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French officialdom as taboo subjects. Yet while frequently cam-
ouflaged under other names, they have become omnipresent in
French society, as evidenced in flareps such as the Islamic
headscarf affairs and the urban riots of 2005. Resistance to the
formal recognition of ethnic differences has in recent years been
significantly eroded, to the point where the path now appears
open to the compilation of ethnic statistics in all but name. Why
have such steps been resisted for so long? Why are they now
widely considered to be inevitable? What may be their conse-
guences for the future development of French society? These

are among the issues examined in this lecture.

About the speaker:Alec G. Hargreaves is Director of the Win-
throp-King Institute for Contemporary French and Francophone
Studies at Florida State University. A specialist on pasilonial
minorities in France, he has authored and edited humerous pub-
lications includingMulti-Ethnic France: Immigration, Politics, Cul-
ture and Society(London/New York: Routledge, 2007) and
Memory, Empire and PostcolonialismLegacies of French Colo-

nialism (Lanham, MD: Lexington, 2005).
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Sponsored by the
Mary-Margaret Barr
Koon Fund of the
Department of
French & Italian and
the West European
Studies Program.

If you have a disability and
need assistance, accom
modations can be made to
meet most needs. Please
call 8555458.
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