Volunteer Appreciation: Wylie House Quilters

The Wylie House quilters finished their first reproduction project forus in.X2@31 | ed a ,0fini ne
tnow covers a | ar ge b e dA profifis buach, ow quilteraretworkingdB oy s F
their eighthpiecesince then!

Not surprisingly, alhave don@ther kinds of handwork, including sewirqitting, crochetingand

various types oémbroideryi I s ewed al | my childrends cl ot hes
grandchildrentoo. Last yearl made twelveafghandor my family before | came back hetiee quilt

lastspringd s a i daMNer,wigoihas been arking with us for nearly a decad&he brought her

good friend and fellow chureboer, EllenPittman, into the fold about fivgeas ago.

Virginia and Ellen Pittmaimave been sewing and quilting since childhood, a skill they learned from
their respect i v eundemeatihe gulting framelwhan swasla child. My mather

gave me scraps of fabrieneedle andomethread and let me goEllenremarked When asked if her

mother had not worried about giving sewing needles to a small child, Ellen répleedt was

different back then. You learned to sew as gyiels you could manipulate a needle. | used to threa

al | my mot herds needl es f caspodid thread sshegadild sSnply i ng u |
keep sewing with that color ofthread Shedd pull out however much t
off, and when she finished with that stringgshd j ust come oback for the n

Virginia was raised on a farm mortheasMonr oe Co. and married a f ar mi
and quilt on c¢cloudy or rainy days because we di
good thundes t or m. You feel free to do whatever you

MarjorieClaytonand Di amond Mat her knew each other thro
club before they came to YWe House Our longest serving quilters, they were part of the grbap t

madeour first reproductiommentioned aboveMarj had done a lot of sewing for daughter and herself,

and had also taken classes in crewel and countedsiittssembroidery before she ever tried her hand

at quilting. filie Hosseimthetaelyd19990and | jusi got hookelily

grandmothequilted. She was frorRennsylvanial loved the colors and patterns but had never done it
myself until | came to Wlie House 0

Diamond haslways been interested in quilting blike Marj, got alate sart on it in life. Although

fascinated with the design and calof blocks her mother kept in a bdxgr parents were more
protecti ve Aaentadhantie deediepinsaot scissavs as a childMy mother would only

let me play withapileofui 't patches she had. |l 6d spend ho
just right. My parents took a trip to the big expositiorChicagoin 1934and an older woman they

knew came to care of m&he was a quilter. Stlset me down with fabric, teadand a needle. Oh, |

was thrilled to death to have thesethingsut | di dnét seriously try to
guilt for my daughter many years | ater. My mo t
S h e 6 dWhsy would you want to cut fabric up and then sew it back togethen adan you can
buyagoodblankeé A good question indeed, but one that
guilting, youbve already stitched your way thr

-Bridget Edwardg



Left to right: Diamond Mather, Ellen Pittman, Virginia Miller, and Marjorie Clayton.



