Jesse

Dakar, Senegal

I Jesse Worker poses with some Senegalese friends
in front of their graduate student dormitory at Université
Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar.

tell me
aobout It

Jesse’s MaJors: Anthropology and African Studies

Year/Term_ABROAD: Summer 2005

ReAsoN You CHose THIs ProGRAM: | was fresh out of an African
Histery course, | had always wanted to visit Africa, and Senegal
seemed like a great place to start. | was particularly drawn

to this program because of the individualized project-based
research that would complement the coursework. It gave me a
terrific opportunity to do socio-cultural field work. Also, | am a
fan of West African music.

Favorite CLasses: Wolof and West African History and Politics

Descrise THE HousING Situation: | lived in a
dormitory with Senegalese graduate students
who were very friendly and helpful. | liked
this arrangement because it gave us the
opportunity to make friends with college-age
students, which greatly enhanced the cultural
exchange. | made lasting friendships during
my six weeks living in the dorm.

GreATEST CHALLENGE: Chasing away gastro-
microbial invaders. | would definitely advise
students to follow the guidelines on eating
safely.

BiccesT SurPRISE: How easy it was to make

friends and the level of hospitality that you
encounter everywhere you go. Also, | was
impressed by the level of camaraderie and
respect between young men.

WHar | Wist | Knew Berore | Lerr: | wish that

| had studied more Senegalese history, par-
ticularly related to Cheik Anta Diop, Leapold Sedar Senghor,
and other prominent figures of Senegalese culture and poltics.

GoING ABROAD Vs. STAYING ON Campus: Go abroad at least once.

“I' highly recommend for students to investigate all the avenues
of available funding so that you can oo for ot Least a cenester.”

Aovice To Future Stuby ABROAD PARTICIPANTS: | would have stayed
longer. | did have the chance to return to Senegal inde-
pendently to finish my research, but | highly recommend for
students to investigate all the avenues of available funding so
that you can go for at least a semester.



