tell me
about it

ALyssa’s Major: business-marketing with a French minor
Year/Term AgroaD: fall 2002

ReasoN You CHost THis ProGram: It’s always been a goal of mine
to fluently learn a foreign language, and this is one of the few
business programs where | could take classes taught in French.

R 0 u e n ) F ra' n Ce FavoriTe CLasses: French literature and linguistics, images, and

publicity (LIP)

When | first arrived, these
people refused to speak English to me. | felt so
out of place and alone. | quickly found out that
| had to force myself to speak French, but that
was the best thing to come out of it—I gained
confidence from knowing | could do this, to be
on my own. It’s just an incredible feeling.

BiGGEST SurrrIsE: People say everyone speaks
English in Europe, but that really wasn’t the
case for me. It just wasn’t true.

When | got there, | had a little bit of
culture shock. The first two weeks were miser-
able, but we bonded together and got through
it. However, coming back to the US was the
worst feeling | ever felt. Everything felt so
excessive, so big. Everyone is always on the go
here. In France they live to live life. Here it
seems as if we’re always preparing to live.
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have to experience it. It’s the best decision | have ever made.

That America is a wonderful place to live and is filled
with opportunities, but it is not everything. You won’t necessarily
be happy with those opportunities. | have found a new sense of
happiness.

“When you first get there, keep an open mind. Just realize where
you are; take it all in and savor it. It is just the most phenomenal
time of your life and

Fact aBout Your Host CounTRry THAT You THINK PEOPLE wouLD BE
SurprISED TO LEARN: The French aren’t anti-American. The animos-
ity stems from the media, politics, the government.



