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Challenges Ahead with Insurance

Costs and Mission Differentiation
Message from GPSO Moderator Paul Rohwer

Whirlwind change is happening to the University. While the long-term
outlook is positive, here are the challenges:

Combined insurance cost for students, dependents, and internationals
has risen from $3.8 to $7.2 million. The University will cover 40% of the
57% increase. We are faced with tough decisions. The two extremes

are to increase the cost obscenely or lower benefits drastically. Neither
works. Please attend our Open Forum on February 24, come to our
assembly meetings, get involved and share your thoughts.

Mission differentiation is the current driver for change here in Bloomington.
We’re now the flagship campus. That means the enrollment standard for
undergraduates will rise and the campus will become more research focused.
In the background, the financial structure is currently under review. Tuition
waiver policy, teaching appointments, and University integration hang in the
balance.

Continued on next page >>

PhD Comics Creator Jorge Cham is Coming!

The GPSO is excited to announce that Jorge Cham is coming to [U!

Cham is the creator of Piled Higher and Deeper (PhD), the comic strip
about life (or the lack thereof) in grad school. Often called the Dilbert of ac-
ademia, PHD has appeared in the Stanford, MIT, Caltech and Carnegie Mel-
lon newspapers among others. Published online, it receives over 2.7 million
page views a month from over 1000 universities and colleges worldwide.

Cham obtained his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Georgia Tech and
his M.S. and Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering (specializing in Robotics)
from Stanford University, where he started drawing PHD. He is currently a
Research Associate and Instructor at Caltech. Life is tough and then you
graduate, the second
collection of PhD
comics to date,

was published

in April 2005.

Join us for this free
event on Monday,
Feb. 27 from

7:00 -8:00 pm in the
Fine Arts Auditorium!




Message from the Moderator (continued)

These are just a few of our current challenges. A subtler challenge is our
university life. GPSO’s rock climbing, ice skating, Valentine’s dance, and
research symposium are designed to bring us together. Our graduate and
professional organizations need to collaborate. 8,000 of us are better together,
so please encourage yours to co-sponsor events for us all.

Health Insurance Tips

The SAA Health Committee has suggested the following tips concerning
insurance benefits:

1) The health center fills any prescription, including those from other doctors.
2) For outpatient surgery, make sure the facility is also covered by insurance.

3) You can check your claim status online at http://www.chickering.com/stu_
conn/student_connection.aspx?group number=812849.

4) If there are problems, you may file a grievance with the state at http:/www.
state.in.us/idoi/complaint_form/index.html.

5) You can also contact Carrie Canfield, Student Health Insurance
Coordinator, at ccanfiel@indiana.edu or 856-4650 if you have questions.

2006 Statehouse Visit

Each February, Hoosiers for Higher Education
(HHE) hosts the Annual Statehouse Visit. This

is an opportunity for HHE members from across
the state to gather in Indianapolis and visit with
their elected officials about Indiana University and
higher education.

HHE members are also invited to attend a reception with their elected officials
to hear an update on higher education issues. The visit begins at 2:00 pm and
ends at 6:00 pm. IU students can become members of HHE free of charge by
signing up online at www.gov.indiana.edu/hhe/.

For more information, contact HHE at 855-1970.

GPSO Research and Travel Grants Spring Deadlines

Deadlines are quickly approaching for the GPSO’s Research and Travel
Grants. Applications are now accepted electronically on our website at
www.indiana.edu/~gpso.

Our Travel Grants help support travel expenses to conferences where the
student’s work will be presented or to workshops/special training that will
benefit the student professionally. Deadline: February 22

Our Research Grants are awarded for research expenses incurred in
connection with academic research, such as travel to special libraries or
laboratories, payment to consultants, the purchase of microfilm and computer
supplies, specialized equipment, and duplication of vital materials for
research. Deadline: March 31
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