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In January, Brant Beyer joined the European Union Center (EUC) as the new project manager.  A 2008 

IU graduate, he already has strong connections with the EUC.  He received a Masterôs Degree from the Russian 

and East European Institute (REEI) and a Masterôs of Public Affairs from the School of Public and Environ-

mental Affairs (SPEA), and while at IU he participated in the European Union in the 21st Century program. At 

IU, he focused on EU enlargement and economic development, writing his graduate essay examining how the 

Hungarian minority in Romania uses the EU in their attempts to gain territorial autonomy in Romania.  He be-

came interested in these issues while a Peace Corps Volunteer, working as a community economic development 

volunteer at an NGO that specialized in increasing information and communication technology penetration in high schools.   

 

The EU Center also welcomes its new Graduate Assistant, Chris Walsh.  Chris Walsh is a Masters of Public Affairs Candi-

date concentrating in Comparative and International Affairs and  Economic Development.  A native Hoosier, Chrisô became inter-

ested in the EU while studying The Troubles in Northern Ireland on an off-campus studies program as a student at Hannover Col-

lege.  His academic interests are centered on international cooperation and international organizations.  Upon graduation, Chris 

hopes to work for an international organization such as the European Union or the United Nations. 

  

 As part of IUôs efforts to increase its ties with officials in Indiana, the EUC and SPEA will sponsor a seminar in to discuss 

the importance of the EU for Indiana.  The EU accounts for a majority of foreign direct investment in Indiana and is a major destina-

tion of Indianaôs exports.  In addition, given that the EU is the leader in environmental policy and green technology, decisions made 

in Brussels have a direct impact on Hoosiers.  The EUC will offer information to state officials and politicians about how EU poli-

cies affect Indiana and its economy.  In conjunction with this initiative EUC offers a new seriesð Indiana & The European Union 

information sheet series that explains how the EU affects Indiana.  The inaugural report on international trade and investment can be 

found in this issue.   

 If you have any suggestions for additional topics or would like to write on a topic, please contact the EUC.  Chris will aid 

these initiatives by assisting in the writing and research for the EU@IU newsletter, as well as the new Indiana & The European Un-

ion information sheet series.  He will also be assisting in the production and technical aspects of these publications and the daily op-

erations of the EU Center.  The EUC also wants to increase the EUôs profile among the community in Indiana, and if your group 

would like to hear about the importance of the EU to Indiana, please contact Brant Beyer at eucenter@indiana.edu.   

 

Summer 2009 Programs 

The European Union in the 21st Century 

Space may still remain on this yearôs The European Union in 

the 21st Century, which will be held in Paris, France from May 

10-22, 2009.  In conjunction with the elite École Nationale 

dôAdministration (ENA), this 4 credit class is open to anyone 

interested in the EU and offers the chance to learn about the 

institutions and regulatory framework that makes up the Euro-

pean Union.  Contact Brant Beyer bbeyer@indiana.edu or 

812.856.3832 for more information. 
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The European Union in 2009 

By Brant Beyer 

 

The new year saw a second post-communist country join the Euro Zone, as Slovakia replaced its 

koruna with the Euro, highlighting the success of the countryôs transition from communism.  The poorer of the 

two countries created by Czechoslovakiaôs breakup in 1993, Slovakiaôs chances for EU integration were 

bleak.  With an increasingly corrupt and authoritarian government led by Vladim²r Meļiar, Slovakiaôs NATO and EU accession ne-

gations slowed during the 1990s.  The 1998 election of Mikul§ġ Dzurinda heralded Slovakiaôs economy boom, as he instituted a se-

ries of liberal economic reforms reducing corruption and inflation while attracting foreign direct investment.  As a result, while many 

of its neighbors were forced to delay their euro plans due to their inability to meet the economic requirements of the European Ex-

change Rate Mechanism, Slovakia was able to adopt the euro on time. 

  

 The Western Balkan countries also continue their path towards EU accession in 2009.  Croatia is the closest to joining the 

EU, but major challenges remain.  The Irish rejection of the Lisbon Treaty may prevent Croatiaôs entry, as France has argued that the 

EU cannot absorb any new members until EU institutions are streamlined.  A new roadblock emerged in December, as Slovenia pre-

vented Croatia from opening new chapters of the Acquis communautaire due to a border dispute dating from the breakup of Yugosla-

via.  However, Croatia still expects to be able to join the EU in 2010. The other Western Balkan candidate country, Macedonia, will 

also continue the process towards accession this year, although no major hurdles are expected to appear this year. 

  

 Albania has a major opportunity in 2009 to prove that it fulfills the Copenhagen Criteria.  It will be holding its first parlia-

mentary elections since signing the Stabilisation and Association Agreement in 2006, and these elections need to be properly pre-

pared and conducted to demonstrate Albaniaôs democratic credentials.  Serbia signed a Stabilisation and Association Agreement in 

2008, but many EU member states must still ratify the agreement.  Serbia may become a candidate country this year provided that it 

continues reforms to meet the Copenhagen Criteria and cooperates with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugosla-

via, although its relations with the EU remain strained due to its refusal to recognize Kosovoôs independence.  Kosovo also starts its 

road to accession, as the European Commission will issue a feasibility study this autumn regarding Kosovoôs ability to enter the Sta-

bilisation and Association Process.    While these enlargements are still in the distant future, 2009 will be an important year for the 

integration of the Western Balkans into the EU. 

 

 
2009 Official Candidates  for  

EU Membership: 

 

Croatia 

FYR Macedonia 

Turkey 

Potential Candidates States for  

EU Membership: 

 

Albania 

Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Montenegro 

Serbia 

Kosovo 


