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Indiana University Libraries

The Indiana University Libraries 
have benefited from the university’s 
century-long commitment to 
international study, most particularly 
its active leadership in Title VI 
programs. It boasts some of the 
Midwest’s best collections in area 
studies, and superior collections 
of titles in languages other than 
English. With the advent of the web 
and electronic texts, libraries of the 
future will also need to demonstrate 
strength in more than their print 
materials. IU has made a major 
financial commitment to assure the 
availability of electronic journals 
associated with different regions of 
the world. IU-developed websites 
on international subjects are accessed from all over the world. To suggest the strength of 
its collections, IU is compared here to other institutions in the Committee for Institutional 
Cooperation (CIC). The CIC includes the Big Ten institutions as well as other major 
Midwestern academic centers. 
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Library Holdings – International Titles

World Region
Indiana 

University

Avg Other 
Major Midwest 

Universities 
(CIC)

Largest Holding

African Studies 48,774 27,860
68,894 at Northwestern 

University
Central Eurasian 

Studies
27,546 8,570

27,546 at Indiana 
University

East Asian Studies 87,101 70,554
156,106 at University of 

Micigan

India Studies 8,905 22,297
48,267 at University of 

Chicago
Latin American 

Studies
77,555 55,167

102,277 at University of 
Wisconsin

Middle Eastern 
Studies

64,550 66,614
163,344 at University of 

Chicago
Russian and East 
European Studies

165,551 78,668
165,551 at Indiana 

University
West European 

Studies
333,149 255,821

430,862 at University of 
Wisconsin
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Library Holdings - International Electronic Journals

World Region
Indiana 

University

Avg Other 
Major 

Midwest 
Universities 

(CIC)

Largest Holding

African Studies 46 31 75 (University of Michigan)

Central Eurasian 
Studies

12 2 12 (Indiana University)

East Asian 
Studies

138 53 138 (Indiana University)

Latin American 
Studies

69 27 70 (Ohio State University)

Middle Eastern 
Studies

70 31 71 (Ohio State University)

Russian & East 
European 
Studies

94 26 94 (Indiana University)

Western 
European 
Studies

226 85 226 (Indiana University)

Other 39 14 39 (Indiana University)
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IU Libraries – Language Holdings

Language IU Titles
Afrikaans 2,029
Albanian 637
Arabic 45,503
Bosnian 143
Catalan 5,066
Chinese 72,641
Croatian 14,856
Dutch 13,420
Finnish 5,574
French 196,978
German 249,145
Greek, Modern 2,528
Hebrew 16,486
Italian 68,262
Japanese 38,749
Korean 7,165
Latin 25,515
Persian 4,640
Portuguese 41,375
Russian 159,916
Serbian 9,053
Spanish 149,241
Tibetan 4,738
Turkish 7,384
Ukrainian 13,427
Yiddish 4,091

In addition, IU has a better 
than average collection in 
the following languages
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IU Library –International Collections

Collection Established Strengths

Latin American Studies 1960s
History, language, literature, folklore, anthropology.  350,000+ 
volumes

West European Studies 1960s
Contemporary Western Europe and the European Union: politics, 
society, culture, economics 

African Studies 1960s 130,000+ mongraphs, 700+ serials

Slavic Collection 1950s
Russian and East European history, language, literature, political 
science, folklore.

Central Eurasian Studies 1950s Tibet, Estonia, Mongolia, Hungary, Central Asia

East Asian 1960s
China Ming and Qing dynasties; Japanese Edo and Meiji periods; 
modern Korea

Global Studies 1990s
Globalization, cybersecurity, sustainable development, United 
Nations


