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[last updated November 5, 2009] 
 
     

Sandra Shapshay 
Work Address:        Home Address: 
Department of Philosophy, Indiana University    1804 East Ruby Lane 
026 Sycamore Hall       Bloomington, IN 47401 
1033 E. Third Street 
Bloomington, IN 47401       (812) 340-4631 
sshapsha@indiana.edu 
Tel: (812) 855-4131 
 
 
EDUCATION 

Columbia University, Ph.D. Department of Philosophy (May, 2001). 
 

Columbia University, M.Phil. in Philosophy, with qualifying exams in Logic, Moral 
Philosophy, Political Philosophy, and Philosophy of Language (May, 1995). 

 
Columbia University, M.A. in Philosophy (February, 1994). 

 
University of Pennsylvania, B.A. with Honors in European Intellectual History (June, 
1992). 

 
Columbia University Reid Hall Programs in Paris.  Advanced Program with Honors for 
the mémoire “Diderot, une morale matérialiste.” (Spring-Fall 1990). 

 
DISSERTATION 

Aesthetic and Moral Deliberation: A Kantian-Schopenhauerian Approach to an 
Understanding of the Relations between Art and Morality. 
Director: Lydia Goehr; Advisors: Arthur Danto and Wolfgang Mann. 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Indiana University, Bloomington, IN.  Assistant Professor and Director of 
Undergraduate Studies, Department of Philosophy (Aug. 2008- present) 
 
Indiana University Center for Bioethics, Indianapolis, IN.  Affiliate Faculty, Spring 2005-
present. 
 
Indiana University, Bloomington IN. Senior Lecturer and Director of Undergraduate 
Studies, Department of Philosophy, 2003-2008. 
 
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN.  Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of 
Philosophy (Fall 2002-2003). 
 
Portland State University, Portland, OR. Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy 
(2001- 2002). 

mailto:sshapsha@indiana.edu
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Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, PA. Lecturer, Department of Philosophy (2000-
2001) 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS & WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 
BOOKS   
 
Bioethics at the Movies, Editor and contributor (Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 2009) 380 pages. 
 
Chapters in the above volume which I authored or co-authored:  
 

Introduction to Bioethics at the Movies in Sandra Shapshay, ed. Bioethics at the 
Movies pp. 1-12. 
 
“Lifting the Genetic Veil of Ignorance: Is there Anything Really Unjust about 
Gattacan Society?” in Sandra Shapshay ed. Bioethics at the Movies pp.87-101.  
 
“‘He Just Got Old’: Aging and Compassionate Care Viewed through the Narrative 
of ‘Dad’” co-authored with Bradley Fisher, in Sandra Shapshay ed. Bioethics at 
the Movies pp. 205-224. 

 
 
ARTICLES PUBLISHED 

“Poetic Intuition and the Bounds of Sense: Metaphor and Metonymy in Schopenhauer’s 
Philosophy” Reprinted in Christopher Janaway & Alex Neill eds. Better Consciousness: 
Schopenhauer’s Philosophy of Value (London: Blackwell, 2009). 

“Poetic Intuition and the Bounds of Sense: Metaphor and Metonymy in Schopenhauer’s 
Philosophy” European Journal of Philosophy 16 (2) August 2008, pp. 211-229.  

“Children’s Rights and Children’s Health” Journal of Social Philosophy Vol. 39 No. 4, 
Winter 2008, pp. 583-605. 

 άBiomedical Research is an Imperfect Moral Duty: A Response to John Harris” co-
authored with Kenneth Pimple, Journal of Medical Ethics, July 2007; 33: 414-417.  
 
“Compassion, A Double-Edged Scalpel” APA Newsletter on Philosophy and Medicine, vol. 
06, no. 1, pp. 18-21, Fall 2006. 
 
“The Human Being in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction: An Argument Against Human 
Cloning” in Ethical Issues for the 21st Century ed. Frederick Adams, special issue of the 
Journal of Philosophical Research, 2005. pp. 119-133. 
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“Subtle Scripture for an Invisible Church: The Moral Importance of the Beautiful in Kant” 
The Paideia Project of the World Congress of Philosophy.  
http://www.bu.edu/wcp/Papers/Aest/AestShap.htm, 2000.  

 
 

ARTICLE SUBMITTED AND WORKS IN PROGRESS 
 
“Does Schopenhauer Solve the Problem of Tragedy?” (Under review) 
 
“Schopenhauer and the ‘Neglected Alternative’ Objection” (Under review) 
 
“Schopenhauer, the Ideas and Darwin” (in progress) 

 
 
REVIEWS 
 
Review of Jerrold Levinson Contemplating Art (Oxford, 2006), Philosophical Books, 49(1), 
89-93, 5 p. 2008. 
 
Review of Dale Jacquette, Schopenhauer, Acumen 2005 & Robert Wicks Schopenhauer, 
Blackwell.  Mind (forthcoming).  
 
Invited Ethics and the Humanities columnist, “Whose Sister’s Keeper?” film review of 
Nick Cassevetes’ “My Sister’s Keeper” (2009) Lahey Clinic Journal of Medical Ethics 16 (3) 
2009, p. 5. 
 
 

SELECTED CONFERENCES & PUBLIC SPEAKING 
 

Invited speaker, Schopenhauer Gesellschaft, International Schopenhauer Symposium, 
September 2010, Frankfurt, Germany. 
 
Invited Roundtable participant, “November 9, 1989 or Does Europe Have a Birthday?” 
Sponsored by the Department of Germanic Studies and the Institute of German Studies, 
Indiana University, Bloomington. Nov. 4, 2009.  

 
“Schopenhauer and the Problem of Tragedy,” American Philosophical Association (APA) 
Central Division Meeting, Chicago, IL. February 19, 2009.  

 
 “Schopenhauer and the Problem of Tragedy” (earlier version of APA Central Paper) at 
the symposium “Genres, Concepts and Categories in Aesthetics and Philosophy of Art”, 
Indiana University, May 2008. 
 
Invited plenary speaker at the NIH-funded workshop “Teaching Research Ethics,” 
Indiana University, May 13-15, 2008. 
 

http://www.bu.edu/wcp/Papers/Aest/AestShap.htm
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Invited commentator on Rebecca Dresser’s “Stem Cell Research: The Diversity of Ethical 
Views”, Center on Law, Society, and Culture, Indiana University School of Law, March 
27, 2008.  
 
Invited speaker, the Poynter Center Health Care Ethics Seminar, November 15, 2007. 
 
Invited speaker at the International Schopenhauer Symposium, University of 
Southampton, UK. July 9-11, 2007. Presented the paper “Schopenhauer’s Metonymic 
Aesthetic.” 
 
Invited speaker at Virginia Commonwealth University, Department of Philosophy 
colloquia series.  Presented the paper “Procreative Liberty and Commodification in the 
Human Cloning Debate,” February 8, 2007. 

 
Invited speaker for the APA Committee on Philosophy and Medicine’s panel “The Role of 
Compassion in Medicine,” APA Central Division Meeting, Chicago, IL, April 26-29, 2006.  
Presented the paper, “Compassion, A Double-edged Scalpel.” 
 
Commentary on Alex Neill’s “Schopenhauer and the Possibility of Aesthetic Experience,” 
American Society for Aesthetics Annual Meeting, Providence, RI, October 19-22, 2005. 
 
Commentary on Mary Coleman’s “Public Reasons and Practical Solipsism,” Colloquium 
on Practical Reason, American Philosophical Association (APA), Pacific Division Meeting, 
Pasadena CA, March  25-28, 2004. 
     

SELECTED HONORS, AWARDS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD) Faculty Research Grant for archival 
research at the Schopenhauer-Archiv, Frankfurt a. M, Germany, Fall 2009. 
 
Trustees Teaching Award, Department of Philosophy, 2008-2009.  
 
Poynter Center Faculty Fellow, 2004-2005. Topic of the fellowship: “The Ethics and 
Politics of Childhood.” 
 
The John Eliot Allen Outstanding Teacher Award, given by the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, Portland State University, 2001-2002. 
 
American Society for Aesthetics, Graduate Student Travel Award, for my paper “Feeling 
as Knowledge: Schopenhauer on Aesthetic Experience and the Ethics of Compassion,” 
October, 2000.  

 
Lane Cooper Dissertation Fellowship, Columbia University, 1997-1998. 

 
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD) Annual Grant for Research in 
Germany.  Researched the dissertation and participated in the Wellmer Colloquium, 
Freie Universität, Berlin, 1996-1997. 

 



 5 

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD) German Language Scholarship, 
Karl-Marx Universität, Leipzig, Summer 1995. 
 
Columbia University, Department of Philosophy travel grant for language study in 
Germany, Summer 1994. 

 
 
SELECTED TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

 
19th century Philosophy (P304, Indiana University, regularly). This part-lecture, part-
discussion course leads students through an in-depth investigation of the place of art 
and aesthetic experience in the metaphysical systems of Kant, Hegel, Schopenhauer and 
Nietzsche.  Through frequent writing assignments, students analyze texts such as Kant’s 
Prolegomena, and 3rd Critique, selections from Hegel and his Introductory Lectures in 
Aesthetics, Schopenhauer’s The World as Will and Representation, and Nietzsche’s Birth 
of Tragedy and Beyond Good and Evil.    
 
Topic: Justice and Health Care (P345 Problems in Social and Political Philosophy, IUB, 
Summer I. 2005).  This course examines several theories of justice (Rawlsian, libertarian, 
communitarian, and feminist) and their implications in debates on the following topics: 
Is there a moral right to health care?  What sort of healthcare system (e.g. the Canadian 
single-payer, the U.S. more market-based, or the British National Health Service) is a just 
one?   
 
Topic: Commodification, Exploitation and Freedom in Contemporary Social and 
Political Debates (P345 Problems in Social and Political Philosophy, Spring 2006)   
This course constitutes an investigation into the meaning of the concepts “exploitation” 
and “commodification” and their application in significant, contemporary social and 
political debates.  The aim of the course is first to study the historical roots of these 
concepts, in Immanuel Kant’s view of humanity as an end in itself and having “dignity 
beyond all price,” and in Karl Marx’s famous analysis of the exploitation of workers and 
the commodification of their labor power under capitalism.  Next we study important 
contemporary analyses of these concepts and apply all of this theoretical reflection to 
two clusters of practical problems in social and political philosophy: the legitimacy of a 
regulated market in live kidneys and the morality of prostitution & surrogate 
motherhood.  These are problems which deal fundamentally with the ethical limits of 
the market—what should or should not be sold and why?  These issues are embedded 
in larger questions about domestic and global justice, individual liberty and paternalism. 
 
LAMP L216 Justice and the Business of Healthcare (regularly). Is it just that health care 
is largely distributed in the U.S. by ability to pay?  Is healthcare a special kind of good 
that shouldn’t be distributed in the same manner as toaster ovens and Ipods?The first 
part of this course examines several theories of justice (libertarian, socialist, Rawlsian) 
and their implications in debates on the following topics: Is there a moral right to health 
care?  If so, is this a universal human right?  What sort of healthcare system is a just 
one?  In trying to answer these questions, we will explore various international health 
systems, the history of the U.S. health care system, and real-world cases of health care 
reform efforts.  The second part of this course continues an investigation of justice with 
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respect to the “business of babies” and questions of justice that arise in the context of 
reproductive medicine. Currently, in industrialized countries, future children can be 
bought, sold and produced, to some extent, ready-to-order.  We will investigate the 
business of infertility medicine, including surrogate motherhood, egg and sperm 
‘donation’ and the lack of significant regulation of infertility clinics in the U.S.  Second, 
we will address how new genetic information and technologies are being used for 
would-be parents to select the sex and genetic traits of the child they wish to produce. 
Are such technologies intrinsically immoral, do they harm children and/or society in 
general, or do they promote liberty, health and social welfare?  If such technologies are 
available only to the wealthy, will this lead to a “genobility” that further exacerbates 
social inequalities?  What, if anything, is wrong with choosing our children? 

 
Phenomenology and Existentialism PHL 332 (Portland State Univ., Winter 2002): This 
course explores the foundations for French existentialism in the phenomenology of 
Husserl and Heidegger and then investigates the ways in which phenomenology was re-
fashioned in light of Merleau-Ponty’s “discovery” of the body.  In addition, we 
investigated selections from notable Anglo-American philosophers (Dreyfus, Føllesdal, 
and others) who show the contemporary relevance of these thinkers for Anglo-
American debates in philosophy.  
  
Existentialism PHL 315 (Portland State Univ. Fall, 2001; Columbia University, Summer 
1997): I designed this popular course around the concept of Entfremdung (alienation 
from our labor, from each other, from ourselves, and from the world), and oriented the 
discussions within the theoretical framework of Heidegger’s Being and Time. Other 
authors read include: Marx, Kierkegaard, Sartre, de Beauvoir, and Camus. These 
philosophical readings are supplemented with existentialist film screenings and short 
stories. 
 
Contemporary Civilization (Columbia Univ., 1995-6): This two-semester “great-books” 
course required of all Columbia College undergraduates is discussion-based, and 
centered around metaphysical, moral and political questions. Contemporary Civilization 
covered texts from “Plato to NATO” including Plato’s Republic, Hobbes’ Leviathan, and 
Kant’s Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, to Nietzsche’s Genealogy of Morals, 
Freud’s Civilization and its Discontents, and Rawls’ Theory of Justice, among many 
others. 

 
Introduction to Propositional and First-Order Logic (Columbia Univ., Spring 1995): This 
course covers fundamental concepts of logic (e.g., deduction versus induction, validity 
and soundness), informal fallacies, and symbolizations and derivations in both sentential 
and predicate calculus.   
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

¶ American Philosophical Association 

¶ Schopenhauer-Gesellschaft 

¶ North American Schopenhauer Society 

¶ American Society for Aesthetics 

¶ Association for Practical and Professional Ethics  
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LANGUAGES 

¶ German, very good reading and good speaking ability 

¶ French, excellent reading and speaking ability 

¶ Spanish, good reading and speaking ability 


