
Gay Russia 

 

During the 19th century, Russia existed on the outskirts of Western civilization. For most 

of the 20th century, as a communist society they existed behind an iron curtain. 

Throughout the years, Russia’s Lesbian and Gay population have contributed to a rich 

Russian cultural heritage. 

 

 

Out Of the Blue: Russia’s hidden gay 

Literature Edited BY Kevin Moss  

This easily accessible anthology pulls together bits of 

poetry and short stories, assembling an entertaining 

and informative patchwork of gay life in Russia, from 

as early as the 19th century, through the Soviet era.  

 

Dancer by Colum McCann 

This kaleidoscopic novel of biographical fiction tells the life of renowned Russian ballet dancer 

Rudolf Nureyev.  Narrated by the people who knew him best, this paced book follows him from 

a peasant childhood, into Communist exile for his sexual orientation, and down the slippery 

slope of ‘70s Western culture. 

 

Cracks in the Iron Closet: Travels in Gay and Lesbian Russia by David Tuller 

In this insightful travel memoir, David Tuller explores gay and lesbian life in Russia during the 

‘90s. While not exactly finding a queer utopia, he discovers a world not nearly as oppressive as 

he had expected. Written with sensitivity, Tuller explores the mystery of the human condition as 

he falls in love with a Russian lesbian. 

 

Happy Reading!  

Eleanor Moss 

Library Coordinator  
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