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Lindsey’s Major: Spanish

Term Abroad: Spring 2006

Reason You Chose This Program: I really wanted to improve my 
Spanish skills and I had never been to Europe.  I also wanted 
to be in a bigger city, and I loved the freedom and integration 
with Spaniards that this program provided.

Favorite Classes:  Music and Means of Communication.  I got to 
write and record my own radio show in Spanish and put music 
to a silent film.  Also I took an Art History class at the Prado 
Museum that was amazing!

Describe the Housing Situation: I found an apartment one mile 
from the university in a great neighborhood.  I lived with 
four Spanish students and shared a room with another 
American student.  We all became really close friends, 
and some of the best times in Spain were right in my 
own apartment.

Greatest Challenge:  Expressing myself in another 
language and culture.  All the common phrases that we 
say in the U.S. don’t translate to Spanish.  You almost 
have to reinvent yourself in a Spanish setting which is 
really beneficial in the long run.  It gives you a different 
perspective and allows you to be who you want to be.

Biggest Surprise: How blunt everyone is in Spain.  It takes 
some getting used to, but at least you know what they 
really think.

What I Wish I Knew Before I Left:  I wish I would have 
more fully developed my opinions of the U.S. before I 
went to Spain.  I was not prepared for how much my 
opinions would change and how frequently Spaniards 
would ask for my opinion.  Study abroad students are 
representatives of our country and people abroad want 
to hear our opinions.

Experience with Culture Shock or Reverse Culture Shock: 
Coming back to the US was more intense than 
 arriving in Spain.  You look at the U.S. with a completely     
 new perspective.  Everything looks fresh and different 

even though this is the country you have lived in your whole 
life.  It makes you form new opinions of the U.S. and, in the 
end, it enhances your life here.

If I Could Do it Over, I Would...  go for a whole year instead of 
just a semester.  A semester just isn’t long enough.  By the time 
you are comfortable with the city and the people, it’s already 
time to go home.  My only complaint is that I didn’t have 
enough time!

“Be open and ready for anything.  Studying abroad was one of 
the best experiences of my life, but it was nothing like I thought 
it would be.  It was better.”  

Lindsey Wineholt demonstrates how the Roman 
Aqueducts brought water to the city of Madrid.


