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Play begins 9:00 AM both mornings

All-Star Game and Bounce Contest Saturday night
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hosted at: 
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-HPER Wildermuth-
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The Indiana University and University of Illinois Men’s Volleyball Clubs would like 

to take this opportunity to welcome you and thank you for attending the Sixth 

Annual Hoosier-Illini Classic!

Through the past five years, this event has grown from a competitive regional 

event with mostly Midwestern teams to a prestigious national tournament that 

includes teams from the East Coast to the Rocky Mountains. The hard work and 

planning for the Hoosier-Illini Classic (HIC) begins almost a year in advance, as 

teams hope to secure their place in the next year’s tournament as the current one 

concludes. Behind the scenes, Mr. Dan Kitchel, Director of Competition for the 

Midwest Intercollegiate Volleyball Association (MIVA), helps the tournament run 

smoothly year after year.

In 2002, the HIC debuted, fielding 28 teams, mostly from the Midwest. Michigan 

State defeated Lakeland College to win the inaugural title. Indiana University 

and Eckerd College were the semi-finalists. The event was a dual success, since it 

provided excellent competition for the participants and helped the co-hosting 

clubs raise funds for their programs.

In the following years, the tournament has increased competition  and grown to 

40 Teams.  For many participants, the tournament is known as a “mini-nationals”. and 

also refutes the idea that teams must travel to tournaments in the western region 

to face the top competition. The point was made clear in 2005. The finals of the 2005 

HIC, as well as the outcome, was a duplicate of the NIRSA National Championship 

Final with Marquette University topping the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh for 

the title.

In 2006, the HIC participation saw its greatest reach across the country. Out-of-

region teams from Texas A&M and Central Florida, already mainstays over the past 

couple years in the HIC field, were joined by the Universities of Utah and Colorado 

University’s squads. These two additions to the field brought a two of the 

strongest, most consistently competitive teams from the West. Also in attendance 

were strong eastern teams from SUNY-Buffalo, Virginia Tech, and the Navy.  In 

all, these teams from outside the midwest contribute to the national feel of the 

tournament.

Perhaps the greatest aspect of the HIC is that it attracts many of the country’s 

strongest teams, including the past two NIRSA National Champions. In 2006, HIC 

teams made up nearly half of the 48 team Division I field at Nationals in Salt Lake 

City, and also included the Division I-AA Champions – University of Missouri. The 

HIC looks to sustain its status as a tournament with national appeal that fields top 

competition.

The hard work and planning for the Hoosier-Illini Classic (HIC) begins almost a 

year in advance, with teams trying to secure a berth in the next year’s tournament 

even as the current one concludes. The HIC would like to acknowledge the 

invaluable assistance of Mr. Dan Kitchel, Director of Competition for the Midwest 

Intercollegiate Volleyball 

Association (MIVA), who works 

behind the scenes to help the 

tournament run smoothly each 

year.
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W
hile the action of the 2005 HIC was difficult to match, the 2006 version provided 

some of the biggest upsets seen since the tournament’s inception, making it one 

of the most exciting, and at times frustrating HIC for its participants and fans. 

Most notably, two Top Ten teams from the Big Ten were thwarted in their quest for HIC 

glory. Michigan State and the University of Illinois dropped their round of sixteen 

contests to Texas A&M and University of Notre Dame respectively, prematurely ending 

their bid for the title. 

Meanwhile, Wisconsin teams were making quite a dent in the action by claiming three 

of the semi-finalist positions in the form of University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, Lakeland, 

and University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. Oshkosh went on to claim their first HIC 

title, and eventually the National Championship marking the second straight season 

the HIC champion claimed the NIRSA National Title as well.

Also of note was the University of Dayton’s second straight trip to the HIC 

semifinals, as well as Pittsburgh’s recovery from a rough first day to a Silver Division 

championship. Although Notre Dame and Texas A&M provided the two biggest upsets 

of the tournament, neither was able to continue their winning ways any further into 

the tournament.

Your hosting Hoosiers outplayed their seed the first day, finishing second in their 

pool while surprising Lakeland by pushing them to the limit, ultimately losing in the 

third game. The Hoosiers also handed Pittsburgh their first upset loss on Saturday. On 

Sunday, The Hoosiers weren’t able to get in a flow and dropped their round of sixteeen 

match to Wisconsin-Whitewater. 

The Fighting Illini tore through 

their competition on Saturday, 

but as mentioned earlier couldn’t 

solve the Fighting Irish as they 

settled for a shockingly early 

end on Sunday.

2006 Recap

HIC 2006



All-Star Game 

T
he  All-Star  Game is a feature that HIC offers that truly differentiates 

it from the other major tournaments. The All-Star Game gives players 

a chance to play with the best players from across the nation and can 

even join former high school and club teammates. The game is formatted 

East vs. West, with the border of Indiana and Illinois providing a cut-

off. Last year, Michigan State University’s Sante Perrelli and Marquette 

University’s Brian Nash served as honorary All-Star Game head coaches 

directing the two squads. Rules are loosely applied and you can always 

expect some stellar digs, big bounces, and goofy plays. Above all, these 

events allow usual opponents to team up and have fun!!!

HIC 2006

All-Time ASG Wins

 East:  1

 West: 3

 Ties:  1



Bounce Contest 

HIC 2006

B
efore the All-Star Game, the Illini run a bounce 

contest with the winner receiving a cash 

prize. In the past, contestants have been incredibly 

creative and the event is generally a great crowd 

pleaser, no matter how successful the bounce 

attempts actually are! The first round, each 

contestant has a minute to hit as many balls as 

he can, trying to get the highest bounce possible. 

The top two contestants move on to the finals 

for a creativity round where judges turn a blind 

eye to slight net infractions, and awarding the 

title to the contestant with the most creative 

successful bounce. Former Illini Chris Neylon 

- widely considered the greatest HIC bouncer in 

history - and former Dayton Flyer Jon Miller have 

each won the Bounce Contest twice. In Miller’s 

final HIC Bounce Contest, he catapulted off of 

a teammates back for a huge smash and a 

final Bounce Contest Championship. Soon 

after the Bounce Contest ends, the All-

Star Game begins, continuing a fun night 

for players, friends, and fans. Again, the 

Bounce Contest is just another way the HIC 

sets itself apart and provides an alternative 

to spending the evening in a hotel room 

wishing you had HBO.



“Classic” Quotes

Sante Perrelli -  Head Coach of Michigan State University, MIVA    

    Commissioner, Honorary HIC All-Star Game Coach

    2006 NIRSA National Coach of the Year

The Hoosier-Illini tournament has grown to become the 

best run and most competitive in-season inter-regional 

tournament in the nation.  Bloomington has proved to be a 

great location for teams, and the hometown efforts made 

from year to year has made this event a must for any team 

seeking to compete against the very best club teams in the 

nation.

John McSorley -  Hoosier Sophomore, reflecting on his first HIC experience

as a freshman , the hoosier-illini gave me my first opportunity 

to compete against some of the strongest competition 

from other parts of the country.  hoosier-illini was one of 

the better moments of my freshman year because of all the 

excitement generated leading up to the tournament by our 

club. The pride our club has in this event is apparent as we 

hear about it from the older guys from day one.

Kris Lowes-   Former Miami University Red Hawk, Two-Time HIC All-  

    Star, All Conference GMMVC

I’d say the best part about the Hoosier-Illini was seeing 

so many people I knew. Whether it was former teammates, 

my brother who plays for the University of Missouri, or 

people I played against in high school, it’s really neat to 

see people again later in their career. I actually got to 

play alongside a former high-school teammate in the 

All-Star game my senior year. You don’t forget that type 

of stuff.



Jeremy Levy -   Former Hoosier and Two-Time HIC All-Star, All-MIVA2002  

    and 2003 Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year 

    HIC Co-Founder

Playing in The Hoosier-Illini is a great experience as its 

not every weekend you get to play against the best teams 

in the Country. There is no doubt in my mind the amazing 

competition at The Hoosier-Illini prepares you for the 

National tournament.

“Classic” Quotes
Alan Urban-   Former Illini player reflecting on past experience

outside of nationals, the Hoosier-Illini Classic is one 

of the biggest tournaments of the year. You can really 

go there and make a name for yourself nationally. It 

truly has the best teams in the country competing in it 

every year.

Jason Reed -   Former Michigan State University Spartan, 2005 and   

    2006 Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year

Aside from the great teams that show up to the Hoosier-

Illini, it’s a lot of fun.  There are teams from all over the 

country that come to this tournament, which creates 

a great environment to meet a ton of people. It’s one of 

the best tournaments in the country. 

Chris Reilly -   Former Hoosier, All-American, Two-Time HIC All-Star, All  

    MIVA, 2001, 2002, and 2003  All Conference Big-Ten

The Hoosier-Illini Classic is a tremendous story. What 

started out as a pipe dream between two teams, in just a few 

years, has established itself as the nation’s premier mens 

collegiate club volleyball tournament. This tournament 

brings the nation’s best talent to Bloomington every 

spring for an unparalleled club volleyball experience.



HIC Past Champions

2006 Champions: University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh

  Finalist:  Lakeland College

 

2005 Champions: Marquette University

  Finalist:  University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh

2004 Champions: **Milwaukee Area Technical College

  Finalist:  Marquette University

2003 Champions: University of Illinois

  Finalist:  Lakeland College

2002 Champions: Michigan State University

  Finalist:  Lakeland College

** Non-NIRSA Sanctioned Roster



Thanking...

First and foremost, the Hoosier and Illini players would like to 

thank Mr. Dan Kitchel for his tireless work and dedication to the 

HIC as well as the Big Ten, MIVA, and men’s volleyball as a whole. 

His detail-oriented style and distinct demeanor is recognized by 

the entire MIVA family and extends even further into the National 

volleyball scene. His work is best articulated by this quote from MIVA 

Commissioner Sante Perrelli:

Dan’s volunteer efforts to help organize legitimate 

competitions for college club teams goes beyond just 

being a tournament director. He helps teach how to 

run an event and is a good friend and valuable resource 

for anyone seeking to improve opportunities for men’s 

intercollegiate club volleyball players.  While his efforts 

are often underappreciated, those in the know appreciate 

all that he continues to do for the intercollegiate 

volleyball community.

In short, thanks Kitchel!

Additionally, the co-hosts of the HIC would like to thank:

 --Indiana University Recreational Sports Division

 --Josh Downing

 --The innumerable amount of officials who dedicated their   

  weekend to the event, especially those who return    

  year after year

 --The HPER Staff

 --To those players who came before us and built the HIC,most   

  notably co-founders Scott Miller and Jeremy Levy

 

And finally, most of all, we would like to thank the fans - especially 

parents - and the participants, both of which are necessary to make 

the HIC a success every year. 

Program, Logo, and Pictures by:

Alex Lepp


