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Grammar of the Cardinal Numbers 
(For A150/550 Students) 
© Zaineb Istrabadi, 2008 

 
 

1. Numbers 1-10 
 

A) Numbers 1 and 2 
  طالبة واحدة ذھبت                 رجل واحدذھب 
طالبتان اثنتان ذھبت                 رجلان اثنان ذھب  

 
Note that numbers one and two follow the noun, i.e. they act like adjectives, so there 
is gender agreement. 
 

B) Numbers 3-10 
  ثلاث طالبات ذھبت                 الرج ثلاثة ذھب

 
NOTE GENDER POLARITY (i.e. the number has a feminine ending though we 
counting “men.”) 
 
The counted noun is indefinite, plural, and follows the number. 
 
 

2. Numbers 11-99 
 
Numbers 11-99 are compound numbers consisting of two parts (from right to left): 
 

)ة(عشر   +  A number (1-9)       

The  ة(عشر(     always agrees in gender with the noun being counted .  The first part of 
the compound number (if the number is 3-9) does not agree in gender with the noun 
being counted.  Note that the noun is singular with تنوین فتحة 
 

A) Numbers 11 and 12 
 

   طالبةً احدى عشرةَ                  ذھبتلاًرج  عشرَ احدَ ذھب
 طالبةً عشرةَ اثنتا رجلاً                 ذھبت  عشرَ اثنا ذھب
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B) Numbers 13-19 
 
These numbers always have a فتحة on them. 
 
 

  طالبة عشرةَ ثلاثَ ذھبت                رجلاً   عشرَ ثلاثةَ ذھب   
 

C) Numbers 20, 30, 40….90 
 
These are both masculine and feminine.   
 

عشرون طالبةً ذھبت                 عشرون رجلاً ذھب  
 

D) 21, 22, 31, 32,…..91, 92. 
 

 عشرون طالبةًو واحدة ذھبت                عشرون رجلاً و واحد ذھب
  

E) Other numbers to 99 
 
NOTE GENDER POLARITY 
 

 وعشرون طالبةً ثلاث ذھبت                 رجلاً وعشرون  ثلاثة ذھب
  تسع وتسعون طالبةً  تدرس      تسعة وتسعون طالباً  یدرس

 
3. The Hundreds 

 

 ,one hundred itself, is feminine.  Note gender polarity when being counted (300 , مئة
400, etc.), and the noun being counted is always indefinite singular. 

 

 مئة رجل
 مئة طالبة

 سبع مئة رجل
 تسع مئة طالبة

 


