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Eisenberg receives 2002 IU President’s Award

hilosophy’s own Paul Eisenberg is

this year’s winner of the President’s

Award for distinguished teaching.
The award was established in 1974 and can
be given in any division of the university
and at any professional rank. Eisenberg has
been in our department since 1966 and is
also an adjunct professor in Jewish studies.

“Paul has never been less than superbly

prepared and intellectually conscientious,
never less than sincerely respectful of the
deepest ideals of the academy,” says Karen
Hanson, Rudy Professor of Philosophy.
“His students have been touched deeply —
intellectually, emotionally, and motivation-
ally — by his teaching.”

Axenbcrg says that he is sustained as a
teacher by the hope that “if I do my part
well, sooner or later something that my
students have read or said or that I have
said to them will yield a new or a deepened
significance and at least the beginning of
wisdom.”

It must be working because former
student Glenn Gass, now a professor of

The Veatch memorial dogwood outside
Sycamore Hall brightens up the spring.

music, calls Eisenberg “the best teacher I
had while I was a student at IU.” Gass
adds, “T have never been required to think
quite so much or so happily in a classroom.
1 like to think that some of the lessons 1
learned helped to shape my own teaching
and intellectual life in general.”

Other colleagues note that Eisenberg has
served as a mentor or has helped them
grow as teachers. Robert Eno of the
Department of East Asian Languages and
Cultures team-taught a course, Two Ways
to Wisdom, with Eisenberg and says, “I
learned more by teaching with Paul than I
had in any class taken as a student.”

Eisenberg’s arcas of interest include the
history of ethics, 19th-century continental
philosophy, and the phllo‘;ophcrs Spinoza
and Nietzsche. The courses he has taught

range from Ancient Greek Philosophy to
Introduction to Existentialism. In addition,
he always takes on many students each
semester for independent reading courses
and serves as an adviser to honors theses,
directs and serves on dissertation commit-
tees, and leads informal reading groups. He
has also been a mentor to minority students
since 1998 and has raught “great books™
courses in the Honors College and intro-
ductory philosophy to Intensive Freshman
Seminar students in the summers.

One couldn’t begin to count the number
of students Eisenberg has taught during his
306 years of teaching. His concern has been
“to the extent that it lies in one’s power, to
change students’ lives for the better.” This
award symbolizes how successtul Eisenberg
has been in this goal. Congratulations!

Wewner gets Guggenheim Fellowship

Joan Weiner, one of our newest faculty members, will be on leave this coming year with the
support of a fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation.

Guggenheim Fellowships are given annually to advanced professionals working in the
(non-performing) arts, humanities, sciences, social sciences, or medicine. Coming on the
heels of her two books on Gottlob Frege, Weiner’s project will take her a step out of her
role as a Frege interpreter and mnto the role of a champion of some of the doctrines to
which Frege, as she interprets him, was committed. She will be arguing that these doc-
trines — rather different from the ones ordinarily attributed to Frege — offer a fundamen-
tal contribution to contemporary philosophy of language.

Three from IU Bloomington serve APA

The American Philosophical Association is the main professional organization for
philosophers in the United States. Founded in 1900, its mission is to promote the
exchange of ideas among philosophers, to encourage creative and scholarly activity in
philosophy; to facilitate the profcselonal work and teaching of phllosophcrs and to
represent philosophy as a discipline. It is divided into three main divisions, the Eastern,
Central, and Pacific, with each division having its own set of officers and none for the

entire organization.

Professor Marcia Baron from our department was elected vice president of the Central
Division. She will serve in that capacity for a year and then automatically become president
next year. One of her duties will be to give the presidential address at the Central Division

meetings next April in Cleveland.

Karen Hanson, Rudy Professor of Philosophy, was elected to the Central Division
Executive Committee, and Professor Fred Schmitt was elected to the 2002-03 Central

Division Nominating Committee.






