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Research, both pure and applied, and creative
activities are ongoing and essential aspects of
life on the campuses at Indiana University. The
quality of instructional education at any institution
is tremendously enhanced if based upon and
continuously associated with research and creative
inquiry. It is significant, therefore, that the emphasis
at IU not only is placed upon fundamental and basic
research but also is directed toward developmental
activities designed to discover those applications of
research that characterize the efforts of many of

our faculty in the arts and sciences as well as

the professional schools.

As an overview of the diverse and interesting
programs of research, scholarship, and creative
activities conducted at Indiana University,

Research & Creative Activity offers its readers an
opportunity to become familiar with the professional
accomplishments of our distinguished faculty.

We hope the articles that appear in Research &
Creative Activity continue to be intellectually
stimulating to readers and make them more aware
of the great diversity and depth of the research and
artistic creativity underway at Indiana University.
A full and exciting life is being created here, now
and for the future. From our readers we welcome
suggestions for topics for future articles in Research
& Creative Activity that will demonstrate further the
scholarly activity at Indiana University.
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From the Editor

n this issue of Research & Creative Activity

we have chosen to feature the work
done at the Workshop in Political Theory
and Policy Analysis, as the Workshop
participants prepare to celebrate its twentieth
anniversary. [t was almost twenty years ago,
in 1975, that the Workshop officially became
one of Indiana University’s research centers.
With funding from the Office of Research
and the University Graduate School,
the College of Arts and Sciences,
the National Science Foundation, and the
Tocqueville Endowment for the Study of
Human Institutions, the Workshop has
compiled a record that has been nationally
and internationally recognized.

Elinor Ostrom’s recent book, Governing the Commons:

The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action (Cambridge
University Press, 1990), brought the following comment
from Bruno S. Frey of University of Zurich, “This is modern
institutional analysis at its best. One could only wish that
more books of this type be written and published. Ostrom’s
book constitutes a significant advance in economists’
knowledge and provides many new insights well worth
teaching to students.”

The Workshop's early studies on police organizations
(done mostly in the 1970s) led to 7 books, over 80 articles,
and 14 dissertations while involving 250 undergraduates
and graduate students in fieldwork in Indianapolis, 5t.
Louis, and Chicago. Chief of Police of University City,
Missouri, Col. James P. Damos, wrote, “In my judgment,
their [the Workshop] programs have provided the law
enforcement profession with much needed information
which, potentially, can be utilized to further improve the
operations of law enforcement agencies nationwide.
Without hesitation, I can state that much of the information
provided by their projects and publications has had an
impact on the operations of the University City Police
Department. For this I shall be eternally in debt to Dr. Elinor
Ostrom and her most talented colleagues.”

Within the framework of the Workshop, Co-Directors
Arthur F. Bentley Professor Emeritus of Political Science,
Vincent Ostrom, and Arthur F. Bentley Professor of Political
Science, Elinor Ostrom, have worked diligently to provide
a home for experienced and not so experienced scholars to
critically examine ideas, evaluate their scientific merit,
perform the experiments, and then disseminate the results
for the benefit of many. According to Vincent, the Workshop
is involved in theoretical problems that have numerous
practical applications, “We are interested in such things
as why don’t schools work better? Why do some roads
deteriorate so rapidly? How do you reduce crime? How
do you get better water quality?” All very important and
practical questions not only for the postdoctoral scholars
but undergraduates and graduate students.

2 Indiana University

Over the years the Workshop has expanded
to include researchers from throughout the
United States, Canada, Western and Eastern
Europe, Latin America, countries of the
former Soviet Union, Africa, the Middle
East, India, Nepal, and east Asia. This
has allowed the Workshop to provide a
multidisciplinary, multinational perspective
on their three central areas of research:
common-pool resources, large-scale
political order (on national and international
regimes), and institutional arrangements,
which include its original research in police
studies and more recent addition of
metropolitan governance.

The presence of national and international scholars
allows Workshop students a unique opportunity to learn

from other cultures as they present and defend their

arguments. Sue Crawford, currently a graduate student

in the Department of Political Science, summarized the
teaching aspects of the Workshop well when she stated,
“There is a real sense in which students who participate in
classes and other discussion in the Workshop are treated as
professionals. It’s given me experience in being a colleague
in a research environment outside of the ordinary experience
that you get in the classroom.”

With the variety of subjects that are studied, and the
number of disciplines that come together in the Workshop,
a highly specialized and a unique library collection is
being compiled. The library, which is open to the public,
already contains twenty-thousand items that include books,
journals, reprints, working papers, newsletters, reports, and
several databases.

We congratulate Vincent and Elinor Ostrom, their
many colleagues, several whom are discussed in this issue,
and their hundreds of students on this, their twentieth
anniversary. And we thank them for providing us all
with a wealth of knowledge and for making the Workshop
in Political Theory and Policy Analysis such a success.
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