
F573            Spring 2009 
WH 205 
Friday, 10:10-12:05  
 

METHODS OF TEACHING COLLEGE FRENCH  
 

Instructor: Dr. Kelly Sax  
Office: BH 636 
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday, 3:30-4:30 p.m., and by appointment 
Office phone: 855-1254  
E-mails: ksax@indiana.edu  
 
Texts: Richards, J. & Rodgers, T. (2001). Approaches and Methods in Language Teaching, (2nd  
 Ed.) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
  Articles on electronic reserve:  
   http://ereserves.indiana.edu/coursepage.asp?cid=2289 
   Password: acquire 
 Omaggio-Hadley, A. (2000). Teaching Language in Context, (3rd Ed.). Boston, MA: Heinle & 

Heinle. 
 *Students must also become members of AATF:  
 American Association of Teachers of French: http://www.frenchteachers.org/ 
 (Submit the address label from your first volume of The French Review as proof of membership)  
 
Course description and objectives: 
This course will provide an overview of approaches to foreign language teaching and the theoretical 
notions underlying current trends and classroom practice.  Course objectives are the following: 
 1) to acquaint students with issues and research in foreign language teaching 

2) to show ways of using research to achieve more effective classroom teaching and testing 
3) to develop students' skills in evaluating teaching performance and instructional materials 
4) to prepare students for continued professional development 

Class meetings will be devoted to discussion, short presentations and/or demonstrations by students and 
the instructor.  Students will use professional journals to explore topics of interest; prepare classroom 
materials; evaluate instructional materials; and complete an online teaching portfolio. 
 
 
Grade components/Summary of assignments and due dates: 
 I. Ontime completion of weekly reading questions/preparation/active participation in class (15%) 
 II. Assignments #1   Professional journal summaries   (10%) due Jan. 30 
    #2  Presentation of method    (10%) Feb. 20 
    #3 FOF classroom materials development  (10%) due Feb. 27 
    #4 Pronunciation evaluation task   (10%) due Mar.13 
    #5 Pragmatics project OR Culture project (15%)   due April 3 
    #6 Presentation of technology idea  (10%)  due April 11 
    #7 Online teaching portfolio   (20%) due April 27 

  
 
 
*Policy regarding late work: Assignments will be accepted late, but will be downgraded from the original 
grade earned by half of a grade for each day late. ** No assignments sent via e-mail attachment accepted. 
Hard copies only please.



F573 CALENDAR (subject to revision) 
 

Date Topic Readings and Assignments  
 (to prepare before coming to class) 

Jan. 16 Introduction to course 
Language assessment 

 

Jan. 23 Communicative competence, 
proficiency, and National Standards 
Teaching portfolios 

Omaggio-Hadley, Chap. 1 and pp. 469-76 
Chaput, P. (2001) 
Seldin. (date to be verified) 

Jan. 30 Theoretical perspectives Bardovi-Harlig  (1997) 
Lightbown (2000)  
Omaggio-Hadley, Chap. 2 
Assignment  #1  Professional journal 
summaries due 

Feb. 6 Historical and methodological 
perspectives on language learning 
and teaching 

Omaggio-Hadley, Chap. 3 (pp. 86-120) 
Richards and Rodgers, Chaps 1-2; 4 

Feb. 13 The grammar debate: Focus on form Lee and Van Patten Chap. 5-6 
Doughty, C. & Williams, J. (1998) 
Wong (2002) 
[optional: Wong and VanPatten (2003)] 

Feb. 20 Assignment #2: Methods 
presentations 
Non-traditional methodologies 
-TPR     
-The Silent Way  
-Suggestopedia  
-Community Language Learning 
 
Current methodologies 
-Multiple Intelligences 
-Task-based Instruction 
-Content-based Instruction 
-The Natural Approach 

 
(Based on readings in Omaggio-Hadley, pp. 123-
129; Richards and Rodgers, pp. 71-149; Larsen-
Freeman (1986; 2000). Techniques and 
Principles in Language Teaching. Oxford 
University Press.)  
 
 
(Based on Richards & Rodgers, pp. 151-254) 
and Larsen-Freeman (1986; 2000). Techniques 
and Principles in Language Teaching. Oxford 
University Press.) 

Feb. 27 Teaching pronunciation: in-class 
workshop  
 

Assignment #3 FOF classroom materials 
development due 

Mar. 6 Cultural competence: What is it, and 
how can we teach it? 

Galloway (1992) 
Kramsch (1993) 
 

Mar. 13 Pragmatics and sociolinguistic  
competence 

Kasper, G. (1997) 
Assignment #4: Pronunciation evaluation due 

Mar. 14-22 
   SPRING BREAK!  

Mar. 27 Workshop to create skeletal website 
for online teaching portfolio 

Meet in computer lab  (place TBA) 
 

April. 3 Student presentations of culture 
and pragmatics projects 

Assignment #5: Cultural  or pragmatics 
project due 

April 10 Student presentations of culture 
and pragmatics projects, cont. 

 

April 17 The future of French Siskin, Knowles and Davis (1997)  



 
April 25 Technology-enhanced language 

instruction: student presentations 
Shrum and Glisan, Chap. 12  
McGee, L. (2001) 
[Note: you need only scan these readings for 
ideas; research more up-to-date technology 
applications online, in journals, and by talking to 
colleagues] 

May 1 Student presentations/class 
evaluation 

Assignment #7: Teaching portfolio 
presentations 
Meet in computer lab (BH 117) 
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