Pigs Extensions and Writing Prompts

Extensions:

· Instead of pigs and chickens, use:

· Humans/ pets

· Wagons/ tractors

· Spiders/ants

· Millipedes/centipedes

· 3 legged stools/four legged stools

· bicycles/tricycles

· Assign a number of pigs to each incident (breakout). Find the total number of pigs involved.

· Start with a specific number of pigs and subtract the number of pigs in each incident (breakout). 

· Find the area and perimeter of the pig pen.

· Patterns to fence in the pigs

· Estimate weights.

· Count ears/tails; beaks/snouts/snouts and nostrils; shoes.

· Count the number of times “dumb” is used.

· Generate a list of different kinds of animals. Find the total number of legs or number of legs on a combination of animals from the list.

· # of seats on the bus - # of pigs per seat – How many pigs on the bus?

· Find the elapsed time from the breakout to the return to the pen.

Writing Prompts:

· Rewrite the story from the parents’ perspective

· How many pigs fit on the bus?

· Where are the pigs going?

·  Write from the pigs’ perspective --- feelings of “dumb”

· Are pigs dumb or smart?

· What does the elephant think when Megan comes along?

· What would happen if she let the elephant loose?

· How would you feel/what would you do if pigs invaded your school?

· How did the pig get in the desk?

· What would you do if a pig peed on your shoe?

· Comparison of stories --- Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Williams

· What would you do if you had a pet pig?

· How do you get 20 pigs and chickens on a bus?

· What would happen if the pig was principal/teacher for a day?

· What if the pigs went somewhere else (change the setting, i.e. mall)?

· Have you ever misjudged another animal or person?

· What would happen if all the animals at the farm got loose?

· Write about a trip to the zoo or an animal farm. Compare the animals.

· Write about animals that are bigger than/smaller than pigs.

· How would you get the pigs back? Write about different ways to lure the pigs back.

· Stop before the end and predict how Megan will get the pigs back in the pen.

· What would the pigs say? Make the pigs talk.

· How would you feel as Megan?

· What would happen if children were let out rather than pigs?

· Should Megan be punished? What should be her punishment?

· Connect to “Five Little Pigs”

· Agriculture – farm trip – zoo

· Use a KWL chart and do research on the web

· Compare and contrast chickens and pigs

· How much space do pigs really need?

· What is Megan going to do with the elephant?

· What will happen with the elephant?

· Will the elephant be dumb?

· Write a different ending for the book.

· What will happen next?

· Pattern poetry

· Country life vs. city life

· Baby animal names

· Quotations

· List bad things that pigs do.

· Fiction vs. nonfiction

· List stories that pigs are in.

· New twist to an old fairy tale

· Substitute animals – spiders, ants, etc.

· Pig Mania game

· List different names for pork products (hot dogs, chops, etc.)

· “Pig out” – fourth grade idioms

· Measurement – distance the pigs traveled; lapsed time

· Synonyms and antonyms for dumb

· Write about stereotypes.

· What did Megan do next?

· What do you do on a farm? What jobs are on a farm?

· Compare and contrast your house with a farm.

· Different habitats

· From the pigs point of view – “Which place did you like best?”

· Sound words

· Would a pig be a good pet?

· Have Megan’s dad give Megan a different direction.

· What else could Megan do wrong?

· Describe a time when you did something wrong.

· “The Best Herdman Ever”

· Science – What do pigs eat?  

· Compare what we eat to what pigs eat. Health/Nutrition

