This publication is paid for in part by dues-paying members of the Indiana University Alumni Association

Indiana University

PHILOSOPHY

Vol. IX

Alumni Newsletter

Summer/Fall 1994

College of Arts & Sciences Alumni Association

Biddle scholarship established

The Department of Philosophy is pleased
to announce the establishment of the
Dona Roberts Biddle Memorial Philoso-
phy Scholarship. The award was estab-
lished by Mrs. Biddle’s daughters, Eliza-
beth Drummond and Nancy Seidel, in
honor and in memory of their late
mother.

The purpose of the award is to recog-
nize academic excellence and to encour-
age the pursuit of an advanced degree by
an undergraduate or recent graduate who
has demonstrated an interest in relating
philosophy to improving the quality of
life for others.

The first winner of the Biddle Scholar-
ship is David Finkelstein, a junior from
Stamford, Conn. He has maintained a
3.9 GPA while pursuing a double major
in philosophy and English. In addition,
David has served as a diversity advocate
in Wright Quad. This involved being a
student resource person on diversity is-
sues, with added responsibilities for or-
ganizing special discussion groups. He
also spent last summer volunteering at a
food shelter in New York City.

Dona Roberts was born in 1891 in
Oxford, Ind. Her love of music was evi-
dent early in life and she received a sum-
mer scholarship to the Indianapolis Con-
servatory of Music while still in high
school. She later went to the Emily Tho-
mas School of Music in Detroit and
returned to teach music in Middleton,
where she met her husband, Ward Biddle.

The Biddles came to Bloomington in
1923, when Ward began his long asso-
ciation with the university. Dona con-
tinued her study of music, earning a BA
from the School of Music in 1929. She
also served as choir director at two local
churches.

Mrs. Biddle served as social secretary

At age 100, Dona Roberts Biddle was
named a Sagamore of the Wabash.

to Both Herman B Wells and Elvis Stahr
during their IU presidencies. She also
was a member of the Friends of Music,
the Monroe County Women’s Club, and
several other charitable and social orga-
nizations. She volunteered at Opportu-
nity House through her 99th year.

Dona Biddle was the 10th recipient of
the Gertrude Rich Award, presented for
outstanding service by the TU Alumni
Association. On her 100th birthday, in
1991, Indiana Governor Evan Bayh
named her a Sagamore of the Wabash
for her distinguished life and contribu-
tions to her community.

The Biddles were long-time friends of
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of
Philosophy and Mrs. Henry Veatch, a
fact that, no doubt, influenced the deci-
sion to establish a philosophy scholarship.

All of the faculty and students of the
department wish to thank the heirs and
friends of Mrs. Biddle for establishing
this award. We will strive to honor her
life and her memory.

Grossmann rvetives

Reinhardt Grossmann, metaphysician
extraordinaire at IU for more than 30
years, will retire after the fall semester of
the 199495 academic year. His last
teaching duties end after summer school
1994.

Grossmann has written 10 books and
numerous articles on ontology, meta-
physics, and the theory of knowledge.
His books include The Structure of Mind
(1965), Reflections on Frege’s Philosophy
(1969), Omntological Reduction (1973),
Meinong (1974), The Categorical Struc-
ture of the World (1983), The Fourth Way:
A Theory of Existentialism: An Introduc-
tion (1984), and The Existence of the
World: An Introduction to Ontology
(1992). He has also translated Kasamir
Twardowski’s On the Content and Object
of Presentations (1977).

Born in Berlin, Germany, Grossmann
has lived in this country since coming to
Towa to get his PhD, which was granted
in 1959. He taught for a few years at the
University of Illinois, then came to IU in
1962. He has been awarded grants from
the National Science Foundation and
was a Fulbright exchange teacher in Ger-
many in 1975.

Reinhardt is perhaps most famous for
his teaching of undergraduates. Literally
thousands of students have had him for
P100, P135, or P140. If's no wonder
that he says he runs into former students
wherever he goes!

His concern for his students is evident
to them and to their counselors. Eliza-
beth Kurpius, associate athletic director
for academics, says this about Reinhardt:

“He is a professor that many of the
athletes request each semester. It is well-
known that he makes the subject of phi-
losophy very interesting for students who
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