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Date 

Dear _______,

On November 3, 2006 Indiana University will be hosting the sixteenth annual Dance Marathon.  The organization was established in 1991 by a student named Jill Stewart after the loss of her friend Ryan White to the AIDS virus contracted through a blood transfusion. Every year since then, hundreds of IU students participate in this event in order to raise money for the Ryan White Infectious Disease Center at Riley Hospital for Children in Indianapolis.  Dancers spend the 36 hour marathon dancing, talking, eating, and playing with Riley patients, all, of course, without any sleep, and standing up the whole time.  Our organization raises money through pledges from family and friends and a variety of donations.  Corporate sponsors cover the cost of hosting the marathon, which enables all the money raised by the participants to directly benefit the children at Riley.

Our motto, “The Chance of a Lifetime, to Give a Lifetime of Chance” completely sums up the spirit of the event.  IU Dance Marathon is currently the 2nd  largest student run philanthropic event in the nation.  When it began in 1991 the Marathon raised $11,000.  Last year in 2005 $677,415.19 was raised for the kids at Riley, bringing the grand total since 1991 to over $4.1 million.
This year I will be participating in the marathon as a _______.  Personal Experience story about the marathon or expectations.

The IU Dance Marathon could not be as successful as it is without the help from family and friends.  I have set a personal goal to raise $____ by _____, and sincerely appreciate any donation that you are able to offer.  Please remember that any amount helps! All donations are tax deductible and all checks can be made payable to Indiana University Dance Marathon and can be sent to the following address:

____address you want checks sent to_________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Please feel free to email me at __________ if you have any questions regarding IU Dance Marathon or Riley Hospital for Children, or you can check out our website at www.iudm.org.  Thank you very much for your time.

For the kids, 
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