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SYLLABUS

Sociology of Education H540

This course examines the role of schools in society: the emergence of mass, public school systems as a principal agency of cultural transmission and socialization in complex societies; the interaction between schooling as a social institution and other institutions of society; the functioning and characteristics of schools as formal organizations; and the contribution of schooling to social system maintenance and change.  Issues raised in the course concern equality of educational opportunity and outcomes; the clash between bureaucratic forms of organization and teaching as a profession; who learns what; and who controls and benefits from schooling.  The course is designed to provide an introductory overview of the principal areas of inquiry in the field, acquainting the student with relevant theories and concepts, and principal methodological approaches to the sociological study of education.

Readings
We will be using the following texts: Christopher J. Hurn, The Limits and Possibilities of Schooling: An Introduction to the Sociology of Education, third edition (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1993); and Richarad Arum and Irenee R. Beattie, The Structure of Schooling:  Readings in the Sociology of Education (Mountain View, CA: 2000.  In addition there will be class handouts, as well as readings that are on reserve electronically at the following URL: [http://ereserves.indiana.edu/coursepage.asp?cid=89],

password: [socofeduc].  

Examinations and Grading System

There will be an in-class examination and a take-home examination: each examination will be worth 40% of the course grade.  Classroom participation will count for the remaining 20% of the grade.

READINGS

February 24-March 9 + March 21

The New Sociology of Education and Explanations of Inequality
-Christopher Hurn, (Do Schools Reinforce Inequality?( Chapter 6, pp. 161-185.

-Jerome Karabel and A.H. Halsey, (The (New( Sociology of Education,( pp. 125-140 (electronic reserve).

-Hugh Mehan, (Understanding Inequality in Schools: The Contribution of Interpretive Studies,( (electronic reserve).

-Aaron Cicourel and John Kitsuse, (The School as a Mechanism of Social Differentiation,( pp.282-291 (electronic reserve).  

-Ray Rist, (On Understanding the Processes of Schooling: The Contributions of Labeling Theory,( (electronic reserve).

-Mary Metz, (Classroom Interaction: Principled Conflict,( in Arum and Beattie text, pp. 372-381.

-Maureen T. Hallinan, (Tracking: From Theory to Practice,( pp. 218-224

Jennie Oakes, (The Distribution of Knowledge,( in Arum and Beattie text, pp. 224-234.

-Jean Anyon, (Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work,(  (electronic reserve).

-Basil Bernstein, (Social class, Language, and Socialization,( and (Class Pedagogies,( pp. 473-486, 511-534 (electronic reserve).

-Pierre Bourdieu, (Cultural Reproduction and Social Reproduction,( in Arum and Beattie text,   pp. 56-69. 

-Ellen Brantlinger, (Adolescents( Interpretation of Social Class   Influences on Schooling,( pp. 1-12 (electronic reserve). There will be another article by Brantlinger as a handout or on electronic reserve to be announced.

-Lisa Delpit, (The Silenced Dialogue: Power and Pedagogy in Educating   Other People(s Children,( pp. 119-139 (electronic reserve).

-Annette Lareau and Erin McNamara Horvat, (Moments of Social Inclusion and Exclusion: Race, Class, and Cultural Capital in Family-School Relationships,( pp. 37-52 (electronic reserve).

-Alejandro Portes, “The Two Meanings of Social Capital,” (electronic reserve).

-Paul Willis, (Class and Institutional Forms of Culture,( (electronic reserve).

-Paul Willis, (Elements of a Culture,( in Arum and Beattie text, pp. 260-275.

-Jay MacLeod, (Teenagers in Clarendon Heights: The Hallway Hangers and the Brothers,( in Arum and Beattie text, pp. 276-288.

Optional:
-Michael Hartmann, “Class-Specific Habitus and the Social Reproduction of the Business Elite in Germany and France,” (electronic reserve).
-Ray McDermott, (Social Contexts for Learning,( pp. 198-213 (electronic reserve), also in Harvard Educational Review, May 1977.

SPRING RECESS (March 12-20) – YEAH!!!

_____________________________________________________________________

RED ALERT!!!  Mid-term Examination will be on 

March 23.


​​​​​​March 24-28

What Do Schools Teach

-Hurn text, Chapter 7, pp. 186-224

-Talcott Parsons, (The School Class as a Social System,( (electronic reserve).

-Robert Arnove, (Sociology and the Study of Education Systems,(  pp.117-120 (previous handout, section on (What is Learned in School- Explicit and Hidden Curricula().

-Robert Dreeben, (The Contribution of Schooling to the learning of Norms,( (electronic reserve).

-Samuel Bowles & Herbert Gintis, from Schooling in Capitalist America, Chapter 5, (Education and Personal Development: The Long Shadow of Work,( pp. 125-150 (electronic reserve)

-Phillip W. Jackson, (Life in Classrooms( (electronic reserve).

Optional:
-Gail Kelly, (Colonial Schools in Vietnam: Policy and Practice,( pp. 96-121 (electronic reserve), 

March 29-April 18 

Bureaucracy and Teaching as a Profession
March 29-April 4

Bureaucracy:
-Hurn text, Chapter 8, pp. 225-263

-Robert Arnove, (Sociology and the Study of Education Systems,( pp. 120-121 (previous handout, sections on (How to Education - The  Issue of Freedom,( and (Conclusions().

-John W. Meyer et al., (Bureaucratization without Centralization: Changes in the Organizational System of U.S. Public Education, 1940-1980,( in Arum and Beddie text, pp. 450-463.

-Ann Parker Parelius and Robert J. Parelius, Chapter 4 , (Bureaucratization,( from their book, Sociology of Education , pp. 139-145 (electronic reserve)

-David Rogers, (The Professional Bureaucracy,( (electronic reserve).

-Willard Waller, (The School as a Social Organism,( (electronic reserve).

April 5-18

Teaching as a Profession:

-Williard Waller, (The School and Community,( in Arum and Beatttie text, pp. 86-93.

-Dan Lortie, (The Partial Professionalization of Elementary Teaching,( (electronic reserve). 

-Ronald Corwin, (Teacher Militancy,( from his Education in Crisis, pp. 226-263 (electronic reserve).

-Buechler, Arnove, McCarthy, and Hall, (Constraints on Teachers(  Classroom Effectiveness,( (monograph, Education Reserve Desk), 77 pages.

Optional:
-Michael Goldstein and Peter Donaldson, (Exporting Professionalism,( (electronic reserve),

April 19-27

Reforming the Schools
-Hurn text, Chapter 9, pp. 264-294.

-John Chubb and Terry Moe, (An Institutional Perspective on Schools,( in Arum and Bettie text, pp. 474-488.

-John E. Chubb, (Why the Current Wave of School Reform Will Fail,(  pp. 26-49 (electronic reserve).

-Peter Cookson, (Reformers and Revolutionaries: The Drama of Deregulation,( in Arum and Bettie text, pp. 488-501.

-David Berliner and Bruce Biddle, (The Manufactured Crisis: Myths, Fraud, and the Attack on America(s Public Schools,( in Arum and Bettie text, pp. 502-516.

-Liz McPike, An Interview with Patrick O(Rourke, (Shared Decision 

Making at the School Site: Moving Toward a Professional Model,( pp.10-17+ (electronic reserve).

-David L. Clark and Judith M. Meloy, (Renouncing Bureaucracy:  A Democratic Structure for Leadership in Schools,( pp. 272-93 (electronic reserve))

-Jim Carl, (Parental Choice as National Policy in England and the United States,( (electronic reserve).

Optional:
-Valerie Lee et al., (How High School Organization Influences the Equitable Distribution of Learning in Mathematics and Science,( pp.128-151 (electronic reserve).

-Other readings recommended by members of the class and yours truly.

*Final take-home examination will be due April 27.        






El Fin!

