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National Native HIV/AIDS Awareness Day "Stigma, silence, and behavior

are fueling this epidemic. Although these are sensitive isstemust begin

to talk openly and honestly about HIV/AIDS in our communities. |

encourage everyone to engage in discussion with family, friends, guediea

and neighbors about HIV/AIDS within the context of our culture. Eveng ti

we discuss HIV, we lessen the fear, decrease the staymdagliminate the

silence. We then have the opportunity to encourage others to protect
themselves, know their status, and promote a healthier communitfp¥. Charles Grim, The

Director of the Indian Health Service -
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DAY OF SILENCE, April 25, 2008  The Day of Silence is an annual

event held to bring attention to anti-LGBT bullying, harassment and
discrimination in schools. Students and teachers nationwide will observe
the day in silence to echo the silence that LGBT and ally students face
everyday. The Day of Silence is one of the largest student-led actions in
the country.
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In December 1999, the 54th session of the United Nations General Assembly

adopted Resolution 54/134 declaring November 25th the International Day for

the Elimination of Violence Against Women. The origins of November 25th go

back to 1960, when the three Mirabal sisters from the Dominican Republic

were violently assassinated for their political activism. The sisters, kn®wn a

the "Unforgettable Butterflies," became a symbol of the crisis ofvele

against women in Latin America. November 25th was the date chosen to
commemorate their lives and promote global recognition of gender violence, aneéhas be
observed in Latin America since the 1980s. Source: UNIFEM.
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