Minutes

Commission on Personal Safety

Executive Committee Meeting

September 26, 2007

Present
Cat Gentry, Caty Pilachowski, Janet Hitzeman, Kristen Jonkowski, Carol McCord, Richard McKaig, Debbie Melloan-Ruiz, Loren Woods, Ann Skirvin, Doug Porter, Leslie Slone, Patricia Stiles, Dee Owens, Brandi Masterson

Absent
Patrick Connor, Stacy Konkiel, Panhellenic Association representative, Interfraternity Council representative, Residence Hall President, Protective Order Project representative, Linda McNabb, Jerry Minger, IUMC representative, Megan Ray, Toby Strout, UITS representative, Peter Wozniak, Matt Jarson

I. Approval of meeting minutes from March 28, 2007, with changes

II. CPS Membership

A. Confirmation of this year's membership

1. Protective Order Project needs a new representative from the School of Law; Carol McCord will contact Eviva Orenstein for names

2. Suggestions for names for student representatives

a) Need representatives for Residence Hall Association, Protective Order Project, IUMC, Panhellenic, IFC, and multicultural Greek organizations

III. Discussion of continuing concerns in wake of Virginia Tech tragedy

A. It has been determined that other groups on campus deal with campus security, as opposed to safety, though there do exist several points of overlap. It is not the responsibility of CPS to address concerns having to do with Virginia Tech.

B. Security Committee

1. Campus security committee 

a) Organized a series of panels done on the topic

b) 5 panels occurred, went "fairly well" with 50-75 people attending most.

c) Caty Pilachowski asked questions about a common faculty concern—what should she do immediately, what would a faculty member do if you're in a classroom and something like this happens? (Information is still needed on these points.)

C. Contracted with a group that will provide notification to students in the event of another tragedy

1. System should go into place as of December 2007

2. It still hasn't been decided how it will exactly work and what constitutes a "notifiable incident"

3. Dick McKaig is in charge of committee and is working on policies

IV. Committee Reports

A. Facilities and Services (Doug Porter)

1. Doug Porter has responded to the concern raised by a student

2. Construction projects create "dark dead spots" on campus

a) Parking project on Atwater by Law School

b) Data Center by 10th & the Bypass

c) Soon projects will start on the Honors College and Phase 2 of Walnut Grove; also, possible new parking projects

3. New parking garage

a) Will have emergency phones and security cameras, which will videotape continuously, on every level

b) It was mentioned that assaults rarely occur in parking garages and that visibility of the security cameras should deter crime

4. There have been discussions about putting an island on Jordan Avenue in order to slow traffic

a) A similar island has been put in at Indiana and Kirkwood by the architect's office 

5. Night walk

a) Various lighting issues were identified at the last night walk

b) It was reported that new lights were put up at Swain Hall and that one is going up at Goodbody Hall soon

c) The Commission is looking at November for the next night walk, around the time of the new moon. The new walkway around the IU Auditorium is a suggested stop.

B. Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety

1. Carol McCord responded to a complaint about the Safety Escort service

a) Carol contacted Safety Escort, spoke with both Student Coordinator and Staff person, who responded well.

b) She then contacted the parent who made the complaint, who has said that she'll urge her daughter to use the Safety Escort service again.

2. Doug Porter posed the question as to who deals with bicycle safety on campus; there is a need for a chair of the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety subcommittee.

C. Orientation Program (Debbie Melloan-Ruiz)

a) It was reported that orientation went well this year.

b) Carol McCord and Debbie Melloan-Ruiz are meeting with Megan Ray, Coordinator for Orientation Programs, to discuss orientation. Will report back to the Commission at the next meeting.

c) Spring Break sexual assault awareness issues

(1) Commission discussed re-forming the educational subcommittee and doing outreach and education on this issue.

(2) Ann Skirvin agreed to take on the Chair role for the subcommittee.

(3) The need for student representation was agreed upon.

V. On campus consortium to increase contributions for student check-off

A. Educational subcommittee to possibly address increasing funds. The subcommittee was encouraged to consider addressing the issue as part of the work of their committee.

B. IUSA student representatives suggested the idea of finding a Greek organization to take on the student check-off issue as their charity (similar to the way in which many Greek houses form philanthropy partnerships with issues such as funding cancer research organizations, etc.).

VI. Old Business

A. No report on Monroe County Domestic Violence Task Force update

VII. New Business

A. Take Back the Night was rained out. It was been rescheduled for Oct. 9th, 2007.

