PY206: Statistical Methods for Psychology: Fall 2005
Instructor: Luiz Pessoa


       Room 365; email: pessoa@brown.edu
Meeting times: Wednesday 2-3:20 (room 265) and Friday 3-4:20 (room 206)
Office hours: by appointment

Textbooks:

· Required: Maxwell, S.E. & Delaney, H.D. (2004). Designing experiments and analyzing data. Second edition. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

· Suggested: Howell, D.C. (2002). Statistical methods for psychology. Fifth edition. Duxbury.

Approach:

· Emphasis on conceptual underpinnings of statistical techniques;
· General Linear Model (GLM) framework;

· Heavy on simple formulas (no advanced math), but no need to memorize them, just understand what they mean; 
· The course will not be hands-on in the sense of using a specific statistical package;

· Not intended to give you a survey of available techniques or a recipe for how to go about choosing one;

· Previous exposure to, and some familiarity with, several topics will be assumed:
· Sampling distributions;

· t tests, ANOVA, correlation, and regression.

Lecture notes:

· Detailed lecture notes in PPT will be made available online prior to class.
Course requirements:

· Readings from books should be done prior to class;
· Two in-class exams (conceptual; not computational): 70% of grade (35% each). First exam will be around middle of October; final (comprehensive) exam will be in December;
· Five assignments: 6% of grade each. Assignments will be due at the beginning of class on the due date (don’t skip class!). Late assignments will be accepted only up to one week after deadline (1/3 off first class later; 2/3 off 2nd class later). Feel free to use any statistical package you like (when needed). 

· Grading: 

· A reserved for very strong performance;

· B for “doing your job”…

· Graduate students: Passing grade is B even if you take the course S/NC;
· Incomplete grade (non-medical): max grade is B;
· Consultation of assignments or exams from prior years is not allowed.
Background: At least chapters 1-5 and 7 from Howell (we will cover during 1st class), or material in other equivalent book. 

