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Common Property News & Notes

Network To Continue

Many members have inquired about the future
status of the Network. After a long period of limbo, it
appears that funding will be available for an additional
1-2 years. Extensive discussions were held with
possible funding sources and with the Board of
Directors of the International Association for the Study
of Common Property (IASCP). The tentative results
are as follows; the Ford Foundation will provide funds
which should be adequate to continue operation of the
network and publication of the Digest in its present
format and with its present mailing list through the end
of 1992. The IASCP has made a tentative commitment
to assuming responsibility for the Digest from the
Center for International Food and Agricultural Policy at
the University of Minnesota at the end of this transition
period. Depending on resources available, some
changes in format of the newsletter and subscription
rates may be necessary when this transfer occurs.
These details will be worked out between the Center
and the Association in coming months. Activities
during the interim will include development of a new
information format for the membership database,
circulation of an inventory to update the revised
database and production of a new membership
directory to disseminate this updated information. We
may also experiment with some revised formats for the
Digest such as a smaller four or six-page issue
containing only news and announcements. This would
be produced on an alternating basis with the current
format which contains publication notes in addition to
news and announcements. A total of six issues would
then be published each year, on a bimonthly basis.
This might solve the current problem of some position
announcements or calls for papers being "stale" before
the next issue if they are received just as one issue
goes to press or is mailed.

This issue contains 24 pages, largely devoted to
notes on publications. This increased size was
required to reduce a large backlog of materials
submitted for review which had developed during the
past six months.

Additional information about the future of the
Network and Digest will be made available in
forthcoming issues. A revised questionnaire to update
the membership database will also be included with
the June or September issue.

Many members wrote in expressing their views on
the usefulness of the network, this support is greatly
appreciated.
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Friends Network

The following communication was received from
Network member in India.

"Friends Network is a network of concerned
individuals who share a common view - the view that
information can be a key resource for any meaningful
intervention in today's world. There is a need for
critical information on various issues. To promote
alternative perspectives and discourses, such
information is vital.

"With this outlook, Friends Network has just begun
to gather information for documenting and
disseminating while pooling the available resources.
Some of us are concentrating on collection and
documentation of materials pertaining to:

- Bio-technology and its impact with special
reference to the third world and India

- Genetic engineering and reproductive rights of
women

- Information and communication technology and
developments in artificial intelligence & robotics, the
issues and implications for India and third world, and
the questions relating to communication and control.

- Nuclear energy and ecology, renewable sources
of energy, the nature of the energy crisis in India, the
options available;

We are also interested in development, health,
ecology, socio-political movements and ideologies,
feminism, peace and development and alternative
perspectives on various issues/questions. The
Network consists of individuals who are from various
walks of life.

"Right now the individuals associated with the
Network are involved in, among other things, an
antinuclear campaign, campaign for housing rights,
etc. Some of us are working on questions relating to
media, feminism, impact of science and technology,
understanding mass culture and popular culture,
among other issues.

"We are planning to bring out a series of
monographs in Tamil. To begin with, a monograph on
bio-technology and its impact on third world
agriculture is planned. We propose to publish short
abstracts/synopsis of important articles/books also.
The possibility of collecting video films and other
audio-visual materials is also being explored.

"The necessary monetary and manpower resources
will be available from members of the network.
Production and distribution of demo packages as
public domain software that can run on IBM PC
compatibles is also planned.”

Contact:
K. Sundar,/ K. Ravi Srinivas
Friends Network
2, Jawahar Road,
Madurai, 625 002
Tamil Nadu, INDIA

The Common Property
Research Network

The Common Property Resource Digest is
the primary communication medium of the
Common Property Resource Network. Funded
with grants from the Ford Foundation and the
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the CPR Network
seeks to disseminate information dealing with
common property resources, their
management, and policies related to their use.
It also seeks to foster communication between
professionals who work with common property
resources; whether as policymakers,
administrators, researchers, or educators. The
ultimate goal of the network is to improve the
conservation and wise use of these resources,
and to improve the wellbeing of those people
who depend on common property for their
livelihood. Membership in the network is open
to any individual or institution having an active
professional interest in common property
resources. At present, there is no charge for
membership.

The Common Property Resource Digest is
published and the CPR Network is
administered by the Center for International
Food and Agricultural Policy of the University of
Minnesota. Facilities are provided by the
Department of Agricultural and Applied
Economics. Dr. C. Ford Runge is the project
director and Edward D. Lotterman is the
network administrator and Digest editor.

Functioning of the network depends on
active participation by its members. Members
are asked to report on their professional
activities, as well as publications, conferences,
and other items of interest. News items,
announcements, publications for review,
suggestions, and questions should be sent to
the Digest editor at the following address:

Common Property Resource Digest
332e C.0.B.

1994 Buford Avenue

St. Paul MN 55108 U.S.A.

Tel: (612) 625-7019

FAX: (612) 625-6245




Announcements

Positions
ILCA

The Internationa Livestock Centre for Africa (ILCA)
seeks an economist with experience in livestock
and/or natural resource management in developing
countries. Interested individuals should contact ILCA
through one of the media listed below, supplying a
telephone, fax, Telex or mail address to which ILCA
can return particulars.

International Livestock Centre for Africa
Telephone: 251-1 613215

Telex: 21207 ILCA ET

Fax:251-1 611892

EMail: ILCA CG1070, PO Box 5689

Purdue

The Department of Agricultural Economics of
Purdue University seeks an Assistant Professor of
Agricultural Economics to conduct research and
teaching in policy analysis in international
development. A Ph.D. is required and overseas

experience and foreign language skills are preferred. A

complete application should include a resume,
transcripts of all university degrees and the names,
addresses and telephone numbers of three persons
who could evaluate the applicant's qualifications.
Applications and inquiries should be directed to:

Dr. Wallace E. Tyner

Department of Agricultural Economics
Purdue University

West Lafayette Indiana 47907-1145 USA

AIRD

Associates for International Resources and
Development, (AIRD) a Boston-based consulting firm
seeks junior and senior economists for its home office.
AIRD works primarily in Africa and Asia. Considerable
travel will be required. Positions are available for
individuals with doctorates or master's degrees.
Experience and French language skills are important.
Direct inquiries to:

J. Dirck Stryker

AIRD

287 Alewife Brook Parkway
Somerville Massachusetts 02144 USA

IFPRI

The International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI) is currently recruiting a research fellow to
initiate and coordinate their work on natural resource
management as it relates to food policy. A Ph.D. is
required. For more information contact:

Personnel/Nat-Res

IFPRI

1776 Massachusetts Avenue N.W.
Washington DC 20036 USA

Conferences

Common Property Conference

The Second Annual Meeting of the International
Association for the Study of Common Property will be
held September 26-29, 1991 in Winnipeg, Canada.

Relevant subject areas for the conference include:

- agricultural and resource economics

- anthropology of development;

- rural sociology

- applied ecology and resource management

- development planning

- environmental planning

- ecological economics

- economic geography

- environmental and forest history

- experimental economics

- institutional economics

- game theory and the evolution of cooperation

- international environmental cooperation

- political science and public choice

- public policy

- social psychology and social traps.

For more information, write to the program

committee chair:

Dr. Fikret Berkes

Brock University

St. Catharines, Ontario L2S 3A1, Canada
Telephone: (416)688-5550/3291

Fax: (416) 682-9020 or 688-2789



CPR Publications

East-West Working Papers

The Environment and Policy Institute: of the East-
West Center publishes:a working| paper series which
frequently deals. withr common property resources. in
Asia and the Pacific region. Abstracts and extracts,
fromi three recent papers. in this series follow:.,

Forest Resources and Indigenous
Management in Nepal

"Abstract: It is a widely held view that Nepall has
undergone widespread| deforestation. The reality is
that while some parts of the: hill regions have lost a
great deall of their forest cover, many others are still
well covered, It is postulated that villagers respond to
shortages of forest products by developing indigenous
systems for managing the forests under their control.
This is in spite of the fact that legal ownership of most
of the forests rests with the government. The type of
system that arises and the way it develops depend on
the 'perceived need' of the villagers for particular forest
products.

"A model is described, which explains the various
reactions of individuals and community groups in
terms of resource availability. This also allows insights
into why externally sponsored community forestry
programs may succeed or fail."

"CONCLUSIONS: A number of conclusions can be
drawn from the case study material presented in this
paper.

- There is a clear linkage between 'perceived need'
of forest products and response of individuals and
communities to initiate and continue indigenous
systems of forest management.

- Villagers display a dearly demonstrated ability to
manage forest resources that they consider to be their
own, regardless of the legal land tenure. However,
many of the indigenous management systems that
have arisen are relatively new and are not remnants of
old systems. There is a need to foster a social and
institutional environment that will encourage these
systems to flourish and improve. It is importantto
realize that these systems are quite dynamic and
subject to alteration as both internal and external
influences change. It could be quite damaging to
develop a rigid institutional framework within which all
systems must fit, just to satisfy the bureaucratic
requirements of government or donor agencies.

- The notion of the 'tragedy of the commons' is
soundly refuted for forests in the hill regions of Nepal
where many resources are managed effectively as
common property regimes.

- There are practical implications for implementers
of forestry programs in terms of determining priorities

for effectively allocating| resources. of personnell and
money. The fact that an area is bare of trees should
not necessarily be taken by implementers.as an
indication of local interest in (or need of) afforestation.
It is necessary to consider access by each,village for
available forest resources. Treeless areas must be
considered| in the context of the: resources; available in
adjacent areas."

Gilmour, Donald A. Forest Resources and
Indigenous:Management in Nepal ' (Working| Paper
No. 17) Honolulu, East-West Center, 1989. 15 pp.

Indigenous Systems of Common Property
Forest Management in Nepal

"Abstract: Indigenous systems of forest
management are now increasingly recognized in
Nepal, but analysis of them is limited. This paper
reviews the literature and presents an analysis based
on cases studied within two districts in an attempt to
remove some of the mystique.

"It is argued that workable forest management
systems are invariably based on consensus about use-
rights and agreed rules governing forest use. Many
systems are not elaborated beyond this level of
institutionalized rules and practices. In some cases,
however, organizational structures develop which
provide a more formal basis for management.

"It is also argued that indigenous organizations
concerned with forest management are usually of
recent origin and are not 'traditional’ in the sense of
being old. They are not mere remnants of previous
systems, but dynamic responses to new situations.
Nevertheless, the new systems sometimes adopt some
of the formal features of earlier systems. Thus, the
structures are new, but there is often continuity with
cultural forms from the past.

"It is suggested that existing systems should be
recognized and built upon in official attempts to
manage forests."

Fisher, R.J. Indigenous Systems of Common
Property Forest Management in Nepal (Working
Paper No. 18) Honolulu, East-West Center, 1989,
23 pp.

Common Resource Management in
Pakistan

"SUMMARY: We began this paper with an analysis
of Hardin's thesis of 'the tragedy of the commons." We
suggested that he is right that human behavior has
tragic implications when there is free access to a
commons but wrong in thinking that this is the norm in
traditional contexts. In the normal traditional context,



access is not free and the principle of the commons
works effectively, as Buzdar, Jodha, and Barth show in
their studies. It works in these contexts because of the
existence of sanctions. These tend to weaken or
disappear in the course of integration of traditional
societies into the developing modern state - and then
the principle of the commons stops working during the
hiatus before truly effective modern systems and
sanctions can be developed and imposed.

"We then investigated the treatment of common
property concepts in two forestry development
projects in Pakistan, one funded by the World Bank
and the other by USAID. The former attempted to
employ them, with dismaying results, so the latter
shied away from them. We concluded that the
problems of incorporating common property concepts
in development projects can be attributed not only to
the difficulty of creating new institutions but to the
failure to realize that any new (or old) institution needs
to be supported by sanctions. This failure in turn is
associated with unfounded beliefs in the communal
character of traditional society.

“In conclusion, we recommended that development
projects build upon extant social institutions where
ever possible. One of the few remaining traditional
institutions with any power of sanction, we noted, is
religion, and we suggested that the teachings of Islam
in particular should be studied and utilized in the
planning and development of social forestry in
Pakistan."

Dove, Michael R. & Abdul Latif Rao Common

Resource Management in Pakistan: Garrett

Hardin in the Jung/at (Working Paper No. 23)

Honolulu, East-West Center, 1990. 14 pp.
East-West Center Working Papers are available from:

Environment and Policy Institute

East-West Center

1777 East-West Road

Honolulu, Hawaii 96848 USA

Traditional Marine Resource Management
in the Pacific

Network members Ken Ruddle and R.E. Johannes
have compiled a lengthy anthology of papers dealing
with traditional marine resource management in the
Pacific. The papers were written as part of various
UNESCO collaborative programs in Southeast Asia;
some were previously published but were soon out of
print. The table of contents follows:

- Introduction. Kenneth Ruddle & R.E. Johannes

- Keeping the Sea: Aspects of Marine Tenure in
Mrovo Lagoon. Edvard Hviding

- Maritime Claims by Aboriginal Groups in Northern
Australia. Stephen Davis

- Traditional Management and Conservation of
Fisheries in Kiribati and Tuvalu Atolls. Leon P.
Zann

- Traditional Marine Resource Management Among
the Nenema of Northwestern New Caledonia.
M.H. Teulieres

- Territorial Regulation in the Small-Scale Fisheries of
Itoman, Okinawa. Tomoya Akimichi

- Social Organization and Types of Sea Tenure in
Micronesia. Ken-ichi Sudo

- Do Traditional Marine 'Reserves’ Conserve? A View
of Indonesian and New Guinean Evidence. N.V.C.
Polunin

- Tokelau Fishing in Traditional and Modern Contexts.
Antony Hooper

- Assessing Traditional Fishing Rights Systems in the
Context of Marine Resource Management: A
Torres Strait Example. by R.E. Johannes & J.W.
MacFarlane

-The Continuity of Traditional Management
Practises: The Case of Japanese Coastal Fisheries.
Kenneth Ruddle

- A Traditional Base for Inshore Fisheries
Development in the Solomon Islands. Graham B.K.
Baines

- Marine Resource Use in Papua New Guinea: Can
Traditional Concepts and Contemporary
Development be Integrated. Andrew Wright

- Adapting Traditional Marine Tenure and
Management Practices to the Modern Fisheries
Framework in the Cook Islands. Neil A. Sims

- The Traditional Management of the Kelong in
Singapore. Cynthia Chou Gek Hua

- Aguacuiture in Ancient Hawaii. B.A. Costa-Pierce

Some of the papers included in this volume were

Ruddle, Kenneth & R. E. Johannes Traditional
Marine Resource Management in the Pacific
Basin: An Anthology. Jakarta, UNESCO/ROSTEA,
1989. 410 pp. No price stated.

UNESCO

Regional Office for Science

& Technology for SE Asia

JIn. M.H. Thamrin 14

Jakarta INDONESIA

Social Forestry In India |

Network member S.A. Shah has compiled a
historical overview of social forestry and forestry policy
in India. A retired official of the Indian Forest Service,
Shah had the opportunity to view the development of
social forestry in his nearly 40 years of service. In his
extensive paper he reviews three periods; 1950-1975,
1975-1985, and 1985 to the present. He concludes
with an evaluation of the current situation and a fifteen-
point program for improvement. A brief bibliography is
included.

Shah, S.A., Evolution of Social Forestry Practices
in India: Lessons Learnt (1950-1989). Typescript,
92 pp.

S.A. Shah

1190 Park Avenue

Waynesburg Pennsylvania 15730 USA
Telephone: (412)852-1722



Social Forestry In India Il

The FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
together with the Indian Institute of Management in
Ahmedabad has published a report entitled Studies on
Social Forestry in India: Management Perspectives.
The volume contains the following papers, nearly all
the authors listed are IIM staff members.

1. Beyond the Targets: Summary of the Papers by
Prakash M. Shingi

2. Social Forestry Programme: Analysis of
Components, Tasks and Linkages by V.R. Gaikwad

3. Social Forestry Projects: Objectives and
Performance by K.R.S. Murthy

4. Nursery Management by P.M. Shingi & S.P.

Seetharaman
. Choice of Tree and Grass Species for Social
Forestry Plantations: Some Issues by Tirath Gupta

6. Community Forestry: A Case Study of Samrer
Village by S.P. Seetharaman & P.M. Shingi

7. Some Socio-Economic and Management Aspects
of Farm Forestry by Tirath Gupta

8. Aerial Seeding in Chambal Ravines of Madhya
Pradesh by Ranjit Gupta

9. Protection of Social Forestry Plantations by Tirath
Gupta

10. Training Component in Social Forestry Project:
Some Operational Aspects by V.R. Gaikwad

11. Financial Planning for Social Forestry by V.
Raghunathan & S.K. Barua

12. NGO And Women's Involvement in Wastelands
Development: A Case Study of Kasturba Trust and
Nagaziri Experiment by Nirmala Murthy

13. Improved Chulhas: A Review of Efforts by Girja
Sharan

14. Management of Natural Vegetation on Degraded
Lands by Tirath Gupta

15. Employment and Income Generation in Social
Forestry Programmes by Gurdev Singh

16. Impacts of Social Forestry Project: A Case Study
of Baduan Division by Gurdev Singh

17. People's Forestry in Jawaja: An Experiment in
Educational Innovation by Ranjit Gupta

18. Social Forestry as People's Programme:
Organizational Strengths and Limitations by P.K.
Shingi & S.P. Seetharaman

19. Social Forestry Administration: An Extension
Framework for Restructuring by P.K. Shingi

Shingi, Prakash M., Studies on Social Forestry in
India. Bangkok, FAO, 1990. 240 pp.

(2]

Community Forestry Lessons

The FAO Regional Office, in collaboration with the
East-West Center has also published a edited volume
on community forestry. Subtitled "Lessons from Case
Studies in Asia and the Pacific Region", it includes the
following articles:

- Schoolchildren and Community Forestry: the
Experience of West Bengal, India by Nilamber
Chatterjee

- Sloping Agricultural Land Technology (SALT): A
Social Forestry Model in the Philippines by Harold
R. Watson & Warlito A Laquihon

- Community Forestry in Customary Lands: Lessons
from Papua New Guinea by Francisco Cortez

-Acacia Nilotica for Rural Development In Pakistan:
A Century-Old Experience in Social Forestry by
Mahmood Igbal Sheikh

- Incentives and Distribution of Benefits in Community
Forestry. The Case of Nepal by Ramrajya L.J.
Shrestha

- Social Forestry in the Philippines' Uplands: A
University's Perspective by Rowe V. Cadelifia

- Economic Development and Changing Forest
Problems and Policies: The Case of Korea by Ho-
SungOh

- Lucaena Production as an Economic Measure: A
Report on Taiwan's Private Tree Farmers by Pao-
chang Kuo and l-an Jen

- Change in Traditional Management of Forests: A
Study of Thailand's Karen Hill People by Peter
Hoare and Somphob Larchrojna

- Community Participation in Rural Development:
Some Insights from Yogyakarta, Indonesia by
Linda Christanty and Johan Iskandar

- Helping Rural People Help Themselves: A Report on
Thailand's Forest Villages by Komon Pragtong

- Uplifting Thailand's Disadvantaged Villagers: An
Interagency Highland Development Program by
Viroj Pimmanrojnagool and Sittichai Ungphakom

- Participatory Upland Development: Views from
Rizal, Philippines by Sinesio M. Mariano

Rao, Y.S., Marilyn Hoskins, Napoleon T. Vergara &
Charles P. Castro eds. Community Forestry: Case
Studies in Asia and the Pacific Region. Bangkok,

FAQO, not dated. 248 pp.

Forestry Education in Asia

A third FAO forestry publication reports on the state
of forestry education in the Asia-Pacific region. The
report lists institutions offering professional education
in forestry, reviews curriculum development, research,
linkages, innovations, and problems which these
institutions face. Nearly half of the report is devoted to
annexes detailing the curricula at nineteen different
institutions.

FAOQ, Forestry Education in the Asia-Pacific

Region. Bangkok, FAO, 1989. 115 pp.

For copies of any of the three publications
described above, write to:

Regional Forestry Officer

FAO Regional Office for Asia

& the Pacific
Maliwan Mansion, Phra Atit Road
Bangkok 10200, THAILAND



Economic Analysis of Agroforestry

Three participants in a Workshop on Agroforestry
for Sustainable Development, held in Swaziland in
1989, prepared a paper outlining their thoughts on
Financial and Economic Analysis of Agroforestry: Key
Issues. The authors describe their objective in the
Preface.

"This paper breaks new ground in one main aspect:
that is, in combining an economic perspective with a
study of natural resources (especially sails) in the
setting of agroforestry enterprises for poor farmers.
We use existing information from a number of
disciplines - economics, sociology, development
studies, ecology and environmental science - to
address a problem critical to rural development. How
can rational decisions be made on whether to invest in
or support agroforestry?"

The paper essentially deals with four questions:

- the technique of cost-benefit analysis and its
analytical steps

- rural household decision-making and agroforestry

- quantifying the direct outputs of agroforestry

- technical models to support cost-benefit analysis.

The authors discuss these topics at some length
and generally conclude that much remains to be done
in the economic analysis of agroforestry. Their paper
will be useful for many persons working in this field.
Stocking and Abel are on the faculty of the School of
Development Studies at the University of East Anglia,
Bojo is at the Stockholm School of Economics.

Stocking, Michael, Jan Bojo, & Nick Abel.
Financial and Economic Analysis of Agroforestry:
Key Issues. London, Commonwealth Secretariat,
1989. 73 pp.

Commonwealth Science Council

Commonwealth Secretariat

Marlborough House

Pall Mall

London SW1Y 5HX UNITED KINGDOM

Participatory Rural Appraisal

A consortium of four institutions, the National
Environmental Secretariat of the Government of Kenya,
Clark University, Egerton University, and the World
Resources Institute have published a training manual
for carrying out participatory rural appraisal efforts. Its
purpose is describes as follows.

"This Handbook is a guide for village leaders and
field extension officers working in local resource
management. It enables agents to help rural
communities define problems, prioritize project
activities, and adopt village-based resource
management plans." The table of contents indicates its
approach:

“I. Introduction and Background
II. PRA: A Promising Approach 'From the Ground
Up'

. Getting Started
- Site Selection
- Composition of the PRA Team
- Preliminary Visits to the Site
IV. Data Gathering
- Secondary Data About the Site
- Field Data
1. Spatial Data
2. Time-related Data
3. Social Data
4. Technical Data
V. Organization of Problems and Opportunities
VI. Ranking Problems and Opportunities
VII. Creating Village Resource Management Plans
VIII. Epilogue: Evaluation, Monitoring and Follow-up
IX. Suggested Readings

The Handbook is described as "part of a new
publications series that complements conferences,
workshops and training programs sponsored by the
NGO Support Services Program. Each volume has a
different focus, but all are designed to disseminate
findings and lessons learned in working with
developing country NGOs and the international
development community. The series is intended for
practitioners of development, whether government
development or extension agents, NGOs, community
leaders. field workers, concerned academics, or
professional trainers in project design, monitoring and
evaluation."

World Resources Institute et.al. Participatory Rural

Appraisal Handbook (Natural Resources

Management Support Series - No. 1) Washington

D.C., WRI, 1990. 90 pp. US$10.00

(This Handbook and information on other volumes
in the series described above can be obtained from
WRI at the address listed at the end of the next article.)

Demographic & Tenurial Aspects of TFAP

Owen Lynch, a lawyer who works extensively with
indigenous rights and natural resource laws, has
produced a paper entitled Whither the People?
Demographic, Tenurial and Agricultural Aspects of the
Tropical Forestry Action Plan. This report was
produced by Lynch in his capacity as a consultant to
the World Resources Institute and is published by that
institution.

"Whither the People examines the Tropical Forestry
Action Plan from a perspective which focuses on an
estimated 500 million small-scale resource users living
in or directly dependent on tropical forests. The author
reviewed the TFAPs of Papua New Guinea, Tanzania,
and the Philippines because 'they highlighted a greater
awareness of the presence, needs and potentials of
forest dwellers than do the TFAPs of many other
countries." Nevertheless, he identifies serious
shortcomings in all three TFAPs and proceeds to
explain the importance of demographic, tenurial and
agricultural issues in the ongoing effort to conserve
and sustainably manage tropical forests.



"The report concludes with recommendations for
improving the people-oriented aspects of national-level
TFAPs in particular and tropical forest policies in
general."

Lynch, Owen J. Whither the People?
Demographic, Tenurial and Agricultural Aspects of
the Tropical Forestry Action Plan Washington
D.C., World Resources Institute, 1990. 24 pp.
World Resources Institute

1709 New York Avenue N.W.

Washington D.C. 20006 USA

Telephone: (202) 638-6300

Telex: 64414 WRIWASH

FAX: (202) 638-0036

Preserving the Global Environment

The American Assembly, a organization that holds
nonpartisan meetings on issues important to US policy
conducted a meeting on the theme of "Preserving the
Global Environment" in April 1990. The program
included a number of papers commissioned for the
program and earmarked for publication in an
accompanying book as well as other sessions. The
following excerpts are taken from the Final Report of
the meeting.

"Three indivisibly linked global environmental trends
together constitute an increasingly grave challenge to
the habitability of the earth. They are human
population growth; tropical deforestation and the rapid
loss of biological diversity; and global atmospheric
change, including stratospheric ozone loss and
greenhouse warming. These trends threaten nations'
economic potential, therefore their internal political
security, their citizens' health (because of increased
ultraviolet radiation), and, in the case of global
warming, possibly their very existence. No more basic
threat to national security exists. Thus, together with
economic interdependence, global environmental
threats are shifting traditional security concerns to a
focus on collective global security.

"The 1990s offer an historic opportunity for action
that must not be allowed to slip. Not only do the global
environmental trends pose an urgent threat to the
planet's long term future, but the waning of the Cold
War also lifts a heavy psychological and economic
burden from both governments and individuals, freeing
human, physical, and financial resources to meet the
new challenge.

"There is evidence that developing countries are
ready to become partners in this global endeavor.
However, their willingness to act will depend on help
from the industrialized countries to alleviate the poverty
which is a major aggravating cause of population
growth and environmental degradation. It will also
depend on the industrialized countries' demonstrated
commitment to reduce their heavy per capita
consumption of natural resources and ecological
services. The industrialized countries, in short, must
prove through concrete action that they take

environmental issues seriously. The other side of the
equation that determines environmental stress, which
must be addressed, is population growth: 95 percent
of which will otherwise occur in the developing
countries.”

"Tropical Deforestation and Loss of Biodiversity:
Tropical deforestation and the loss of a diverse set of
species rob the earth of its biological richness, which
undermines long-range ecological security and global
economic potential. Nearly 20 million hectares of
tropical forests are lost every year. Conservative
estimates put the extinction rate at one hundred
species per day: a rate unmatched since the
disappearance of the dinosaurs. Escalating human
populations, deforestation, disruptions of watersheds,
soil loss, and land degradation are all linked in a
vicious cycle that perpetuates and deepens poverty,
and often creates ecological refugees.

"Because deforestation and the loss of biodiversity
result first from mismanagement at the local level,
effective interventions must also occur at this level,
building upon local norms, traditions, and cultures that
will promote sustainable management. Recent efforts
to restore common property management by
indigenous peoples in the Amazon basin of Colombia
and Ecuador are notable initiatives. This approach
respects the rights of indigenous populations and the
wisdom of their institutions, and is likely to be low in
cost.

"At the national level, effective management will
require a commitment to conservation, land use
planning, secure property rights, and sustainable
agroforestry, so that forests provide a continued flow
of goods and services, with minimal ecological
disruption. Timber harvesting must reflect long-term
scarcity values, consistent with full environmental and
social cost accounting. Tropical forests are often
sacrificed for a fraction of their real value by nations in
search of quick sources of foreign exchange. While
'debt-for-nature’ swaps by the private sector are helpful
and should be expanded, they are unlikely to be
sufficient either to save forest ecosystems or to relieve
debt loads. However, the opportunity exists to include
government debt in this process and to complement
the international debt strategy by linking reduction in
public sector debt to policy reforms with environmental
benefits.

"What policy goals and means are appropriate
locally, nationally, and internationally?

- While respecting local and community property
rights which promote ecologically sound
management, national governments can help most
by eliminating distorted economic incentives that
encourage mismanagement, such the granting of
property titles in return for forest clearing, and
below-cost timber sales. International institutions
should encourage such reforms which, at the
same time, relieve the pressure on remaining
tropical forests and help bring about their
sustainable exploitation.



