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Change in material
culture

Artifacts

n Material culture
–Information about our lives

<How made

–Skills (by hand?)

–Materials (local?)

<How used

–As tools and/or symbols?

–Discarded or curated?

Methods / strategies ?

n Typology (classification)
n Attributes
n Seriation
n Assemblage

Artifact Attributes

n Your artifact

–Form / morphology

–Technology

–Function

–Style

n Your parent’s
artifact
– Form / morphology

– Technology

– Function

– Style

What has changed?

Typological series
1816

1833

1869

1890

1893

1900

1930 1952 1960

Type Series

n Historical
archaeology
–Ceramic types

–Clay pipes

<Stylistic
attributes

<Technological
attributes
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Seriation

n Sir Flinders Petrie
n Predynastic

Egyptian
gravesites

n Relative
chronological
sequence

Ceramic types

Seriation exercise

n Order the graves chronologically
–Which pot type is the best

“time marker” ?

n Which is oldest assemblage?
–Why?

Historical archaeology in
New York City
n Five Points

Dating the Five Points
Assemblages

n Artifacts show
–Change through time

–Different activities

n Contrast between archaeological
evidence and historical
documents

Contrasts : feature H-J

n Historical account:
– George Foster, a reporter for the New York Tribune in the 1840s and 50s,

described Baxter (then Orange) street as lined with " 'fences' or shops for
the reception and purchase of stolen goods...One who has never seen
the squalid undercrust of a fine city would be at a loss to derive any
adequate idea, even from the most graphic description, of the sort of
building in which the great business of living and trafficking can be carried
on. If the reader is a farmer, however, we shall succeed tolerably well in
conveying some notion of what we mean. Let him imagine forty of fifty
cow-sheds got together in line, furnished with dismal-looking windows,
half broken in and patched up with old newspapers--let him imagine half
a hundred of these establishments, we say, standing in a row, with a dark
paved street and an uneven narrow brick sidewalk in front, and he will not
be far behind the reality of the place where we now stand." 


