particularly
useful to faculty in disciplines that use books as a main channel of scholarly communication. They
cover more than 12,000,000 and 5.000,000 books, respectively.







