(11) Ckaxu XKynsa6beBy, 4To0 3a IeBKaMy U3 HALLEH TpyNIbl HE
yxJecTbiBal. A To cienaem 60-60. (10. Tpuconos. [Jom Ha HaGepeKHOI)

It was rather a surprise that there are so many meanings of the conjunction a to,
and the inventory may even be larger. The discussed meanings fall into two categories:
syntactic and discourse related, Out of all these meanings, only one could be seen as a
quasi-synonym to ne to and a ne to.
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10.Pato Q

Proposition Q explains why the speaker states P or thinks P:
P = the need for appropriate atire
Q = people there are hot-blooded and may kill if they don’t like something

(10) a. Tak st Tam [Ha cBajibOe] 3TO... THIA FOCTHsI IOUETHAs, 1a. Hayo
KOCTIOM COOTBETCTBYIOLHIT, @ TO OHU TaM JIFO[U FOPsTIne, 9yTh UTO He
MIOHPABUTCSI, cpa3y 3a HOXK. (“BaneHtuna
HWBanosHa” .http://valentina.ivanovna.ru/)

In the next example,
P = assessing the furniture in the office
Q = the speaker might move in into this office (needs to know what to bring)

b. — 41, Banentuna MiBanoBHa™, oueHb U3BUHSIOCH, UTO OTBJICKALO, -
ckazan KoHcranTiH DtyapoBUY CBOMM BKPAIUMBbIM MHTEJIJIMTEHTHBIM
rOJIOCOM, - 51 TOJIBKO Ha MUHYTKY: XOTeJl TIOCMOTPETh, YTO 3/IeCh €CThb U3
Me6enu... A To, €CM YTO BAPYT MAJIO JIH, U s CIOfia epeefy, TO YTOObI
3HATh, OPaTh JIM TaM TEJEBU30P, XONOAMILHUK, MUKPOBOJIHOBKY.
(“Banenruna VMiBanoBHa”.http://valentina.ivanovna.ru/)

¢. — AX, Xopolto 6bl KAPTUHY TAKYIO UMETsIb. A TO BE[lb HUYETO He
0CTaJIOCh, HU OfiHOM Betmuky. Ecim kymuts ee?.. ([1. I'panun. Kapruna)

It would be nice to have such a painting because there is nothing left.

d. Ycnokorics, a To royioBa OOJINT.

e. Hanomuu TesniepoH, a TO He Tyja nomnajato.
(www.auto.ru/wwwboards/citroen/0016/)

11.P,ato Q

This usage is quasi-synonymous with ne fo and a ne to. This is the only case of
conditional meaning: if not-P then Q (~P =>Q). In other words, the speaker either

wants P to take place or states this on behalf of another speaker
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8.P.At0Q

This one is in a sense opposite to 6. The speaker is saying ‘You should do P, and
you are doing Q’ while being negative about Q.

In the first example, P = do research. Q = the wrong things they are engaged in:
arguing about lenses and dead animals. In the second example, P = talk in real life, Q =
being silent. In the third one, P = saying ‘I don’t love you’, Q = picking on the speaker.

(8) a. Bce na uccnenoBanusi! A TO He TEM 3aHUMAETECH — NPO OO BEKTUBBI
criopute, Ipo Tymku. (wWww.photoweb.ru/guest/gstbook50.html)

b. A Tbl Obl Jly4llle HE B MHETE Pa3ry1arojibCTBOBANA, a B XKU3HU. A TO
mosumiib. (guestbook.userline.ru/book3147/3.htm)

c¢. Cka3zain Obl cpa3zy — s Te0s1 60JIblLIE HE JTIFOOITI0, U BCE ObLIO O MOHSATHO.
A TO npsiuenbest 3a KAKUMU-TO MeJIKiMu npuaupkami. .. (K.
Hogropopues. Jlena.

http://www kulichki.com/svetlana/leda/authors/novg1.html)

9.PatoQ

Proposition P, which correlates with the moment of speech, is compared with
proposition Q of the time preceding the moment of speech. Most often Q is perceived

negatively, or possibly neither P or Q are perceived negatively:

(9) a. - [TarHaguats net Ha [Tamupe, npuBbik. Ceityac elle Jopory Koe-rje
PACILIMPUIIN, A TO €/IBa JIM He KaK/bli1 AeHb ommch (M. TanunHa. [Ty Ts K
HUpBaHe. )

b. «$I caMblii cHaCTIUBBINA JUPUKED B CTPaHE, Y HAC TaKue I0pOrue 1
KaueCTBEHHbIE MHCTPYMEHTbI, KAKMX HE UMEET HU OFIUH POCCUMCKUI
nyxoBoii opkecTp. Ham tenepsb u B EBpony BblexaTh HE CTBIAHO. A TO Beb
paHbliie OHU MOKA3bIBAIM NAJLUAMU HA HALUM UHCTPYMEHTbHI —
aHTMKBaprat, MOJl». (My3bIKabHbIE POHIKKA TBEPUTHHOBA.

http://www.dega.ru/ugps/1.htm)

c. [laBHeHBKO 51 y Hero He ObL1, ¢ 1978 ropa, a To, 6bIBaJIO, YaCTO JIETOM
HaBefibiBasicsi. (www.dubna.ru/jubilee.php?news=2)
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The next example is similar in meaning: P =‘Ty ne v sostojanii’. The speaker (S,)
suggests: If ‘S, is unable’ is true, do Q = ‘sit for a while.” The implication is that Y =>

-X.

b. — 4 noviny rokTOp.

— A TbI B cOCTOSIHMM? A TO TIOCUIH.
(zhurnal.lib.ru/w/wystawnoj_w_w/parallelx.shtml)

Sitting down is the alternative to going.
b. ‘Do X/ Are you doing X? I suggest Y as alternative to X.’
In the next example, X = the place where the interlocutor is going to spend the
night. Y = the speaker’s place.

c. Trl rae ceronst Houyelb? A TO MPUXOJH, TIOTOBOPUM.
(students.web.ru/db/shg/modules/board_an.html?page=95)

In the next example, X = the request to send by e-mail the list of games. Y = the
speaker’s suggestion to talk by e-mail.

d. HpI/l]_L[JII/ITC MHE Ha MMOYTY Ha3BAHUC BCEX JIYUIIMX UI'P Ha BaAlICM KOMIIEC,
a TO MOroBOPHYM IO MOYTE O ...

(www.playground.ru/forums/vicecity/18334/)

In the next example, X = the suggestion that they all go into town. Y = the
interlocutor going alone.

e. — ThI TyT 3aKuCHelb, AHTOH, — cKka3ana CBeTJiaHa, IJ1ajs MHe
BOJIOCHL. — [laBail yeyieM B rOpof.

— Haprouka xxe pagyercsi, — Bo3pa3ud si. — J[la 1 Tl XOTena eue
HEeJIeJII0 NIOKUTh, BEPHO?

— ThI ke Myuaenibcs... A To e3xaii cam? B ropojie TeGe Becenee Oynier.
(C. JTykbsineHko. BevepHuii 1030p.

www.rusf.ru/lukian/books/vecherniy_dozor/ vecherniy_dozor_2_01.htm)



6. AtoP!

The meaning of this construction is as follows: ‘I assert negY, even though the
interlocutor or someone else asserts the opposite.” In addition, the speaker is displaying
some emotion: indignation, irritation, sarcasm, etc. Semantically it is close to the

construction with the Russian conjunction budto, ‘as if” or English as if.

(6) a. IMonmyvaro pazbsicHeHUE, YTO MPOGIIEMa CBsi3aHa C CepBepoM (a To s
caMm He 3HaJl!) ¥ PeKOMEH/IALMIO 3afiTH Ha CAllT MO APYroMy ajpecy.
(subscribe.ru/archive/culture. news.webprogulki/200407/10002246.html)

b. — YeM TbI B MeHSI MIBLIPHYJI, U3BEPr?

— A TO TBI He BujeJ — oTBel B3rysy MBan. -— KaMmHeM, KOHEYHO.
(www.frei.ru/golos/museum/Legend/Sk_on1.html)

c. Ho Begp co3nagyT Komuccuto. A TO MX MaJjio 0bL10 co3nano!?? U rie
OHM ceftyac? DTH djieHbI KOMUCCHIA.
(http://muclearno.ru/forum.asp?action=view&id_forum=21)

7. (neg)P(?) A to Q

Alternative a to: S, inquires of S, if P is true. There are two possibilities:
a. ‘If Pis true then the suggestion is: Q. Q will trigger negP.” Q is an
alternative to the ongoing one or the planned one.
In the next example, P = ‘S, ustala’. The speaker S, says the following: If P is
true, do Q =rest.” The implication is that Q => -P. In this example, the interlocutors are

skiing and the suggestion is to rest instead of continuing to ski.

(7) a. T He ycTana, a To otnoxseM. (F0. Kazakos. [IBoe B neka6pe)



S. Ato!

This is said in a dialogue in response to some proposition P. It means ‘of course,

what a silly question!” or ‘why do you even ask?’.

(5) a. Boan: To-10. Ye koJuIeKTHB (KMBAET B CTOPOHY XOPOBOT'O TIEHHs),
HopMmainbHO? KynbTypHO oTTsirnBaeTtcs?

Kousn: A To. lllamnmycrka 3aBe3/m AT SILMKOB, (PpaHIy3CcKOro, 1o
noJIeHTHepa 6akcoB my3biphb. Bo! (JocTaeT n3 KapMaHa najabTo Oy THUIKY
IIAMIIAHCKOTO, CTABUT Ha CTOJI.) ['a3upoBKa, o6bIkaenbest. DX, 3a
HOPTBELIKOM ObI CTOHSITh MPOOOPUCTBIM, TPU CEMEPOUKH, KaK paHbLIE.
Kapromeuku ¢ nydykom noxkaputs. Het Gosblie Tpex cemepoyek, Hi 3a
Kakue 6a0Ku He 1o0ysiems. Kakyro crpany npocepunu, cyku! (B. AKyHuH.
3epkano Cen-Kepmena)

b. AEJL (cbiry) A Thi Kak moopasncs?

OTEI 4 Ha cBoeil npukaTuil... B3sii1, 4To GbLIO B XOJOAUILHUKE, HA
BCSIKWI CJIy4ai, U CIOf1a.

BHYK Yro B3st1?

OTEL Yto-uyto?! Yro nonaraercsi! 51 xk 3Ty wikody ¢ To60# erie
nporue. [lomHnb, 6aTs?

JEJ A to! B Tpu yaca Houm - 3BOHOK B fiBepb! (6xyxy) Hy, Thl 620Ky
3Haellb - OHA y>Ke TOorja Myrimeas Oblna. B MeTpax Tpex oT iBepeii BcTana
u: Kto Tam? A Ttam - vu ry-ry... Hy, HanmBaii, jaBaii... MeHst OyuT, MOJI,
KTO-TO B JBEPb JIOMUTCS. I CIIPOCOHBS ABEPH OTBOPSIIO, & HA MEHS KOCSIK
netut! A BMecTe C HUM U GaTsHS TBOIA, MOMY>KUBOM... TYT ¥ PyXHYJ Ha
KOBpUK. Babka B KpuK, a OH Iy1a3 MPUOTKPbLI CBOI1 1 roBopuT: [Tana!
Con!!! Hy, yTpom kocsik BMecTe BeTaisuii... (M. B. JIbicos. [TuHacTust
nosikoBHuKa N)

¢. OHa 3aMouIKaeT, MOAXOAUT CTOJTY, MOJHUMAET OYTBUIKY, BUJUT, YTO OHA
NyCcTa, U CTABUT €€ Ha cTos. OTOupaetr y My>XK4nHbI CTaKaH, leJacT
IJI0TOK, 0TOMpaeT y Manbunka KyCOK BOOJIBI M PUCAKMBAETCS K CTOJY.
Manbunk. Pa3naBaTh nim Kak?

HeBymika. A To!

My:>xuuna. CoryaceH.

MaJiburK pasjaeT Mo mecTh KapT, OTKPbIBaeT KO3biphb. (B. 3abanyes u A.
3en3uHoB. Bpewmst )



Discourse related meanings

This usage represents a departure from the previous ones because it does not have

an element X or a set of elements X, X,, ... X,, to compare Y with.

4. A to (esce)
In this case the particle introduces a new subtopic of an existing topic. In the
following examples, Boris L'vovich uses it to introduce a second anecdote about

the same personage, Belokurov in the first case and Yablochkina in the second:

(4) a. Bopuc JIuBaHOB, MO CBUJIETENILCTBY XPAHUTENSI MXATOBCKOI
uctopun Brajena JlaBbijoBa, MOCTOSIHHO MOALIYYMBAJ HAJl IPYTUM
BEJIMKUM MXaToBUeM — Biagumupom benokyposbiM. TOT ObLT yenosek, K
IOMOPY HE CKJIOHHBIIA, U OIHAXK/IbI TIOBECUJT Ha JIBEPb CBOEI rpUMyOOpHOI
MEJIHYIO TaObIMUKy ¢ NoaHbIM TuTysnoM: «Hapopubni apruct CCCP,
Jlaypeat I'ocypmapcTBeHHO# npemun, npodeccop Biagumup BsiuecnaBouy
Benokypos». JIuBaHOB 3Ke, yly4uB MOMEHT, NPUJIEMNAI MOl HEH MOLLHBIM
KJIeeM JIMCTOK Oymaru ¢ Haamichio: «EskereBHbIi npuem — ot 500 o
700 rpaMMOB»!

A T0 eme benokypos cbe3nni B PUHIAHAMIO U NPpUBE3 ce0e OTTyAa
LIMKAPHBIIA CBUTEP, CUHUIA C [IBYMsI IOJIOCAMU — OfIHA 10 TaJIUU, Ipyras 1o
rpyau. OH XOfiuII Mo TeaTpy, rOpAo MOKa3blBasi BCEM OOHOBY, a 32 HUM Ha
UbINoyYKax jgBuraicst JIMBaHOB M LIENOTOM COOOLIAI KOJUIEraM 3HaueHue
nosoc. «JInHnm HanmBa! — Belas OH M MoKa3bIBall pyKoit. — 1o
criekTakJIst, nocie crnekrakisi!» (Bopuc JIbBosuy. TeaTpasibHast KypuiIKa)

b. S1610YKKMHY NONPOCUIIM OIHAXK/IbI OTOUTH TAJAHTIMBOIO CTYAEHTA-
LIeNKUHIA OT apMun. Habpanu Homep BoeHKOMa, fianu eii Tpyoky. «C
BaMU FOBOPUT, — BEJIMYECTBEHHO 3apOKOTAala Ta, — HAPOJHAs apTUCTKA
Cogerckoro Coro3a, naypeat CTaJlMHCKON NPpeMUM, IpeficenaTe b
Bcepoccuiickoro tearpajibHOro oouiecTsa, akrpuca Manoro tearpa
Anekcansipa AnekcanapoBHa S16moukuna! ['onmy6unk, — TyT OHa cMeHMIIa
TOH Ha IPOHMKHOBEHHBIN, — Takas 6efa! JIpyra Moero 1eTcTsa yroHsoT B
apmuto! Tak y>k Henb3st 1 ocTaBuTh? CkosbKo emy net? [a
BOCEMHA/IIIATh, TOJYOUMK, BOCEMHA/IIATD | »

k) ok ok

A To ewe 3acefiana S161ouknHa B KakoM-To nipe3uamyme. Hy,
nofipemMbIBaja no crapoctu, a Muxaun Msanbru Llapes ee Bce nop cTojioMm
HOTO¥ TOJIKAM... A KaKk OOBSIBUIY €€ BBICTYIIJIEHUE, TYT YK€ MOCUIIbHEN
TOJIKHYJI, YTOOBI COBCEM pa30yauTh. SI0JI04KMHA BCTana, riasa
pacnaxHysa 1 npousHecia: «Mbl, akrepsl opaeHa Jlennna Ero
Nmneparopckoro Benmmyectsa Manoro teatpa Coroza CCP!..»



Here {x} — ‘simple recreation’, is the opposite of going to concerts {-x}. Y,

unlike any X, does not require even leaving home.

3. irrealis X,afto Y

The first proposition in this construction is an irrealis statement prefaced by the
conjunctions esli by, dobro by, ladno by, pust’ by and the like or simply followed by the
particle by. The implication is as follows: the speaker would be willing (if reluctant) to
accept X even though X is not positive or satisfactory, but instead of X reality presents Y,
which is much worse. In other words, the Y that is real (unlike X which is unreal) is the
greater of two evils:

(3) a. Ecii 661 CanpiykoB! A To CyHpiakos!
(splendor.virtualave.net/ FORUMS/hermes/posts/271.html)

b. Ha ero riazax xBaTaiu BUCHENIINX TOCYJaPCTBEHHBIX fiesITeNIel 1
CTaBUJIM K CTEHKe... JI00po ObI MPOCTO K CTEHKE, & TO PBAJIA HOT'TH,
JIUMaJIid KOCTHU, OTOMBAJIA OYKU, FPYOO U3MbIBAIIUCH, MOJJICHILIE YHUXKAIIH,
npeskje YeM crpoBauTh Ha TOT cBeT. (B. Tennpsikos. Ha GiaxkeHHOM
OCTPOBE KOMMYHHU3Ma )

c. JlJagHo GBI poMMIIK, 3TO XOTh MOBOJI, HAa 3TO HE KaJIKO. A TO Be/lb
NpoOCTO NOTepsy, ... (Www.echo.msk.ru/comments/orech)

d. [lepeBbst TOKE NOYYBCTBOBAJIN CIA0MHY XO3SMICKON PyKU — 3aMILENH,
HayaJli OMEPTBEBAThb TO OJIHOM, TO JPYroil BETBbIO, a BCKOPE yMepJa
nesiast si67oHs. M X0Th Obl Kakasi-HUOY/Ib Ipyrasi, a TO caMast JIydIas,
camasi CBeTJIasi, camast OJmxkHsist K jomy. Jlumnosast. (B. Conoyxun. [Jom n

caj)

e. Kaosbl Tak Besje, no BceM peykam. A TO TOJLKO Y HUX, Ha Mapbiollke.
®. A6pamoB. BpaThbsi 1 cecTpbl)

f. kopum llypky oTer ¢ MaTepbto, COCeM U BCE, KTO Y3HABAI MPO 3TO
npouciiecsre. — Hy KyjakoM @bl IprHYJI, HOC pa30oui, a TO — HOXKoM!
(0. Tonuapos. ITo cBoeit Boie)



parameter in question is physical distance, and Y is much more removed from the place
where the events take place:

2. a. BcnomHUsock: joMa BOT Tak ke MHOIMA nesu, misicanu. ConpyTest
ponmble, gsna Konst, Tets 2Kens ¢ pedsitamu, asjs Muiia, a TO OTLOBCKast
POJIHSI IPUBANUT C Y palia, 3aBefyT NeCHH, a JIsis, Kornga HajoecT, yOexKuT
K ce0e HaBepX, B MaHCapjly, YATaeT KHUTH, a BHU3Y myM, msic. (FO.
TpudoHos. [Toaroe nporanme)

In the next example, X,, X,, ... X,, are all the ailments described in the first
sentence: leg problems, back problems, and chest problems. Y is the ailment related to
the head. It is much worse it two ways: first, clearly any head ailment is perceived as
graver than leg or back problems; second, the noise in the head is such that the

protagonist loses sight and hearing, thus becoming totally incapacitated:

b. ¥ Hero gaBHO GOJISAT U CJIAOEIOT HOTH U €11IE C MOJJIOXKUHbBI APYTUX
HEJIyTrOB: pa3/aMbIBaET MOSICHULLY, TAK YTO HU JIBUHYTHCS, HU BCTATh,
XPUIUT U 3aKJa/IbIBAET B PY/IU. A TO BIPYT FOJIOBY HAJIONT0O HAMOJHSET
IIyM, Ia TAKOM, YTO TPU 3TOM TYMAHSITCSI [Jia3a u npomajaet ciyx. (0.
T'onvapos. [ToxkuBuTe ele, CTApUKN)

In the next example, it is the favorite activities of the couple that are discussed.
They are juxtaposed to going to concerts, which was not a common activity. The
common ones, X,, X,, X; were cinema, visiting friends, and soccer. Activity Y was
staying home and watching television. In this case, we could see the two extremes: the
more high-brow activity of going to concerts as opposed to the simplest recreation Y —
staying home and watching television. All the X activities are somewhere in the middle
and are not rated amongst themselves. But Y is compared to X, X,, and X,.

c. Ho Hapg u Bosiogst xonuim B KOHLEPTHI pefko. Haile B KMHO, K
NpUSITENSIM Ha YaeK UK Ha pyTOOJI, a TO CUISI IOMA U TeJIeBU30D
cmotpenu. (FO. Tpudonos. B rpubHyto oceHb)



b. Cityyasnocs, TOXUIUCH HeCbimble, a TO U BOBCE 20.100Hble, HO TIeYb
NpuUrpesaa, yTeuana CBOe JacKoii, JaBajla CUJIbI U 3[I0POBLE BCTaTh
naytpo. (I0. Tonvapos. [To cBoeii BoJie)

In the next example, which at first glance seems contradictory — in a robe or
even without a robe — the axis of meaning is the concept of ‘not dressed’, and without a

robe is more ‘not dressed’ than in a robe.

¢. BymnbHUK NO3BOHUT B ceMb. Ellie noaTopa yaca oHa OyfIeT JiexKarb,
NOTPY>KEHHAs B 3a0bITbe — HE B 3a0bIThE CHA, 4 B 3a0bIThe MCUE3HYBLIEH
SKU3HU, — MOTOM MEJIJIEHHO BCTAHET, HaOeHenm CTEraHbIi HEMIIOHOBBIN
xaaam, CepeKrH NOoJapOK KO JTHIO POXKJIEHbS, a TO M 0€3 XajaTa, B OIHON
pyoOallke, HeuecaHasi, Tenepb OHA HE CJIEUT 3a COOOM, MOOPENIET Ha KYXHIO
Y IOCTABUT HA IJIUTY YaHUK, KACTPIOJIbKY C BOJIOM JIJIsl KAIlU IPYTYIO JJIs1
ST, BBIHET U3 XOJIOMMIBLHUKA TBOPOT... (FO. TpudoHoB. [Ipyrast KU3Hb )

2. Xl, Xz, eee Xn atoY.

This type of use involves a number of different entities all having something in
common: X;, X,, ... X, and Y belong to the same semantic group and they have a
common feature {x}. What distinguishes Y from X,, X,, ... X, is that it is more extreme
than any of the X’s, that is the feature {x} has a more extreme representation in Y than in
any of the X’s. Unlike 1b, there is no direct progression from X, to X, to Y nor an
explicit axis in place, but the semantic feature that unites them all is stronger in Y that in
any of the X’s. The following examples illustrate the possibility of extracting the
common semantic feature from all of the elements X.

In the next example, X,, X,, X; are the relatives that would come and visit, and Y

are the relatives that lived far away, in the Ural mountains or on the Ural river. The



(1.2.) a. Cupust BcTynut B 6011 ¢ M3paunem yepes roji, a TO U paHblIe.
(“AprymenTsl u paktbl” www.aif.ru/online/aif/1347/40_01)

b. 4 oGewaro Tede, YTO €CiM Thl MOTPATHUIL Yac-/IBa CBOETO JIPAroLieHHOTO
BpPEMEHU Ha MPOYTEHKE 3TOr0 CaiiTa U Ha MPAKTUKOBAHUE CEro MaTepuasa
Ha HACTOSIIIEM KyOUKe, TO Thl CMOKEIIb C JIEFKOCThIO COOMpaTh BECh
KyOuK 3a 15 munyT, a TO M Menbie. (http://karalovbros.narod.ru/rubik/)

In the following examples, two weeks, and two days are viewed as long periods

of time:

c. 1 mimn CIIYCTs ABE HENICIIN, 4 TO MU MMO32KE OHU NTOJIy4YaT NMMCbMa OT

OPrKOMHUTETA C U3BELICHUEM O TOM, YTO TPIOK HE Y/AJICS - MX PACKYCHJIN.
(news.bbc.co.uk/hi/russian/ sport/newsid_4458000/4458023.stm)

d. IToaToMy MBI y>kKaCHO OrOpPUYMJIUCH, KOT/IA Ba HAlKX (hesbadedes
OOBSIBIIIM, YTO Mbl OCTAHEMCsI B TOPOJIC IHSI iBa, a TO U GoJbue. (T
Caiiep. [locnegHuit conpaT TpeTbero pevixa.
militera.lib.ru/memo/german/sajer/04.html)

1b.Y XorY=IlimX

This submeaning is used for non-measurable entities. In every given case there is

a progression of meaning, in other words, there is a semantic feature that is intensified

from X to Y. This semantic feature could be viewed as a semantic axis. This semantic

progression or axis could be illustrated by the following examples.

In the next example the goal is to cure AIDS. X is a step on the way to Y, Y being

the goal: the new medicines either stop the development of AIDS or even cure it.

(1.3) a. [Tepuoguuecku ¢ pa3HbIX KOHIIOB CBETa MOCTyNAeT MH(OpMaLst O
HOBBIX Npenaparax, ClOCOOHBIX NPUOCMAHO6UMb Pa3BUTUE OOJE3HH, a TO
u BoBce usseuusarouux CITAJL. (“Ipaspa” 89-04-30)

In the next example the axis measures hunger. The protagonists sometimes were

not full, at times even hungry.
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The alternative conjunction A TO: meaning and polisemy

Conjunctions are rarely the focus of independent studies. The conjunction a fo,
although ubiquitous, has never been analyzed.

Bol’Soj tolkovyj slovar’ russkogo jazyka lists three meanings: confirmation (A to
kak Ze!), expression of agreement after initial refusal (Ne nado, a to, poZaluj, sxodi.), and

convincing (A fo poZili by esce na dace!). This paper proposes eleven meanings.

Syntactic meanings

1. XatoiY:

This is a quantitative meaning, Y is either more than X or more intensive
than X according to the parameter that is being discussed. There are three
submeanings:

la.X<Y

This submeaning is used with measures, especially time measures:

(1.1) a. B TeuyeHue IeCATUIICTUI, a TO U BEKOB
b. YXOJIUJI MUHYThI, & TO M YaChl
C. HY>KEH POCT MPOU3BOJUTEILHOCTHU B JIECATKH, 4 TO M COTHU pa3

d. Ha uctep3aHHoM mMcTe pOMIUCH CTOJIOLBI CTUXOB. ByKBajbHO pOMIUCH:
KaK/asi CTPOUKa B YeThIpe, a TO U msiTh ataxkeit. (B. Acradbes. Camika
JleGeneB)

1a'.Y =comparative
This submeaning is used for the intensification of the message conveyed by
measurable entities. In the following examples, a year, or 15 minutes are viewed as short

spans:



