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Principles of traditional Terminology

Our abservations concerning the
terminology of special language

First principle: Terminology starts from
the concept without considering language.

Second principle: u concepts is clear-cul
and can be assigned a place in & logically

or ontologically structured concept system.

Third principle: a concept is ideally
defined in an iensional definition,

Fourth principle: u concept is referred o
by one term and one term only designates
one concepl.

Fifth principle: the assignment concept/
term is permanent.

ontological means,

7
Language plays a role in the conception
and communication of categories. b

Many categories are fuzzy and can not _
he absolutely classified by logical and

An intensional definition is often neither
possible nor desirable,

Polysemy. svnonynty and figurative
language occur and are functional in
special language.

'
s

Calegories evolve. terms change in
meaning, understanding develnpq.

Flguu. 1.1, Contrast between the principles of fraditional Terminology and the reality
the re mu;,f:r!aqv we have been studving it the apec, ial language of the life sciences.
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Saussurian structuralist
semantics

Traditional Terminology

The belief that (words have)
meanings (that) can be clearly
delineated.

The belief that the best way to
describe meaning is to describe
the mutual delimitation of
concepts (semantic relations).

The belief that the best way 10
describe meaning is to
concentrate on denotational
meaning (as opposed to
connotational meaning) and on
the literal meaning (and not the
figurative meaning) ol words.

The belief thut meaning is to be
deseribed synchronically.

The European (as opposed fo the Canadian)

terminology model starts from the belief that concepts, =

which will be given the status of the ‘meaning” of the

term that will be assigned to them, can and should be

clearly delineated.

The belief that the best way to deseribe concepts is (o
determine their position in a concept system which
visualises logical and ontological relationships.

The belief that the concept system is to be seen as

independent from the term system, and that
consequently. unlike words. terms are context
independent: the meaning of the term is the concept.

The belief that Terminology should choose

not to study language development and language
evolution as the emphasis is on the concept system.
Therefore Terminology takes a synchronic approach.

I I G I T

Figure 1.2. The similarity berween Saussurian structuralist semantics and traditional
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