
INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH & ITALIAN presents a lecture by 

Hall Bjornstad 
(Princeton University) 
 

“Vous m’avez fait voir des choses que j’ai ressenties” :  
The King, His Painter and the Public Display of Royal 
Emotions  

The quotation in the title of this lecture records Louis XIV’s 
reaction upon being guided by Charles Le Brun through the 
allegorical meaning of the latter’s paintings in the ceiling of 
the Galerie des Glaces at Versailles. What does the public dis-
play of royal emotions at the symbolic heart of Classical 
France say about absolutism, the self-image of the sovereign, 
and the role of the arts? This lecture addresses these issues 
through a close analysis of the title quotation, key icono-
graphical elements of the gallery and the textual universe 
surrounding it. 

Hall Bjornstad is a postdoctoral fellow at the University of 
Oslo, Norway, and currently a Visiting Postdoctoral Re-
search Associate at Princeton University. He received his 
PhD in French Literature from the University of Oslo in 
2006, and a revised version of his dissertation, entitled 
“Créature sans créateur: Pour une anthropologie baroque 
dans les Pensées de Pascal”, is forthcoming as a monograph with Presses de l’Université Laval, 
Québec. He edited Borrowed Feathers: Plagiarism and the Limits of Imitation in Early Modern 
Europe (Oslo, Unipub, 2008). Dr. Bjornstad’s talk is part of his postdoctoral project “The Mir-
ror of the Sun King: Literature, Politics and the Seventeenth-Century Crisis of Exemplarity”. 

Dr. Bjornstad is a candidate for the position of Assistant Professor of French (17th Century) in 
the Department of French & Italian. This lecture will be in English, to be followed by refresh-
ments. 

5:30 pm, Weds, February 4, 2009 
College Arts & Humanities Institute 
1211 E. Atwater Ave. 

If you have a disability 
and need assistance, 
accommodations can be 
made to meet most 
needs. Please call 855-
5458. 

Detail from Charles Le Brun, « Le roi 
gouverne par lui-même, 1661 » 


