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IU’s sociology program was the perfect choice
for Jason Beckfield, because of its strong culture
of mentorship and the diversity of the faculty’s
research interests. “One of the department’s
collective goals is the mentoring of graduate
students as they develop as scholars, as teachers,
and as sociologists. Faculty members offer broad
training through coursework, but they also teach
and mentor students outside of the classroom by
reading their papers, publishing with them,
shepherding them through the program, and giving
excellent career advice.”

Before receiving his doctorate,
Beckfield published in several prestigious journals,
with the collaboration and support of faculty and
other students; garnered numerous awards in
graduate paper competitions; and earned a
dissertation grant from the National Science
Foundation. “But the award that meant the most
to me was the Outstanding Mentor Award given
by my fellow graduate students.

“The department has given me the
opportunity to experience three key aspects of
academic life: research, teaching, and service. I've
conducted research and published, taught large
and small classes, and served on departmental
committees. I think these experiences were
invaluable in preparing me for faculty life.”
Beckfield is an assistant professor at the University
of Chicago.

Alicia Suarez
Doctoral Student

When Alicia Suarez had her first taste of teaching
during her third year in IU’ sociology program, it
was a turning point in her life. “To see students
‘get it’ and become enthusiastic about the material
was exhilarating. I was no longer tentative about
my career goals. The program is very strong in
teaching graduate students how to teach, and gave
me all the opportunities and support I needed to
develop my own individual path to reaching those
goals.”

Her teaching skill and innovative style
have netted Suarez consistently high ratings from
her students, as well as the department’s Edwin
Sutherland Award for Outstanding Teaching, IU’s
Lieber Memorial Teaching Associate Award, and
appointments as an instructor and predoctoral
scholar at DePauw University.

“The department encourages a wide
range of scholarship and career interests, which
creates a diverse and exciting environment. I've
had invaluable opportunities to learn, teach,
and grow in the classroom and as an individual.
And shadowing a professor at another university
through the Preparing Future Faculty program

was crucial in preparing me academically and

experientially for a liberal arts faculty position.”
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