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November 4, 2008, the world celebrated as the
junior senator from Illinois born to a white
mother and an African father, became the first
African-American to be elected to the office of
President of the United States. Millions of people
around the world reveled in this historic moment.
Few could have imagined this moment during
their lifetime. His ascendancy represents the
hopes of a nation, and for a people once deemed
chattel, this moment heralds important change for
America. Many blacks and whites have pro-
claimed Dr. King’s dream as realized and America
as entering the post-racial era.

What galvanized millions of Americans to cast
their vote for Obama, represents a new chapter in
politics, but are we ready to proclaim Dr. King’s
dream realized? Obama's election is indeed a
dream come true, and it does usher in a new chap-
ter of race and racism in America, but it is not yet
time to close the book on these issues. While
many voters looked beyond race for the first time,
the campaign was often extremely racist. We won
a battle in the war on racism, but the war contin-
ues. We must be ever vigilant to continue to fight
ignorance with intelligence and challenge racism
wherever we find it. -Eric Love, Office of Diver-
sity Education. Many people have drawn com-
parisons of Barack Obama to Martin Luther King
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