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Historical
archaeology

How is archaeological
knowledge different from
historical information ?

Historian’s data?

n First person accounts
–Diaries, newspapers, letters...

n Maps
n Records

–Property lists, transactions

–Birth / death

n Potential biases?

What can garbage add to
history?
n Ordinary
n Worm’s eye-view is democratic!

Archaeological challenge
n Behavioral processes

–Acquisition

–Manufacture

–Use

–Deposition

n Site formation: biases
–Burial

–Preservation

Article 2

Transformation

n Preservation & context
–How buried?

<Primary context

–Buried where acquired, made,used

–Deliberately discarded

<Secondary context

–Disturbed by human or natural
agent

Historical archaeology in
New York City
n Five Points
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Digging NYC

1857 1902

Five Points Assemblages

n Artifacts
–Change through time

–Different functions: activities ?

n Garbage vs. written record

474 Pearl street

n bakery
–Privy 1812

n saloon
–Privy 1873

1812 “Hoffman bakery”

1873 “saloon”

Garbage doesn’t lie!

n Historical account:
– George Foster, a reporter for the New York Tribune in the 1840s and 50s,

described Baxter (then Orange) street as lined with " 'fences' or shops for
the reception and purchase of stolen goods...One who has never seen
the squalid undercrust of a fine city would be at a loss to derive any
adequate idea, even from the most graphic description, of the sort of
building in which the great business of living and trafficking can be carried
on. If the reader is a farmer, however, we shall succeed tolerably well in
conveying some notion of what we mean. Let him imagine forty of fifty
cow-sheds got together in line, furnished with dismal-looking windows,
half broken in and patched up with old newspapers--let him imagine half
a hundred of these establishments, we say, standing in a row, with a dark
paved street and an uneven narrow brick sidewalk in front, and he will not
be far behind the reality of the place where we now stand." 
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Archaeology of slavery

n Questions
– Continuity &

change?

– Daily lives?

– Identity?

– Resistence ?

n Methods/data:
– Artifacts in context

– Present / past

n Middleburg
plantation, SC
– 1700-1850

n Monticello, VA
– T. Jefferson 1770-

1826

n Hermitage, TN
– Andrew Jackson

1830-1850

Jefferson’s slaves

Monticello artifacts Monticello question:

n Does finding “fancy” artifacts in
the slave quarters at Monticello
mean that Jefferson treated his
slaves better than most slave
owners?


