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This is a course about stories in general and about Russian short stories and novellas in particular. We all tell 

stories. We listen to stories. We read stories. We watch stories when we go to the movies. Our dreams are 

stories. Why do we construct narratives and how do we do it? Why does culture need stories? 

 

How can we define “fiction”? What characterizes the genre of “short fiction”? What are the elements of a 

“good” story? What part do plot, character, narrator, setting, and point of view play in short fiction?  

 

We will read thirty-five Russian short stories and novellas from the last two hundred years. From the 19
th

-

century bizarre tales of noses detached from human bodies and leading their own lives to poignant love 

stories to realistic vignettes of life under communism in the Soviet Union, Russian short stories are 

imaginative masterpieces of impeccable form, and a pleasure to read. Texts by Pushkin, Gogol, Dostoevsky, 

Tolstoy, Chekhov, Nabokov, Solzhenitsyn, Tolstaia, Petrushevskaia, and others. (All texts available in 

English; no knowledge of Russian needed.) 


