JeN's Maor(s): International relations—Individualized Major
Program (IMP) with minors in Spanish and French

Year/Term ABROAD: Academic year 2002-2003

Reason You CHose THIs ProGraM: | studied in Spain in high
school, and Chile was really interesting economically and also

S a ]/\/ti/a @ O é how diverse it was and how safe it was—my parents liked that.
’ ’ Favorite CLasses: poetry and journalism classes
valparaiso, Chile

Descrige THE HousING SituaTion: | lived with families for both
semesters. Both of whom were single older women. With
the first, every Sunday the extended family would get
together. With the second, she had no family nearby but
a close circle of friends, so it was interesting to see the
different dynamics.

Best Memory: The day | got back from traveling in the
desert was a celebration for Valparaiso. The city was
named a UN Patrimony of Humanity, so it was fun to
come home to a huge celebration, to drink wine, listen to
music and watch fireworks.

BiGGEsT SuRPRISE: How natural it all seemed after adjusting
for a few weeks and the initial shock. It was easier than |
expected, to get used to the lifestyle.

WhHar | WisH | Knew Berore | LEFt: How and where to pitch
a tent. Traveling was a completely different kind of
experience. A lot of the places | wanted to visit were off
the beaten path, so you had to be pretty outdoorsy.

ExperiENCEs WiTH CuLTURE SHOCK OR ReVERSE CULTURE SHOCK:
Reverse: having homework everyday and cutting yourself
off from a culture that you worked so hard to immerse
yourself in everyday—that was the hardest.

GoiNG ABROAD Vs. STAYING oN Campus, Discuss: No
contest. That was a reason why | was so upset when |
came back to Bloomington: knowing that everyday’s not
going to be some interesting adventure. Campus is so boring
after you can jet off to Lima or Argentina on an $80 plane ticket.

== To celebrate the end of finals in December, Jen
Green and Mary Johnstone spend four days hiking in the
south part of Chile, stopping here at the Torres Del Paine.

“While you're abroad, you just have to teach yourself to take
advantage of every opportunity. It's always good thoush to Leave o
few things undone so You have a reason to go back.”

Aovice 1o Future Stupy ABroAD PArTICIPANTS: |t's OK to be afraid
but don't let it stop you from throwing yourself in different
situations. You wouldn’t think that 12 months go by so quickly,
but it does.



