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Ruebec, conadn

tell me
about it

GaBriELA’Ss MAJOR(s): Spanish and French
Year/Term ABROAD: summer 2004

Reason You CHose THis PRoGraM: | really wanted to visit a French-
speakingountry where | could practice my French, get to know
its people, customs and culture. | wanted to do this without

having to go so far away. So, what a better place than Quebec!

Favorite CLasses: Oral Expression—I had the opportunity to know
and explain many of Quebec’s idioms.

= Galoriela Tirado takes @ moment for a photograph
while strolling through the streets of Quebec. “I had no
idea that Quelbec was so beautiful, and the people so
friendly,” she said. “Everywhere | went, | saw amazing
views that many times left me speechless.

Descrige THE HousinG SituaTion: | lived in a house with a
host mother and with two other students. Each of us
had our own room, and we had breakfast and dinner
together. My host mom was very kind, funny and
reliable. It was always a pleasure to be around her.

Best Memory: Rafting! | went rafting for the first time with
other students and it was wonderful. It was an experi-
ence | will never forget, especially the magnificient
views from the river.

Greatest CHALLENGE: Losing my fear of speaking French
to others because | thought that they were not going to
understand me or vice versa.

GoING ABROAD Vs. STAYING ON Campus: It is definitely
much better to go abroad when it comes to learning a
language than to simply stay on campus. On campus
you can only practice your new language in the
classroom and learn about its culture only through
books. Yet, this is not enough. You need to experience
the culture and speak the language in real life situa-
tions. This way you will have a much better under-
standing about both language and culture.

Fact aBout Your Host Country THAT You THINK PEoPLE wouLD BE
SurpriseD 10 LEARN: The Quebecois are very proud of their culture
and of their French language. Also, the Frontenac Castle
(Chateau Frontenac) is not an actual castle. It is a very fancy
hotel.

“Being happy to be in Quebec and getting used to its lifestyle and
its beauty, | felt sad and somewhat foreign when | was back on U.S.
soil. Although this feeling only Lasted a week, [ still miss @uebec.”

Aobvice 1o Future Stuby ABROAD PARTICIPANTS: Know a little bit about
the history and culture of the country beforehand. Once there, be
involved as much as possible in extracurricular activities and visit
as many places as you can. Remember to speak your new
language all the time.



