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The case of Sir Robert Tresilian, the Lord Chief 
Justice of England who was executed for treason 

in 1388, offers a fascinating opportunity to 
explore the power of words – legal or magical, 

religious or political, written or oral.  Dr. Skemer’s 
paper evaluates contemporary references to 

Tresilian’s possible involvement in necromancy 
or more conventional magical practices and 

discusses how text and rumor spread variant 
versions of political news.


